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We Are All Jews by Choice  

 

Every year, as the days between Passover and Shavuot grow warmer and longer, we find 
ourselves on a forty-nine-day journey we call the counting of the Omer. And as we arrive to 
the end of the Journey, and prepare to celebrate the holiday of Shavuot, (May 22nd) the 
festival that celebrates the giving of Torah at Sinai, one might expect, that we would 
celebrate this occasion by reading from the Torah about that dramatic moment of revelation 
itself, one would not be wrong to expect that the rabbis would want us to revisit the section 
of Torah describing the receiving of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai. But no. Instead, 
we read a slim, tender scroll about a Moabite widow named Ruth. 

It is worth pausing on that choice. Why Ruth? Why, on the holiday that commemorates 
Israel's covenant with God, do we tell the story of a foreigner? 

I think the answer is the heart of everything. 

Ruth was not born Jewish. She came from Moab, a people who were, according to Torah, 
historically at odds with Israel. She married into a Jewish family, and when her husband 
died, she had every reason, every permission, to return to her own people, her own gods, 
her own life. Her mother-in-law Naomi even urged her to go. And yet Ruth said words that 
have echoed across three thousand years: "Wherever you go, I will go. Wherever you lodge, 
I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God." 

Ruth did not inherit Judaism. She chose it. Freely, deliberately, with full knowledge of what 
she was giving up. With full knowledge of what she was getting into. She is, in the deepest 
sense, the first Jew by choice our tradition holds up as a hero. And not merely a hero in spite 
of her origins. Because of them. The rabbis of the Talmud remind us that King David himself 
descends from Ruth, which means the greatest king in Israel's history, the ancestor of the 
Messiah, traces his lineage to a woman who said yes to belonging when she had every right 
to walk away. 

That is the story we tell on Shavuot. And I believe we tell it because it is our story, too. 

For most of Jewish history, the question "who is a Jew?" was answered primarily by birth. 
The Talmudic rabbis established that Jewish identity passes through the mother, a ruling 
that provided clarity in a world where maternity was certain and paternity sometimes was 
not. This matrilineal principle became the foundation of halachic Jewish identity for 
centuries. Later, the Conservative and Orthodox movements maintained that standard. The 
Reform Movement in the U.S, in a landmark 1983 decision, expanded the definition to 
include patrilineal descent as well, recognizing a child as Jewish if either parent was Jewish 
and the child was raised with Jewish identity and practice. Today, different denominations 
answer the question differently, and the conversation is ongoing, alive, sometimes 
contentious, and always important. 



But underneath all of these legal frameworks lies a deeper question that Ruth herself poses 
to every one of us: Is Jewish identity something that happens to you, or something you 
actively embrace? 

In earlier centuries, for most Jews, there was not much choice involved. The ghetto walls 
and the yellow badge and the shtetl's tight geography made Jewish identity unavoidable. 
Anti-Semitism, as bitter as this is to admit, was a powerful enforcer of Jewish belonging. You 
×ÅÒÅ *Å×ÉÓÈ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÒ ÎÏÔȢ %ÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔÅÄȟ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÆÉÔ ÉÎ 
the non-Jewish world. 

We live in a different world. In America today, Jewish identity is almost entirely voluntary. 
There are no walls keeping us in. Assimilation is easy, intermarriage is common, and the 
surrounding culture is, for the most part, welcoming. Which means that every Jew who 
shows up on Friday night, who lights Hanukkah candles, who sits at a seder, who brings 
their child to religious school, who wrestles with Torah, is making a choice. Not just once, 
but again and again. 

This is Ruth's legacy. She teaches us that chosen belonging is not lesser belonging. It may, 
in fact, be the most powerful form of belonging there is. To say "your people shall be my 
people" when you do not have to, when the door is open and the road home is clear, is an 
act of extraordinary love and courage. And today I believe she is inviting us as well, to 
choose Judasim, to make it a deliberate part of who we are, not because we have no choice, 
but exactly because it has become a choice. 

