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Teaching children no to BE, but to 

LOVE being Jewish!  

I grew up in Jerusalem, so I have no natural connection to American baseball. But over the years, I've 
noticed something fascinating about how kids become sports fans in America, and it's taught me A LOT 
about raising Jewish children. 

Think about it: How does a seven-year-old in the Bronx become a die-hard Yankees fan? Do their parents 
sit them down for a formal lecture about the team's storied history? Do they require them to memorize 
statistics about Babe Ruth and Derek Jeter? Do they force them to watch games while the child protests? 
$Ï ÔÈÅÙ ÄÒÏÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÆÆ ÁÔ Ȱ9ÁÎËÅÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȱ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȩ 

Of course not. 

Instead, what happens is this: The child watches their father jump off the couch when Aaron Judge hits a 
home run. They see their grandmother wearing her Yankees cap with pride on errands around town. 
They notice the family scheduling dinner around game time. They absorb casual conversations about 
players, trades, and pennant races. They feel the electricity in the air on game days. 

The child doesn't learn to love the Yankees through obligation or instruction. They learn it through 
osmosis - by witnessing their parents', and many times - grandparents, uncles and aunts - genuine 
passion and joy. The love is transmitted not through what parents say about the team, but through what 
parents feel about the team. 

The same is true for Judaism - if we want our children and grandchildren to love being Jewish, we need to 
ask ourselves: Do we model that love? Do our faces light up when Shabbat approaches? Do our kids see us 
genuinely excited about Jewish holidays, or do they only see us stressed about preparations? When we 
talk about Israel, temple activities, or Jewish values, is there joy and enthusiasm in our voices, or merely 
duty and obligation? 

Children are remarkably perceptive. They can distinguish between authentic engagement and 
performative religiosity. They know the difference between those who light Shabbat candles because 
they truly cherish the ritual and those who do it merely out of obligation or guilt, or don't do it at all. 

This doesn't mean we need to dramatically increase our level of observance. It means we need to find the 
Jewish practices and experiences that genuinely resonate with us - and then embrace them with 
authentic enthusiasm. 

Maybe for you, it means hosting a Shabbat dinner where friends and family gather around your table. 
Maybe it's getting involved in social justice work that connects to Jewish values of tikkun olam- repairing 
the world. Maybe it's learning Torah with real curiosity and connecting it to real and relevant life lessons. 
Maybe it's traveling to Israel and sharing your genuine love for the land and its people. It can be watching 
an Adam Sandler movie together or baking a challah occasionally, letting the smell of the fresh baked 
ÂÒÅÁÄ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÉÔÓ ÍÁÒË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÏÕÌȢ )Ô ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ Á ×ÅÅËÌÙ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÊÏËÅȟ ÏÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȟ 
there is no limit to the things we can do. 

The specific practices matter less than the authenticity of your engagement. Just as the Yankees fan 
parents might also watch other teams or sports, you don't need to do everything Jewishly - you just need 
to do something Jewishly with real passion. 



We often place tremendous emphasis on Jewish education - Hebrew school, Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
preparation, youth groups. These are valuable, but they're not sufficient. A child can complete years of 
religious school and still feel disconnected from Judaism if they don't see it modeled as something joyful 
and meaningful at home. 

Conversely, children raised in homes where parents genuinely love Jewish life often develop strong 
Jewish identities even without extensive formal education. They've learned that being Jewish isn't about 
checking boxes or meeting requirements - it's about belonging to something beautiful and meaningful.  

!ÎÄ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÇÒÁÎÄÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȡ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÍÏÄÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ 
Judaism, becomes even more critical when your grandchildren are raised in homes where Judaism is not 
practiced or is not a high priority. If you are the main role model for your grandchildren in showing them 
what it means to be Jewish, you have a great responsibility, and opportunity on your hands.  

I know this is challenging. Many of us didn't grow up with this model ourselves. Many of us harbor our 
own ambivalences about Jewish life or struggle to find meaningful connection to practices that feel 
outdated or foreign. 

That's okay. The goal isn't perfection - it's authenticity. Start with what genuinely moves you. Maybe it's 
the music of Shabbat services. Maybe it's Jewish cooking that connects you to your grandmother's 
kitchen. Maybe it's the intellectual richness of Jewish texts. Maybe it's the pride you feel in Jewish 
achievements and contributions to the world. The life changing experience you had in a Jewish camp or 
trip to Israel. 

Find your entry point and let your children and grandchildren see you engage with it authentically. Let 
them witness your genuine excitement, your real questions, your honest struggles, and your true joy. 

Because here's what I've learned after fifteen years of rabbinical work: Children don't need parents and 
grandparents who perform Judaism perfectly. They need parents and grandparents who love Judaism 
authentically. 

Just like those Yankees fans who wear their pinstripes with pride -win or lose, good season or bad - our 
children need to see us wearing our Jewish identity with genuine love and joy. 

That's how traditions are truly transmitted - not through lectures or requirements, but through the 
contagious enthusiasm of people who genuinely love what they're sharing. 

!Ó !ÍÏÓ /Ú ÔÅÁÃÈÅÓȡ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÖÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÏÎÌÙ ȰÉÎÆÅÃÔȢȱ 

 

r×ââĀ µ×īĜĖ 

  



Living in Two Worlds: A Reform Jewish 

Approach to Secular Holidays  

 

Some of my favorite childhood memories involve Valentine's Day - the excitement of choosing cards for 

each of my classmates, carefully selecting which designs matched which friends. Halloween was equally 

magical: designing costumes, making plans with friends, staying out late trick-or-treating under the 

reliable Arizona sky where the weather never cancelled our fun. It never occurred to me that there was 

any conflict between these celebrations and being a committed Jewɂuntil I attended religious school at 

my Conservative synagogue and was made to feel guilty about observing Halloween. That moment of 

confusion - being told that something joyful and innocent was somehow un-Jewish - stayed with me. Now, 

years later as a rabbi, I'm often asked: "Should we be celebrating these holidays? Are they 'Jewish 

enough'? Are we compromising our identity by participating?" 

