\Q))/ TEMPLE JUDEA

PALM BEACH GARDENS FLORIDA

&]C

IYYAR/SIVAN 5786 MAY /JUNE20%

THE VOICE IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY TEMPLE JUDEA AT 4311 HOOD RD., PALM BCH. GARDENS, FL 33410

TH

Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik
RabbiWendy Pein DD
Cantorial Soloist Kaylene Cole
Rabbi Joel Levine, DD, RablBméritas



We Are All Jews by Choice

Every year, as the days between Passover and Shavuot grow warmer and longer, we find
ourselves on a fortynine-day journey we call the counting of the Omer. And as we arrive to
the end of the Journey, and prepare to celebrate the holiday of Shavuot, (M&nd) the
festival that celebrates the giving of Torah at Sinai, one might expect, that we would
celebrate this occasion by reading from the Torah about that dramatic moment of revelation
itself, one would not be wrong to expect that the rabbis would wantsito revisit the section

of Torah describing the receiving of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai. But no. Instead,
we read a slim, tender scroll about a Moabite widow named Ruth.

It is worth pausing on that choice. Why Ruth? Why, on the holiday that commemorates
Israel's covenant with God, do we tell the story of a foreigner?

| think the answer is the heart of everything.

Ruth was not born Jewish. She came from Moab, a people who were, according to Torah,
historically at odds with Israel. She married into a Jewish family, and when her husband
died, she had every reason, every permission, to return to her own people, her owads,

her own life. Her motherin-law Naomi even urged her to go. And yet Ruth said words that
have echoed across three thousand years: "Wherever you go, | will go. Wherever you lodge,
| will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God."

Ruth did not inherit Judaism. She chose it. Freely, deliberately, with full knowledge of what
she was giving up. With full knowledge of what she was getting into. She is, in the deepest
sense, the first Jew by choice our tradition holds up as a hero. Angkmerely a hero in spite

of her origins. Because of them. The rabbis of the Talmud remind us that King David himself
descends from Ruth, which means the greatest king in Israel's history, the ancestor of the
Messiah, traces his lineage to a woman who sayés to belonging when she had every right
to walk away.

That is the story we tell on Shavuot. And | believe we tell it because it is our story, too.

For most of Jewish history, the question "who is a Jew?" was answered primarily by birth.
The Talmudic rabbis established that Jewish identity passes through the mother, a ruling
that provided clarity in a world where maternity was certain and paternity sanetimes was
not. This matrilineal principle became the foundation of halachic Jewish identity for
centuries. Later, the Conservative and Orthodox movements maintained that standard. The
Reform Movement in the U.S, in a landmark 1983 decision, expanded thiefinition to
include patrilineal descent as well, recognizing a child as Jewish if either parent was Jewish
and the child was raised with Jewish identity and practice. Today, different denominations
answer the question differently, and the conversation is ongoing, alive, sometimes
contentious, and always important.



But underneath all of these legal frameworks lies a deeper question that Ruth herself poses
to every one of us: Is Jewish identity something that happens to you, or something you
actively embrace?

In earlier centuries, for most Jews, there was not much choice involved. The ghetto walls
and the yellow badge and the shtetl's tight geography made Jewish identity unavoidable.
Anti-Semitism, as bitter as this is to admit, was a powerful enforcer of Jewibelonging. You
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the non-Jewish world.

We live in a different world. In America today, Jewish identity is almost entirely voluntary.
There are no walls keeping us in. Assimilation is easy, intermarriage is common, and the
surrounding culture is, for the most part, welcoming. Which means that evy Jew who
shows up on Friday night, who lights Hanukkah candles, who sits at a seder, who brings
their child to religious school, who wrestles with Torah, is making a choice. Not just once,
but again and again.

This is Ruth's legacy. She teaches us that chosen belonging is not lesser belonging. It may,
in fact, be the most powerful form of belonging there is. To say "your people shall be my
people” when you do not have to, when the door is open and the road honseclear, is an

act of extraordinary love and courage. And today | believe she is inviting us as well, to
choose Judasim, to make it a deliberate part of who we are, not because we have no choice,
but exactly because it has become a choice.

| often think about what it means to be a rabbi in this moment. My job is not simply to
transmit a tradition. It is to help each of you find your own Ruth moment, your own
declaration. Not just "l was born Jewish," but "I choose this. | choose this commiynithese
values, this story, this God, this ongoing argument that we call Judaism."

Over the years, | have had the privilege to worlith so many people who struggled with
this question, people who were not sure how to, or what to do in order to pave their own
journey of choseness. Each and every one of these encounters was a beautiful
journey; whether it was helping organize a trip to Israel, studying for an adult Bat Mitzvah,
better understanding our Shabbat services or finding meaning in ancient rituals &snging

a mezuzah or laying tefillin, no matter the path chosen those who darewalk on it all
reached their own destination with great satisfaction.