I often think about what it means to be a rabbi in this moment. My job is not simply to 
transmit a tradition. It is to help each of you find your own Ruth moment, your own 
declaration. Not just "I was born Jewish," but "I choose this. I choose this community, these 
values, this story, this God, this ongoing argument that we call Judaism." 

Over the years, I have had the privilege to work with so many people who struggled with 
this question, people who were not sure how to, or what to do in order to pave their own 
journey of choseness. Each and every one of these encounters was a beautiful 
journey;  whether it was helping organize a trip to Israel, studying for an adult Bat Mitzvah, 
better understanding our Shabbat services or finding meaning in ancient rituals as hanging 
a mezuzah or laying tefillin, no matter the path chosen - those who dare walk on it all 
reached their own destination with great satisfaction. 

As we celebrate Shavuot this year, let us receive Torah not as an inheritance we passively 
carry but as a covenant, we actively renew. Let us read Ruth's words not as ancient history 
but as a question aimed directly at us: What will you choose? Who will your people be? 

Chag Sameach. 

r×ââĀ µ×īĜĖ 

  



Staying Up for  Sinai.  Shavuot, Tikkun 

Leil Shavuot, and Why We Stay Awake  

 

What do you do the night before the most important day of your life? Some people cannot 

sleep. Some make lists. Some call someone they love. Some sit quietly with what is coming. 

The Jewish answer, it turns out, is: you study Torah. 

That is the spirit at the heart of Tikkun Leil Shavuot - the tradition of staying up through 

the night before Shavuot, studying until dawn as a way of preparing ourselves to receive 

Torah once more. Shavuot is not only a commemoration of what happened at Sinai long 

ago; it is an opportunity to reenact, in some small way, the openness and readiness of that 

moment. But what does that name mean? And why does it matter? 

Shavuot - ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÍÅÁÎÓ Ȱ7ÅÅËÓȱ - is one of the three great pilgrimage festivals of the 

Jewish year, alongside Passover and Sukkot. In biblical times, it marked the conclusion of 

the seven-week grain harvest, celebrating the offering of the first fruits of the wheat crop. 

Its date reflects that agricultural connection: Shavuot falls fifty days after Passover, at the 

end of the period we know as the Omer.  

Over time, however, Shavuot came to be understood as something more than a harvest 

festival. In rabbinic Judaism, the holiday became associated with the giving of the Torah at 

Sinai - -ÁÔÁÎ 4ÏÒÁÈȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÇÅÓȭ ÃÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉÔÅÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÁÔ 3ÉÎÁÉ ÁÎÄ 

received the Torah on the sixth of Sivan, the day that corresponds to Shavuot. What began 

as an agricultural observance became one of the most spiritually exalted moments of the 

Jewish year.  

The moment of revelation itself is extraordinary to read. In Exodus 19, we encounter 

thunder and lightning, a dense cloud over the mountain, a tremendous blast of the shofar, 

and a trembling mountain engulfed in fire and smoke. Moses leads the people to the foot 

of Sinai, and God calls out in a voice that - according to the midrash - divided itself into 

seventy languages, so that every single person could hear the word of God in their own 

tongue. The rabbis teach that not only the Israelites present at Sinai were there, but that 

the souls of every Jew who would ever live were gathered at that mountain in that 

moment. Every one of us, in some sense, stood at Sinai. 

As Reform Jews, we embrace a dynamic understanding of that revelation - one that does 

not end at Sinai but continues to unfold in every generation. Torah is not a static 

document frozen in time; it is living instruction, a continuing conversation between God 

and the Jewish people. Every time we study, interpret, and find meaning in its words, we 

continue to stand at the foot of that mountain. 



 

On Erev Shavuot, we traditionally participate in a Tikkun Leil Shavuot.  

We call it a tikkun - a repair. But in Hebrew, the word also suggests setting something in 

order, preparing ourselves to be ready. 

There is a midrash - almost comic in its honesty - that tells us that on the day God gave the 

Torah to Israel, the people overslept, and God had to wake them up for their own 

revelation. Tikkun Leil Shavuot is our annual remedy for that ancient failure. We stay up 

all night so that, come dawn, we are the ones already standing at the mountain - awake, 

expectant, asking: what will we hear this year that we have never heard before? 

The custom took shape in 16th-century Safed among the great kabbalists of that luminous 

circle. Over time, a specific anthology of texts was compiled for the vigil - selections from 

the Torah, the Mishnah, and kabbalistic writings - and this collection itself came to be 

called simply the Tikkun. What began in mystical circles spread across the Jewish world, 

and today communities everywhere mark the night of Shavuot with learning.  

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ) ÁÍ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 52*ȭÓ ÖÉÒÔÕÁÌ 4ÉËËÕÎ ,ÅÉÌ 

3ÈÁÖÕÏÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ -ÁÙ ςρȢ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ Á ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÉÔÌÅÄȟ Ȱ-ÉÒÒÏÒȟ 

-ÉÒÒÏÒȡ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ /ÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÉÎ 2ÁÂÂÉÎÉÃ 3ÔÏÒÉÅÓȱ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ ωȡππ ÐȢÍȢ /Î Á ÎÉÇht when we 

stay awake to receive the Torah anew, we turn to the stories of the rabbisɂ and discover 

that they were not so different from us. Through a handful of Talmudic and rabbinic tales, 

we will meet characters wrestling with reputation, rivalry, reversal of fortunes, and the 

meaning of life. We will ask what these stories reveal about the lives behind them, and 

×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÒÅÖÅÁÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ Ï×ÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÒÁÂÂÉÓ 

from across the country teaching a wide range of creative and engaging topics.  

We will be sending out the registration link shortly. Once you register, you will have 

ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 9ÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÕÐ ÁÌÌ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ - 

though you are welcome to try. You only need to show up, explore a text, and let yourself 

be surprised by what Torah has to say to you right now, in this moment of your life. That is 

the tikkun: not perfection, but preparation. Not mastery, but presence. 

Chag Shavuot Sameach - may this festival bring you learning, meaning, and the quiet joy of 

standing, once again, at the foot of the mountain. 

Rabbi Wendy  

  



 Happy Motherõs Day: Honoring Mothers 

in Judaism  

In Judaism, we have a deep reverence for our Matriarchs. They are prevalent in our 

liturgy, our biblical stories, and our holidays. We are encouraged to honor and revere our 

matriarchs. There is even a special Jewish "Mother's Day"! On the 11th of Cheshvan, we 

mark the yahrzeit of our matriarch Rachel, who was a symbol of unconditional love and 

self-sacrifice for her children. It is a day marked by honoring Jewish motherhood and 

learning from Rachel's legacy. Many people choose to study or make pilgrimages to 

Rachel's tomb in Bethlehem. (Moms ɀ you have my permission to use this article as a 

source for an extra day to celebrate you!) 

On Sunday, May 11th, we will celebrate the secular holiday of Mother's Day! As we 

recently shared, Jared and I are expecting our first child! This naturally makes this 

Mother's Day - my first as a "mom-to-be" - feel extra special. As we approach this special 

day, I not only think about my own upcoming journey through motherhood, but also all 

the mothers who have supported, influenced, and helped me grow throughout my life. I 

once saw a quote that said, "Life doesn't come with a manual, it comes with a mother." Our 

mothers help guide us, shape us, and direct us through life's many twists and turns. I have 

a distinct memory of when I was very young and was swimming in a pool. I began to 

struggle, and my mother ɂ in her jeans and shirt ɂ jumped in without a moment of 

hesitation to make sure I was okay. I have tears in my eyes just writing this. There really is 

no power like a mother's love. 

My mother and I recently took a mother-daughter trip to Quebec City, and throughout the 

trip we not only created new memories but also often spoke about her own journey into 

and through motherhood. She shared insight and wisdom with me, which felt so special 

and personal as I ready myself for this new season of life. 