As we celebrate Shavuot this year, let us receive Torah not as an inheritance we passively
carry but as a covenant, we actively renew. Let us read Ruth's words not as ancient history
but as a question aimed directly at us: What will you choose? Who will yopeople be?

Chag Sameach.

Vo
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Staying Up for Sinai. Shavuot, Tikkun
Leil Shavuot, and Why We Stay Awake

What do you do the night before the most important day of your life? Some people cannot
sleep. Some make lists. Some call someone they love. Some sit quietly with what is coming.

The Jewish answer, it turns out, isyou study Torah.

That is the spirit at the heart of Tikkun Leil Shavuot the tradition of staying up through

the night before Shavuot, studying until dawn as a way of preparing ourselves to receive

Torah once more. Shavuot is not only a commemoration of what happened at Sinai long

ago; it is an opportunity to reenact, in somaemall way, the openness and readiness of that
moment. But what does that name mean? And why does it matter?

Shavuot-OEA x1 OA | AAdofe ofiffe Ahfe& et pilgrimage festivals of the
Jewish year, alongside Passover and Sukkot. In biblical times, it marked the conclusion of
the sevenweek grain harvest, celebrating the offering of the first fruits of the wheat crop.
Its date reflects that agricultural connection: Shavuot falls fifty days after Passover, at the
end of the period we know as the Omer.

Over time, however, Shavuot came to be understood as something more than a harvest
festival. In rabbinic Judaism, the holiday became associated with the giving of the Torah at
Sinai-- AOAT 471 OAE8 | AAT OAET ¢ Oi OEA OACAOGH A,
received the Torah on the sixth of Sivan, the day that corresponds to Shavuot. What began
as an agricultural observance became one of the most spiritually exalted momertf the
Jewish year.

The moment of revelation itself is extraordinary to read. In Exodus 19, we encounter
thunder and lightning, a dense cloud over the mountain, a tremendous blast of the shofar,
and a trembling mountain engulfed in fire and smoke. Moses leads the people te oot

of Sinai, and God calls out in a voice thaaccording to the midrash- divided itself into
seventy languages, so that every single person could hear the word of God in their own
tongue. The rabbis teach that not only the Israelites present at Sinaere there, but that

the souls of every Jew who would ever live were gathered at that mountain in that
moment. Every one of us, in some sense, stood at Sinai.

As Reform Jews, we embrace a dynamic understanding of that revelatioone that does
not end at Sinai but continues to unfold in every generation. Torah is not a static
document frozen in time; it is living instruction, a continuing conversation between God
and the Jewish people. Every time we study, interpret, and find meiag in its words, we
continue to stand at the foot of that mountain.



On Erev Shavuot, we traditionally participate in a Tikkun Leil Shavuot.

We call it atikkun - a repair. But in Hebrew, the word also suggests setting something in
order, preparing ourselves to be ready.

There is a midrash- almost comic in its honesty- that tells us that on the day God gave the
Torah to Israel, the people overslept, and God had to wake them up for their own
revelation. Tikkun Leil Shavuot is our annual remedy for that ancient failure. We stay up
all night so that, come dawn, we are thenes already standing at the mountain awake,
expectant, asking: what will we hear this year that we have never heard before?

The custom took shape in 16tkcentury Safed among the great kabbalists of that luminous
circle. Over time, a specific anthology of texts was compiled for the vigielections from

the Torah, the Mishnah, and kabbalistic writings and this collection itself came to be

called simply theTikkun. What began in mystical circles spread across the Jewish world,
and today communities everywhere mark the night of Shavuot with learning.
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stay awake to receive the Torah anew, we turn to the stories of the rabhkisand discover

that they were not so different from us. Through a handful of Talmudic and rabbinic tales,

we will meet characters wrestling with reputation, rivalry, reversal of fortunes, and the
meaning of life. We will ask what these stories reveal about the lives behind them, and
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from across the country teaching a wide range of creativend engaging topics.

We will be sending out the registration link shortly. Once you register, you will have
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though you are welcome to try. You only need to show up, explore a text, and let yourself

be surprised by what Torah has to say to you right now, in this moment of your life. That is
the tikkun: not perfection, but preparation. Not mastery, but presence.

Chag Shavuot Sameachmay this festival bring you learning, meaning, and the quiet joy of
standing, once again, at the foot of the mountain.

Rabbi Wendy



Happy Mot heros Day: Hono
in Judaism

In Judaism, we have a deep reverence for our Matriarchs. They are prevalent in our
liturgy, our biblical stories, and our holidays. We are encouraged to honor and revere our
matriarchs. There is even a special Jewish "Mother's Day"! On the 11th of Cheshwvea
mark the yahrzeit of our matriarch Rachel, who was a symbol of unconditional love and
self-sacrifice for her children. It is a day marked by honoring Jewish motherhood and
learning from Rachel's legacy. Many people choose to study or make pilgrimages
Rachel's tomb in Bethlehem. (Momg you have my permission to use this article as a
source for an extra day to celebrate you!)

On Sunday, May 11th, we will celebrate the secular holiday of Mother's Day! As we
recently shared, Jared and | are expecting our first child! This naturally makes this
Mother's Day- my first as a "momto-be" - feel extra special. As we approach this spexdi
day, | not only think about my own upcoming journey through motherhood, but also all

the mothers who have supported, influenced, and helped me grow throughout my life. |
once saw a quote that said, "Life doesn't come with a manual, it comes with a math®ur
mothers help guide us, shape us, and direct us through life's many twists and turns. | have
a distinct memory of when | was very young and was swimming in a pool. | began to
struggle, and my mother? in her jeans and shirt> jumped in without a moment of
hesitation to make sure | was okay. | have tears in my eyes just writing this. There really is
no power like a mother's love.

My mother and | recently took a motherdaughter trip to Quebec City, and throughout the
trip we not only created new memories but also often spoke about her own journey into
and through motherhood. She shared insight and wisdom with me, which felt so spaki
and personal as | ready myself for this new season of life.

As beautiful as this day may be for many, it also brings pain to many in our community,
and we must hold space for that. There are those among us who have lost their mothers,
those who have lost children, and those who do not have the relationship with thie

mother that they wished they did? just to name a few. Just as there is no power like a
mother's love, there is also no grief that encompasses the enormity of losing a mother or a
child.

So, this Mother's Day, I'm not only sending love to the mothers and mothets-be but also
sending love and support to those who grieve on this day or who simply have complicated
feelings surrounding it. We have the ability and capacity to hold space folit af it.

Kaylene



Executive Directoros Rep

Welcome, Rabbi Josh Franklin!

We are thrilled to announce that Rabbi Josh Franklin will officially join the Temple Judea
family as CeSenior Rabbi on July 1. But you won't have to wait long to meet hinRabbi
Franklin will lead his first Shabbat service on Friday, July 3, followed kaycelebratory
dinner that evening. We hope you will join us for both as we welcome him in true Temple
Judea style!

Getting to know Rabbi Franklin will be easy this summer. He will be hosting open office
hours - sign up to stop by, say hello, and share a little about yourself and what matters to
you. He is also launching a new class, "Ultimate Questions," where he explore the big
ideas and timeless inquiries that sit at the heart of Jewish thought and life. Details on
scheduling will be shared soon.

We are so excited for this new chapter. Please join us in welcoming Rabbi Franklin and his
family to our community!

Celebrating Cantor Kaylene - and Welcoming Two Wonderful Additions

| am delighted to share some wonderful personal news with you: Cantor Kaylene and
Jared are expecting their first baby, due at the beginning of September! We know you will
join us in celebrating this beautiful milestone with them.

Kaylene plans to work through the end of August, and we expect her to return to us at the
beginning of December. We waited to share this news with you out of respect for the
family's wish to do so after receiving the results of the baby's scans.

In the meantime, we have been hard at work putting together a thoughtful coverage plan,
and | am thrilled to tell you that we have secured an outstanding cantor to be with us

during thistime. 7 A OOO1 U AT Ol A1 Bléasedoh mé ih visémlyive@dning A A A
Cantor Suzanne Hamstra Leventhal.

Cantor Suzanne will join Temple Judea full time from midugust through the end of
November as Cantor in Residence. Cantor Suzanne comes to us from Washington Hebrew
Congregation where she has served as an Assistant Cantor since June of 2022 and she
brings exceptional credentials and experience. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Vocal
OAOA&I Oif ATAA &EOI I 4EA "1 00117 #1711 OAOOAOI OU
Conservatory of Music, and she is an ordained graduate of Hebrew Union College. She also
served as a cantorial intern at Yozma in Israel under Rabbi Nir Barkin. And she also plays
guitar, and violin, which will be a wonderful addition to our worship experience.



Cantor Suzanne will be fully integrated into the life of our congregation. She will ¢ead
worship and all lifecycle events, be present in our religious school, and teach several
classes for our community. Both Rabbi Yaron and Rabbi Josh were involvedha search

Al O A AAT O O A O-ardiae very Axdileditd Idad Worshiphafoiydide Cantor
Suzanne.

Cantor Suzanne will be joining us with her husband, Justin Leventhal, who works in public
policy in Washington, D.C. and will be working remotely during their time here. Cantor
Suzanne will be in the HUC placement process to find her permanent home durihg
2026-2027 fiscal year, and we are grateful to have her with us during this transitional
season.

We are so very fortunate- both to celebrate Kaylene and Jared's growing family, and to
have someone of Cantor Suzanne's caliber stepping in to care for our community.

Welcome, Amy Szoke!