As beautiful as this day may be for many, it also brings pain to many in our community, 

and we must hold space for that. There are those among us who have lost their mothers, 

those who have lost children, and those who do not have the relationship with their 

mother that they wished they did ɂ just to name a few. Just as there is no power like a 

mother's love, there is also no grief that encompasses the enormity of losing a mother or a 

child. 

So, this Mother's Day, I'm not only sending love to the mothers and mothers-to-be but also 

sending love and support to those who grieve on this day or who simply have complicated 

feelings surrounding it. We have the ability and capacity to hold space for all of it. 

Kaylene   



Executive Directorõs Report 

Welcome, Rabbi Josh Franklin!  

We are thrilled to announce that Rabbi Josh Franklin will officially join the Temple Judea 
family as Co-Senior Rabbi on July 1. But you won't have to wait long to meet him - Rabbi 
Franklin will lead his first Shabbat service on Friday, July 3, followed by a celebratory 
dinner that evening. We hope you will join us for both as we welcome him in true Temple 
Judea style! 

Getting to know Rabbi Franklin will be easy this summer. He will be hosting open office 
hours - sign up to stop by, say hello, and share a little about yourself and what matters to 
you. He is also launching a new class, "Ultimate Questions," where he will explore the big 
ideas and timeless inquiries that sit at the heart of Jewish thought and life. Details on 
scheduling will be shared soon. 

We are so excited for this new chapter. Please join us in welcoming Rabbi Franklin and his 
family to our community! 

Celebrating Cantor Kaylene - and Welcoming Two Wonderful Additions  

I am delighted to share some wonderful personal news with you: Cantor Kaylene and 

Jared are expecting their first baby, due at the beginning of September! We know you will 

join us in celebrating this beautiful milestone with them. 

Kaylene plans to work through the end of August, and we expect her to return to us at the 

beginning of December. We waited to share this news with you out of respect for the 

family's wish to do so after receiving the results of the baby's scans. 

In the meantime, we have been hard at work putting together a thoughtful coverage plan, 

and I am thrilled to tell you that we have secured an outstanding cantor to be with us 

during this time.  7Å ÔÒÕÌÙ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÌÕÃËÙȦȦȦ  Please join me in warmly welcoming 

Cantor Suzanne Hamstra Leventhal.  

Cantor Suzanne will join Temple Judea full time from mid-August through the end of 

November as Cantor in Residence. Cantor Suzanne comes to us from Washington Hebrew 

Congregation where she has served as an Assistant Cantor since June of 2022 and she 

brings exceptional credentials and experience. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Vocal 

0ÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÈÅ "ÏÓÔÏÎ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ Á ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏ 

Conservatory of Music, and she is an ordained graduate of Hebrew Union College. She also 

served as a cantorial intern at Yozma in Israel under Rabbi Nir Barkin. And she also plays 

guitar, and violin, which will be a wonderful addition to our worship experience. 



Cantor Suzanne will be fully integrated into the life of our congregation. She will co-lead 

worship and all lifecycle events, be present in our religious school, and teach several 

classes for our community. Both Rabbi Yaron and Rabbi Josh were involved in the search 

ÆÏÒ Á ÃÁÎÔÏÒ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ +ÁÙÌÅÎÅȭÓ ÌÅÁÖÅ- and are very excited to lead worship alongside Cantor 

Suzanne.   

Cantor Suzanne will be joining us with her husband, Justin Leventhal, who works in public 

policy in Washington, D.C. and will be working remotely during their time here. Cantor 

Suzanne will be in the HUC placement process to find her permanent home during the 

2026-2027 fiscal year, and we are grateful to have her with us during this transitional 

season. 

We are so very fortunate - both to celebrate Kaylene and Jared's growing family, and to 

have someone of Cantor Suzanne's caliber stepping in to care for our community. 

Welcome, Amy Szoke! 