Many of you may already know her, but we are delighted to formally introduce Amy Szoke,
who joined the Temple Judea staff in January as our Administrative Assistant. Amytiméull
in the office and has already become a wonderful part of our team. ffay@un't had the

chance to meet her yet, please stop by and say-he#idknow you will love her as much as we
do!

Membership Renewal

Membership renewal statements will be mailed in-Mily. We are deeply grateful to every
member of our sacred communityour commitment and support are what make Temple Judea
the special place it is. When your renewal arrives, we would so appreciatetwaing it at

your earliest convenience. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call the office ai
ask for our Bookkeeper, Mindy Rosenbeghe is happy to help!

Summer Office Hours

As we head into summer, please note that the Temple Judea office will observe reduced
hours beginning Monday, May 26 through Sunday, August 31. During this time, the office
will be open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m.3:00 p.m.

If you need to reach us outside of these hours, please leave a message and we will return
your call or email promptly. We wish everyone a restful and joyful summer!

M orli



TJ PRAYS

Shabbat Worship

Fridays, May 1, May 15, May 22, May 29
Fridays, June 5, 12, 19, 26
5:00 p.m. PreOneg

5:30 p.m. Shabbat Worship
Livestream athttps://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zazd1lkbg4kymehqg

Beach Shabbat
Friday, May 8th at 5:30 p.m.
In the event of inclement weather, we will have one service
at5:30 p.m. at TJ

Beach Havdalah
Saturdays, June 13h and July 11t at 6:00 p.m.
In the event of inclement weather, these services will be cancelled.

Minyan
Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOMwith Michael Ross
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in per son at TJ or via Livestream

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehqgq



https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq

Summer Beach Worship
Shabbat
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With special guest Tratey

Join Us for Shavuot Study with}_the URJ
Celebrate the giving of the Torah with
" aspecial learning session led by
Rabbi Wendy. Come together for
an evening of study, reflection, and
connection. All are welcome.
Thursday, May 21°t ‘ :
Link coming soon - stay tuned for details!
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JOIN US IN WELCOMING RABBI
JOSH FRANKLIN AND HIS FAMILY
FOR HIS FIRST SHABBAT SERVICE!

5:00 P.M. PRE-ONEG
5:30 P.M. WORSHIP
DINNER FOLLOWING SERVICES

COME DRESSED IN YOUR FESTIVE
PATRIOTIC ATTIRE!




Join us for Shabbat Di
Friday, SMay 1
RSVP to the of f6i2cdd6aBy 5Aaritat28o00n.

Warm Pita Bread and Rustic Lavash

Whi pped Feta and Yogurt with Dild/l and Lemon Zest

Charred Eggplant Dip with Tahini and Garlic and Parsl ey
Turkish Garde®MGredn&reens, Citrus, Pistachio, Sumac Vinai
Sumac Roasted heéemkrn Garl i c, Ol ive Oil

Mediterranean Roas®OEde Sml kembs, Citrus, Olive Oil

Roasted MediterraneahzZwWeglitmib| eRepper s, Eggpl ant , Her bs
Turkish StyleOPbtato®s| , Papri ka, Oregano, Lemon, Parsl ey
Tzati ki and Sumac Onions

Fruit Salad and Mini Bakl ava Squares

Friday, "Wey c®mi ng Rabbi Josh Frankl

RSVP to the of f6i2cdd6aBy58dne"aBOnoon.

Grilled beef burgers and kosher hot dogs
BBQ chicken

Grilled veggie burgers for vegetarians
Classic coleslaw

Pasta salad

Baked beans

Israeli salad

Watermelon and apple pie a la mode

Dinner i s after Skebwatcewor ship
$36 / adult and $20U2.child ages 5
NonMembers $43/ person.
Children under 5 are free.
*Pl ease note that we cannot issue any refunds once t
gi venheocaterer.
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KAY'S CORNER
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Join us For Temple Judea’'s

ANNUAL
MEETING

Review of the year

Performance by TJ's own Music Collective
Discharge and Installation of our Board of
Trustees

Shofar Award

Date: May 12, 2026
Time: 7:00 PM

Temple Judea
IS pleagd to honor

Michael Ross
with
The SHOFAR AWARD

The Shofar, or ramés horn, calls peopl

Temple Judeads Shofar Award is given in
who has answered the call of service and commitment to Temple JUemasharing the vision of Temple
Judea and your unwavering leadership and commitment to adult education and to worship.
The clergy and members of Temple Judea are pleased to
bestow this award on our member, teacher and friend,
Michael Ross
at Templ e Judeab MayAa aoaea | Meeting on
Please join us in congratulating him on this most deserved honor.



Adult E ducation

with Rabbi Wendy
In person at Temple Judea in May

By Zoom Junez August www.gotj.org for log in
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. (Tefilah) and 10:00 a.m. (Study)

As part of our year of "Conversations That Matter," we want to give you, our members, a
chance to ask the questions that are pressing on your mind.

Bring your burning questions about faith, tradition, or life's challenges. Perhaps the rabbi has questions
for you z about your journey or perspectives. Or simply come and let conversation flow naturally,
discovering unexpected insights together.

No agenda, no pressure just authentic connection over coffee and cake.

Whether you're seeking guidance, curious about Judaism, or simply craving meaningful conversation, this
is your opportunity for personal engagement with Rabbi Yaron

So, join us, for an open dialogue with Rabbi Yaron and/or Rabbi Wendy

Monday, May 18h at 1:00 p.m.


http://www.gotj.org/
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CANDID CONVERSATIONS FOR WOMEN
Candid Conversation staréd our seventh year in January 2026. We are an energetic, enlightening and
AT ETUAAT A xT T AT 60 cOi Ob AAOEGT AA & O OEA 1 AAEAO
and large group participation. These topics are selected to strengthen thbend of friendship and support
for all who attend the series. Join Marcia Grobman, LCSW, CAP, G5\Whd female TJ members for the
2026 Winter/Spring series of Candid Conversations.

Participating attendees enjoy sharing experiences and learning from one another through communication
and reflection during topic discussions. It is friendly and cozy to be together in a comfortable and
confidential space that will enhance the joyful meaing of a group.

Topics for this series are from ideas and thoughts noted in the writings of Rebbe Menachem Mendel
3AET AAOOIT &O01T 1 OEA Al Bh4 EGA T7xEACOM 1! T-A AN CoH#OA A A
Jacobson. It is suggested that you purchase the paperback ciqgyn Amazon. This is really a wonderful
book to keep and treasure.

Registration is required and class size will bémited to 20 women. Sessions are 1:02:00 p.m.

Until we meet in January, just enjoy the beautiful words of wisdom from Rebbe Menachem Mendel

3AET AAOOI T &EO1 i OEA AITTE 041 xAOA ' -AATET c&EOI | E
AT TE 041 xAOA 12 4BRBAT EE GAEDN 1, /£ Aelel Belo®. AAAASG AOA

T MAY 7, 2026 WOMEN AND MEN

f JUNE 4, 2026 MIRACLES
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and is a licensed clinical social worker (LCSW). She is also a certified addiction professional (CAP) and a
certified clinical geriatric social worker (CSWG). Marcia worked for Palm Beach County Public Safety
$ADAOCOI AT Oh oAl T "AAAE #1 01 OU 3EAOCEEASO /| AZLZEAAR
She has been practicing for over 40 years.

Registration is required and class size is limited z contact Amy@gotj.org

KABBALAH
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. with Ellie Schweitzer
at Temple Judea




LUNCH
LEARN

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Wendy
Torah on Trial: When Jewish Traditions Meet Modern Life
Wednesday May 13t at 11:45 a.m. z 1:00 p.m.
RSVP by/11 at noon. Lunch is $22/person. 56244633
5/13 Flags on the Bimah, Faith in the Pevd exploring Zionism, nationalism, and the
Reform sanctuary. Should there be a separation of religion and state within our sacred space
We will also open up to suggestions for questions to bring before the Reform Responsa
Committee. Come ready to thinlkeglohte, and weigh in.

Communities

hY

TJO6s Book Club at 10: 30 ¢

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2IINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsMOI5QT09

Meeting ID: 863 2152 4611 Passcode: 910340

May 4™ How to Read a Book by Monica Wood Leader: Karen Karmazin
June 1% Snow in August by Pete Hamill Leader: Millie Selinger
July 6™ Peggy by Rebecca Godfrey Leader: Elizabeth Nelson
August 3™ On Her Own by Lahi Lapid Leader: Karen Davis

Questions: Contact Beth Baker at bethloves@gmail.com.

Bereavement Support

Marcia Grobman, LCSW, is available to schedule on@n-one meetings for supportive therapy for
those who have recently lost a loved one. All sessions are complimentary for Temple Judea membe
and limited to three meetings Call the officeto schedule a session at 5838244633

About Marcia Grobman, LCSW

Marcia Grobman received her Master's Degree in Social Work from Barry University in Miami Sho
Florida, and is a licensed clinical social worker. She is also a certified addiction professional and a c
geriatric clinical social worker.

Marcia has worked for the Palm Beach County Public Safety Department, Palm Beach County Sh
Office, Alpert Jewish Family and Children's Services, and Morse Geriatric Center. She has been in |
for over 40 years.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09
mailto:bethloves@gmail.com

Starting in July!

Rabbi Josh is opening his doors and would
love to connect with you one-on-one.
Whether you want to share what's on your
heart, ask a question, or simply introduce
yourself, this is your opportunity to sit down
together in a relaxed, personal setting.