Many of you may already know her, but we are delighted to formally introduce Amy Szoke, 

who joined the Temple Judea staff in January as our Administrative Assistant. Amy is full-time 

in the office and has already become a wonderful part of our team. If you haven't had the 

chance to meet her yet, please stop by and say hello - we know you will love her as much as we 

do! 

Membership Renewal 

Membership renewal statements will be mailed in mid-May. We are deeply grateful to every 

member of our sacred community - your commitment and support are what make Temple Judea 

the special place it is. When your renewal arrives, we would so appreciate your returning it at 

your earliest convenience. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call the office and 

ask for our Bookkeeper, Mindy Rosenberg - she is happy to help! 

Summer Office Hours  

As we head into summer, please note that the Temple Judea office will observe reduced 
hours beginning Monday, May 26 through Sunday, August 31. During this time, the office 
will be open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

If you need to reach us outside of these hours, please leave a message and we will return 
your call or email promptly. We wish everyone a restful and joyful summer! 

 

Morli  
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Shabbat Worship  

 
Fridays, May 1, May 15, May 22, May 29 

 
Fridays, June 5, 12, 19, 26 

 
5:00 p.m. Pre-Oneg 

5:30 p.m. Shabbat Worship 
Livestream at https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq  

 

Beach Shabbat 
Friday, May 8th  at 5:30 p.m.  

In the event of inclement weather, we will have one service  
at 5:30 p.m. at TJ   

 
Beach Havdalah 

Saturdays, June 13th  and July 11th  at 6:00 p.m. 
In the event of inclement weather, these services will be cancelled.  

  

 

Minyan  

Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOM with Michael Ross  

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in per son at TJ or via Livestream  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq  

 

 

 

TJ PRAYS  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq


 



 

 

Friday, June 26th 

5:30 p.m. 

With special guest Tracey Lagbold, Keshet 

 

 

  



  



 

Join us for Shabbat Dinner! 
Friday, May 1st  

RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633 by April 28th at noon. 
Warm Pita Bread and Rustic Lavash 

Whipped Feta and Yogurt with Dill and Lemon Zest 

Charred Eggplant Dip with Tahini and Garlic and Parsley 

Turkish Garden Greens Ȱ Mixed Greens, Citrus, Pistachio, Sumac Vinaigrette 

Sumac Roasted Chicken Ȱ Lemon, Garlic, Olive Oil 

Mediterranean Roasted Salmon Ȱ Fresh Herbs, Citrus, Olive Oil 

Roasted Mediterranean Vegetables Ȱ Zucchini, Peppers, Eggplant, Herbs 

Turkish Style Potatoes Ȱ Olive Oil, Paprika, Oregano, Lemon, Parsley 

Tzatiki and Sumac Onions 

Fruit Salad and Mini Baklava Squares 

 

Friday, July 3rd Ȱ Welcoming Rabbi Josh Franklin and Family! 

RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633 by June 30th at noon. 
Grilled beef burgers and kosher hot dogs  

BBQ chicken  

Grilled veggie burgers for vegetarians  

Classic coleslaw  

Pasta salad  

Baked beans  

Israeli salad  

Watermelon and apple pie a la mode  

 

Dinner is after Shabbat worship service 

$36 / adult and $20/ child ages 5-12.  

Non-Members $43/person.  

Children under 5 are free. 

*Please note that we cannot issue any refunds once the headcount for the dinner has been 

given to the caterer. 

 



 

Temple Judea  

is pleased to honor 

 

Michael Ross 
with 

The SHOFAR AWARD 

The Shofar, or ramôs horn, calls people to the service of God. 

Temple Judeaôs Shofar Award is given in recognition of an individual 

who has answered the call of service and commitment to Temple Judea. For sharing the vision of Temple 

Judea and your unwavering leadership and commitment to adult education and to worship. 

The clergy and members of Temple Judea are pleased to  

bestow this award on our member, teacher and friend, 

Michael Ross  

at Temple Judeaôs Annual Meeting on May 12, 2026 

Please join us in congratulating him on this most deserved honor. 