Office hours are available
Tuesdays from 1:00-3:00 p.m. and
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Sign up for a 30-minute spot at
calendly.com/joshf-templejudeapbc.

EHe can't wait to meet yow!
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QUESTIONS

WHOSE ANSWERS YOU GAN'T GOOGLE « -

WE LIVE INFASWORLD-WHERE ALMOST ANYTHINGACAN} BE- ANSWEREDAINSTANTLY\BUTFTHE MOST IMRORTANT
QUESTIONSHINALIFE REGUSETOARITEINTOATSEARGH BAR:
WHAT HAPRENS ARTER WE DIE?
[51GOD/REAL?
WHY; DO BADFTHINGS HARRENFTO\GOOD  REORLE?
DIDFTHE STORIESAOGTHE BIBLEIREALLY"0CCUR?:
ARE THE JEWISH REORLE DISARPEARING=0R1EVOLVING?
WHENRWILLSTRE MESSIARICOME?
HOW WILLTARTIGICIALTINTELUIGENCE RESHARE  JUDAISM?

ANDIPERHARS MOST URGENTLY: WHAT MAKES A LIFEMEANINGFUL?
JUDAISMIHAS NEVERAVOIDED BIGIQUESTIONS: IT-WAS BUILT\ONFTHEM.
THISTCLASSHISTFORTSKERTICSFANDIBELIEVERSTALIKE; FOR-THE CURIOUSFAND THE SEARCHING.
NOFPRIORTBACKGROUND/REQUIRED=0NLY-ATWILLINGNESS TO-THINK DEERLY AND-WRESTLE
WITHFWHATEMATTERS MOST.

JULY21; AUGUST 18;, SEPTEMBERF 15, 0CTOBER 20, NOVEMBER 17; DECEMBER 19,
JANUARY"26;, FEBRUARY"23; MARCH16; ARRIL 13, MAY"18

2:00 PM.
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LEARNING TO LOVE
OURSELVES
WITH RABBI WENDY

Tune 3. July 8. August 12

Do Jews love being Jewish? It's a question that might make us a little
uncomfortable - which is exactly why it's worth asking. This three-session course
traces the complicated, often ambivalent relationship Jews have had with their
own identity - from the biblical Israelites who longed to return to Egypt, to the self-
deprecating humor of Woody Allen, to the Jews who change their names and
drift from their communities. Together, we will explore what it truly means to
embrace who we are - and what gets in the way. Honest, thought-provoking, and
perhaps surprisingly personal.

Session 1: Love Your Neighbor as Yourself - But What Does That Actually Mean? We
know the commandment. But do we take seriously the second half - as yourself?
This session begins with the text and asks the deeper guestion: is self-love a
prerequisite for loving others, or does loving others teach us fo love ourselves? We
will explore what it truly means to love yourself - and why that question is harder,
and more important, than it might first appear.

Session 2: From Egypt to Enlightenment - A History of Jewish Ambivalence The
Israelites had barely crossed the Sea of Reeds before they wanted to go back.
That impulse - to retreat, to assimilate, to distance oneself from Jewish identity -
has echoed through Jewish history ever since. This session traces that thread from
the biblical narrative through the Enlightenment, from Jews who converted under
persecution to those who shed their Jewish particularity hoping to earn
acceptance in the wider world. We will ask not who or when we felt ambivalent -
but why, and what those conditions reveal about the enduring question of Jewish
belonging.

Session 3: Jews in Modern Media - Why Do We Love and Watch Them? Jewish
characters are everywhere in contemporary television - and they are rarely
flattering. They're anxious, self-absorbed, socially awkward, and often oblivious. So
why are these portrayals so wildly popular - with Jewish and non-Jewish audiences
alike? What does it say about us that we keep writing these characters, and keep
watching them? This session brings our conversation into the present, asking what
the stories we tell about ourselves reveal about how much - or how litfle - we have
learned to love ourselves.

Lunch and e at 1145 am.

822 pendon. Rsup requined to
5671-624-4633




Join us for a lovely (
afternoon at ’

Tea Panty

\
ga A gl

Wednesday BN,

Temple Judea
Sisterhood Member: $35

Non-Member: $45
Questions: Sue King, Chairperson,
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= Join ug for a
Welcome
Branch

Help us welcome
Rabbi Josh Franklin to
Temple Juded!

Join us on Thursday, July 16" at
10:45 a.m.

This event is free but you need to
RSVP by no later than July 9" to_
561-624-4633



Social Action
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Tuesday.May 12 and June 9 - READ TO KINDERGARTEN AT
HELP FEED THE HUNGRY I GROVE PARK ELEMENTARY
47 AAT AZEEO 308 ' ahdFoagiag O- | <CHOOL
Hope Village PLEASE CONSIDER making I - —_—
sandwiches at home on white, whole wheat, or | 5/26

whatever bread with PEANUT BUTTER AND JELL\I - You will meet at the school at 9: 15 a.m.!
or TURKEY AND CHEESE or 3 slices of ANY CHEE. | Books will be provided.

and small amount of mustardNo need to cut the . :

sandwiches. Put each one in a baggi®ne loaf of [ Grove Parkis located at 8330 North
bread makes 10 sandwichesThey distribute 300 =, Military Trail, Palm Beach Gardens, and is a
sandwiches a day so any amount is greatly 1 Title 1 school. Limited to 10 -15 volunteers /
appreciated. DROP OFF YOUR SANDWICHES AT _ _ visit.

TEMPLEz MAIN DOOR any time from 9:30 a.rg.
11:00 a.m. Questions?Call the office at (561)624
4633.

11 Please call the office to sign up at
- 561-624-4633.
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Feeding Hope Village
Faith Deliverance Church & Feeding Hope Village Food Pantry
Wednesdy May 6
3437 Avenue O., Riviera Beach

9:30 a.m. 0 1:00 p.m. to distribute meals.
Call the office to register at 561 -624-4633



Give back to the community by volunteering.

Sign up at the
Community Soup
Kitehen.

Server & Table Companion - Serving hot meals to clients experiencing
homelessness, as well as interacting with the clients. Making personal
connections is a vital part of the service; they offer lunch as a way to engage
their clients. The Café is meant to be a “dining experience” and not “just
lunch,” with a dignified, peaceful atmosphere. All of the volunteers are
encouraged to spend time talking with and listening to the clients, providing
companionship and support.

10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

June 24, July 29, August 25
Call the office to register at 561-624-4633




Mazel Tov/

Noah Steiner, son of Alison & Jonathan Steisdrecoming a Bar Mitzvah on May 1t
2026. Noah is 7Hgrade student at Independence Middle Schimolupiter; He is a
young man of many passions. Whether he is honing his discipline in Krav Maga
or showingteamwork on the soccefield Noah brings energy and dedicatitn
everything he does.

Beyond his hobbies, Noah has already begun to make his mark asradnseh. As
part of his Holocaust studies at school, he was recently honored biygght
Through Educatioprogram, winning an award for his video on aollying. This
achievementld Kt A3 KGa b2l KQa RSSL) SYLJI GK& |
value ofTikkun Olanfrepairing the world).
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&,\ We inadvertently missed the last page of birthdays for Aj
4 27 Isaac Roslin
\ 7 Carol Weinstock
\ \ 28 Frank Geller
\ 28 Ellen Gelsen
) \ 28 Julia Kaplan Hanan
28 Sanford Miller
28 James Rubin
28 Elly Sacher
\ 28 Bruce Wallach
29 Jefirey Berfond
29 Judd Ettinger
29 Svdney Haselkorn
29 Susan Jackowitz
29 Alexander Lappin
29 =sther Sz
) Esther Szmukler ':} |

29 Jason Wanuck o, )
30 Henry Miller '\ @ %
30 Gerald Richman 4
30 Jared Roth =

30 Toni Sadowsky "i i ,{{i

Happy Belated Birthdays!
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1\ elanie Greenstein
@Alexander Klein
Steven Lesnik
(Karen Levine-Slosberg
Penny Miller
Marianne Baker
Charles Feldman
Irene Glanz
Laura Harris
Jesse Lehman
Darryl Lippman
Bonnie Michaels
Charlotte Plotsky
Jeff Slepin
Rosalyn Binday
Carolyn Cohan
Craig Forleiter
Eric Glasband
Benjamin Levine
Andrea Saxon
Mark Weisburger
Joshua Franklin
Cody James Harrison
Roni Kapitulnik
Tom Kapitulnik
Allen Sirkin
Alan Weissman
Margaux Gualano
Dylan Harrison
Burke Kuskin
Revan Lazarus
Andrea Lewis
Bo Lint
Scott Waldman
Isabel Berg
Katherine Cutler
Sheree Friedlander
Cash Harrison
Judy Kaufman
Carly Routman
Randee Zwart
Alex Brock
Barbra Francisco
Ben Holtzman
Jack Wanuck
David Ehrlich
Justin Fox
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Birthday-May

Julian Lerer
Marsha Rotman
Victoria Rubenstein
Jane Salamon
Jerome Schneider
Nancy Leslie

Mark Levine

Beth Schatman
Rebekah Faivus
Michael Ross

Mei Mei Sales
Charlotte Sirota
Phillip Taylor

Lois Harmon
Phyllis Magarian
Sharron Markovitz
Barry Tornick
Amy Terwilleger
William Toback
Michael Hanan
Yaron Kapitulnik
Elyse Schneiderman
Ronni Silverman Zinn
Susan Warsett
Joshua Wood
Michele Wood
Charli Feiner