Adult E ducation  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

As part of our year of "Conversations That Matter," we want to give you, our members, a 
chance to ask the questions that are pressing on your mind.  

Bring your burning questions about faith, tradition, or life's challenges. Perhaps the rabbi has questions 
for you ɀ about your journey or perspectives. Or simply come and let conversation flow naturally, 
discovering unexpected insights together. 

No agenda, no pressure ɀ just authentic connection over coffee and cake. 

Whether you're seeking guidance, curious about Judaism, or simply craving meaningful conversation, this 
is your opportunity for personal engagement with Rabbi Yaron 

So, join us, for an open dialogue with Rabbi Yaron and/or Rabbi Wendy.    

Monday , May 18th   at 1:00 p.m.  

 

with Rabbi Wendy  

In person at Temple Judea  in May 

By Zoom June ɀ August  www.gotj.org  for log in  

Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. (Tefilah) and 10:00 a.m. (Study) 

 

 

http://www.gotj.org/


 

CANDID CONVERSATIONS FOR WOMEN  
Candid Conversation started our seventh year in January 2026.   We are an energetic, enlightening and 

ÅÎÊÏÙÁÂÌÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÏÆ 4ÅÍÐÌÅ *ÕÄÅÁȢ  $ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÓÍÁÌÌ 

and large group participation.  These topics are selected to strengthen the bond of friendship and support 

for all who attend the series.  Join Marcia Grobman, LCSW, CAP, CSW-G, and female TJ members for the 

2026 Winter/Spring series of Candid Conversations.   

Participating attendees enjoy sharing experiences and learning from one another through communication 

and reflection during topic discussions.  It is friendly and cozy to be together in a comfortable and 

confidential space that will enhance the joyful meaning of a group. 

Topics for this series are from ideas and thoughts noted in the writings of Rebbe Menachem Mendel 

3ÃÈÎÅÅÒÓÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËȟ Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄ ! -ÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ,ÉÆÅɂ4ÈÅ 7ÉÓÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÂÂÅȟȱ ÁÄÁÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÉÍÏÎ 

Jacobson.  It is suggested that you purchase the paperback copy from Amazon.  This is really a wonderful 

book to keep and treasure.  

Registration is required and class size will be limited to 20 women.   Sessions are 1:00 -2:00 p.m. 

Until we meet in January, just enjoy the beautiful words of wisdom from Rebbe Menachem Mendel 

3ÃÈÎÅÅÒÓÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄ ! -ÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ,ÉÆÅȢȱ  #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 

ÂÏÏË Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄ ! -ÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ,ÉÆÅɂ4ÈÅ 7ÉÓÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÂÂÅȱ ÁÒÅ noted below.   

¶ MAY 7, 2026  WOMEN AND MEN 

¶ JUNE 4, 2026                  MIRACLES  

 

-ÁÒÃÉÁ 'ÒÏÂÍÁÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ×ÏÒË ÆÒÏÍ "ÁÒÒÙ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ -ÉÁÍÉ 3ÈÏÒÅÓȟ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ 

and is a licensed clinical social worker (LCSW).  She is also a certified addiction professional (CAP) and a 

certified clinical geriatric social worker (CSW-G).  Marcia worked for Palm Beach County Public Safety 

$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ 0ÁÌÍ "ÅÁÃÈ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȟ !ÌÐÅÒÔ *Å×ÉÓÈ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ -ÏÒÓÅ 'ÅÒÉÁÔÒÉÃ #ÅÎÔÅÒȢ  

She has been practicing for over 40 years.  

Registration is required and class size is limited ɀ contact Amy@gotj.org  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

KABBALAH  

Mondays at 10:30 a.m. with Ellie Schweitzer 

at Temple Judea 



 
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Wendy  

Torah on Trial: When Jewish Traditions Meet Modern Life  
Wednesday May 13th   at 11:45 a.m. ɀ 1:00 p.m. 

RSVP by 5/11 at noon.  Lunch is $22/person.  561-624-4633 

5/13 Flags on the Bimah, Faith in the Pew ð exploring Zionism, nationalism, and the 

Reform sanctuary. Should there be a separation of religion and state within our sacred space? 

We will also open up to suggestions for questions to bring before the Reform Responsa 

Committee. Come ready to think, debate, and weigh in. 

Communities  
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

TJõs Book Club at 10:30 a.m. at TJ or via Zoom  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09  

Meeting ID: 863 2152 4611 Passcode: 910340  

May 4th                  How to Read a Book by Monica Wood       Leader:   Karen Karmazin  

June 1 st           Snow in August    by Pete Hamill                Leader:     Millie Selinger  

July 6 th             Peggy by Rebecca Godfrey           Leader:   Elizabeth Nelson            

August 3 rd            On Her Own by Lahi Lapid              Leader:   Karen Davis    

Questions: Contact Beth Baker at bethloves@gmail.com. 
 

 Bereavement Support 

Marcia Grobman, LCSW, is available to schedule one-on-one meetings for supportive therapy for 

those who have recently lost a loved one. All sessions are complimentary for Temple Judea members 

and limited to three meetings. Call the office to schedule a session at 561-624-4633 

About Marcia Grobman, LCSW 

Marcia Grobman received her Master's Degree in Social Work from Barry University in Miami Shores, 

Florida, and is a licensed clinical social worker. She is also a certified addiction professional and a certified 

geriatric clinical social worker. 

Marcia has worked for the Palm Beach County Public Safety Department, Palm Beach County Sheriff's 

Office, Alpert Jewish Family and Children's Services, and Morse Geriatric Center. She has been in practice 

for over 40 years. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09
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Social Action   

  

 
Tuesday, May 12 and June 9   

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY 
4Ï ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ 3ÔȢ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ &ÏÏÄ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ and Feeding 

Hope Village. PLEASE CONSIDER making 

sandwiches at home - on white, whole wheat, or 

whatever bread with PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY 

or TURKEY AND CHEESE or 3 slices of ANY CHEESE 

and small amount of mustard. No need to cut the 

sandwiches .  Put each one in a baggie. One loaf of 

bread makes 10 sandwiches. They distribute 300 

sandwiches a day ɀ so any amount is greatly 

appreciated.  DROP OFF YOUR SANDWICHES AT 

TEMPLE ɀ MAIN DOOR any time from 9:30 a.m. ɀ 

11:00 a.m.  Questions? Call the office at (561)624-

4633.  
 

 
READ TO KINDERGARTEN AT 

GROVE PARK ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 

5/26  
You will meet at the school at 9: 15 a.m.! 

Books will be provided.  

Grove Park is located at 8330 North 

Military Trail, Palm Beach Gardens, and is a 

Title 1 school. Limited to 10 -15 volunteers / 

visit.  

Please call the office to sign up at  

561-624 -4633.   
 

 

Feeding Hope Village  
Faith Deliverance Church & Feeding Hope Village Food Pantry 

Wednesday May 6 
3437 Avenue O., Riviera Beach 

9:30 a.m. ð 1:00 p.m. to distribute meals.  

Call the office to register at 561 -624-4633  

 



 



Mazel Tov!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah Steiner, son of Alison & Jonathan Steiner is becoming a Bar Mitzvah on May 16, 

2026. Noah is 7th-grade student at Independence Middle School in Jupiter; He is a 

young man of many passions. Whether he is honing his discipline in Krav Maga 

or showing teamwork on the soccer field Noah brings energy and dedication to 

everything he does. 

Beyond his hobbies, Noah has already begun to make his mark as a true mensch. As 

part of his Holocaust studies at school, he was recently honored by the Insight 

Through Education program, winning an award for his video on anti-bullying. This 

achievement hiƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŘŜŜǇ ŜƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ 

value of Tikkun Olam (repairing the world).  

 

 

 



 



 



 