Lois Morse

Judy Rubin

Sandy Spar

Daniel Teres

Jaxon Budnick
Jerry Grant
Michael Schneider
Cliff Budnick
Michael Hoffman
Gale Salz

Joan Barovick

Dale Frey

Rita Levine

Rachel Levy

Amy Forleiter

Judy Kamensky
Sarah Lerer
Madeline Lesnik
Carolyn Yasuna
Susan Feinstein
Matthew O'Connor

20
20
20
20
21
21
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
30
30
30

Carole Rosen

Jack Rubinstein
Michelle Sager
David Segalowitz
Barbara Glasband
Ellen Rasnick
Frances Burday
Edward Fleischman
Sarajane Goldstein
Ryan Goldworm
Jon Lappin

Elaine Parisier
Stephen Quittman
Patricia Woodman
Sheila Grant

Eva Harrison
Shelby Kruzhkov 31
Susan Levine
Fred Lokoff 31
William Saltzman 3!
Victoria Alexios
Naomi Rubin

Laurie Toback
Allison Wohl George
Nancy Wollman

Iris Burke

Barbara Feldman
Mimi Heyman

Gayle Newman
Gerald Feibusch
Steve Garine

Sandra Goldworm
Mel Diamond

Gary Goldwasser
Nancy Hart

Zakary Cutler

Dalia Macdonald
Joslyn Miller
Sharma Schacknow
Susan Tashlik
Mitchell Uiberall
Ari Zur

Marjorie Housen
John Mortimer
Bernice Stern Valove
Elliot Glanz
Charlene Gordon
Debbie Luskin

@

Paul Sacher
Susan Sandler
Henry Berezin
Harry Berger
Cecile Lichtman
Brianne Lint
Lynn Liss
Bernard Rothman
Karen Rouff
Allison Saft

N. Deborah Stapler
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1 Marjorle Berg
1 ¥ Dagid Beron
1 ‘ Larry Cohen
1 Susan Hankin
Bruce Lazarus
David Mortman
Paul Schacknow
Daniel Shrank
Stephen Bernstein
Miriella Kruzhkov
Melanie Paulus
Lee Cohen
Kennedy Cutler
Arthur Hankin
Robert Lund
Thomas Mann
Aileen Rothbard
Joel Rothenberg
Andrea White
Bryna Berman
Judith Devore
Andrew Oremland
Wendy Venoff
Karen Alexander
Theodore Henry
Jake Josza

Merrie Singer
Amy August
Benjamin Brock
Matthew Handler
Rosanne Kentoff
Parker Macdonald
Carol Slater
Stephen Wagmeister
Emily Casper
Greta Cirlin

Ellen Michelle Goldberg
Joyce Bashner
Dylan Harrison
Jeffrey Schacknow
Toni Smith

Judith Gordon Fader
Nancy Propper
Daniel Goldberg
Sheila Plotkin
Roger Rukin
Tyler Schiff
Jesse Zazik
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Blrthday -June

12
12
12
12
12
12
13
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
21
21
22
22
22
22

23

Randi Brandt
Kaylene Cole

Jill Gansler

Abigail Kanfer
Julian Rubin
Marion Wainer
Barbara Walters
Susan Frankel

Eric Kaplan
Barbara Schwartz
Luca Nathaniel Sheynfeld
Scott Shleifer

Judi Venet

Juliette Schacknow
Gail Wertheimer
Bonnie Mercure
Lea Rosenberg
Morgan Witten
Desmond Flynn
Ryder Charles Rosenthal
Whitney Schiff
Kedra Michelle Singer
Richard Slater
Ronald Zatman
Mark Bernstein
Brett Handler
Lindsay Katz
Aubrey Lerer
Mindy Rosenberg
Henry Wainer
Arleen Wayte
Carrol Zazik
Avonlea Berger
Allison Cohen
Phyllis Cohodes
Marion Madoff
Noah Steiner
Sheryl Wysockey
Emily Bowen
Ethan Levinson
David Wolf

Debra Cooper
Kenneth Hassan
Steven Daren

Reva Halperin
Emmi Noah Sheynfeld
Gloria Smith

Israel Alvarez

23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
28
28
29
29
30
30
30

Elodie Bergef ' y

Sofie Garine %
Ruth Abrams Gonzalez
Alex Hausman
Elaine Lashin
Bernard Levine
Myles Marks
Alexandra Shrank
Benjamin Shrank
Roxanne Axelrod
Neil Exter

Anita Beron

John Marcus

Ray Nolte

Burton Evan Rocks
Joan Sall

Natalie Schuster
Layla Weinstein
Judith Wrubel
Maurice Emmer
Jessica Goodman
Michael Hecht
Susan Newman
Beth Baker
Michael Lourie
Hudson Ellis
Myrna Landay
Stephen Paul
Stacy Pillersdorf
David Blanken
Marvin Solomon
David Bartos
Madison Prince
Carol Wagmeister
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