These are honest, thoughtful questions, and they deserve honest, thoughtful answers. The truth is, we live 

in two worlds. We are deeply rooted in our Jewish tradition - keeping Shabbat, celebrating our festivals, 

marking life's passages through Jewish ritual. But we are also fully American, participating in the broader 

culture around us. And sometimes, figuring out how to honor both identities can feel complicated. 

Our Reform movement has actually wrestled with these questions quite seriously. There's a fascinating 

responsum (a formal rabbinic opinion), published in 2015, that addresses exactly this issue: when is it 

appropriate for Jews to participate in holidays that originate outside our tradition? 

The ancient concern goes back to the Torah itself. Leviticus 18:3 warns us not to follow "the practices of 

the land of Egypt where you dwelt, or of the land of Canaan" in ways that would compromise our 

distinctive identity as Jews. Throughout Jewish history, our sages have asked: which customs can we 

adopt from the surrounding culture, and which should we avoid? 

The traditional answer distinguished between practices that are purely ritual or religious (which Jews 

should not adopt) and those that serve a practical, rational purpose in society (which are acceptable). For 

example, there is a discussion in the Babylonian Talmud stating that it was historically forbidden to study 

Greek wisdom, but in the case of the household of Rabban Gamaliel, it was permitted because that 

household had close ties with the government. Similarly, although it was forbidden for Jews to mimic 

Roman hairstyles, a distinguished individual was permitted to have a Roman hairstyle because he 

similarly had close ties to the government. But here, living in a modern democracy, all of us live in "close 

ties" to the government because the government and the culture belong to us, and we do not regard them 

as alien entities. So we need a different framework through which to make choices about participating in 

our greater society. 

Here's the key distinction: we differentiate between "religious" holidays and "secular" holidays. Religious 

holidays - like Christmas and Easter - present different considerations. These holidays carry specifically 

Christian theological meaning. Many of us participate in holiday gatherings with friends, colleagues, or 

family, and interfaith households often develop their own meaningful traditions that honor multiple 

heritages. What distinguishes these holidays from the secular ones such as Thanksgiving and Halloween 

is their continuing religious significance. As Reform Jews, we respect both the autonomy of each family to 

make their own choices and the distinctly Christian nature of these observances. 



Secular holidays, on the other hand, are different. These are celebrations that have become part of our 

common civic culture - days when all Americans, regardless of religious background, can participate 

together as fellow citizens. New Year's Day, Valentine's Day, Thanksgiving, Halloween, and even patriotic 

holidays like Memorial Day and the Fourth of July fall into this category. These celebrations create what 

we might call a "common space" where people of all backgrounds can gather, share experiences, and 

express values that unite rather than divide us. 

Think about Valentine's Day. Yes, it's named after a Christian saint, but today's celebration has little to do 

with religious observance. Instead, it's become a cultural moment for expressing love and appreciation - 

values that are deeply Jewish! Our tradition teaches "V'ahavta l'reacha kamocha" (Love your neighbor as 

yourself). Showing kindness and affection to those we care about isn't un-Jewish - it's profoundly Jewish. 

Similarly, New Year's Eve isn't a religious observance. It's a secular marker of time, an opportunity for 

reflection and renewal that happens to fall on the Gregorian calendar rather than the Hebrew one. We 

can participate in these celebrations without compromising our Jewish identity, just as we participate in 

many aspects of American civic life. 

But here's the important caveat: our participation in secular holidays should not lead us to neglect our 

own. If anything, our engagement with the broader culture should inspire us to strengthen our 

connection to Jewish time and Jewish celebration. Are we as enthusiastic about Rosh Hashanah as we are 

about New Year's? Do we express love as intentionally on Tu B'Av (the Jewish day of love) as we do on 

Valentine's Day? Do we count the Omer with the same anticipation we feel counting down to midnight on 

December 31st? 

When we face decisions about celebrating holidays outside the Jewish calendar, here are three questions 

we might ask ourselves: Is this essentially religious worship in another faith  - or is it civic/cultural? 

What values is it teaching in my home  - gratitude, generosity, love, welcome, remembrance? Will 

it strengthen Jewish living... or quietly replace it?  If the answers lead us toward shared values and do 

not diminish our own Jewish practices, there is room for participationɂwith intention.  

So, this year, let's enjoy the secular holidays that mark our shared American experience. And then come 

back to temple, where we'll celebrate the sacred rhythms of Jewish time together. There's room for both 

in a life well lived. 

L'shalom uv'yedidut, 

In peace and friendship always, 

Rabbi Wendy  

  



 From Brooklyn to Broadway: A Jewish 

Girlõs Journey to Icon 

 

When thinking of prolific Broadway Jewish singers, it is hard to think of anyone more influential than 

Barbra Streisand. With a career spanning seven decades, Barbra Streisand has solidified herself as not 

only a singer but also a filmmaker, activist and a true artist ɀ time and time again refusing to be anybody 
except who she truly was.  

When Barbra Streisand first stepped onto the stage of a Greenwich Village nightclub in the early 1960s, 

no one could have predicted that this unconventional young woman from Brooklyn would redefine what 

it meant to be an entertainer. With a voice that could melt hearts, Streisand didn't just become a star - she 

became an institution, transforming the entertainment landscape for generations to come. 

In an era when Hollywood demanded a certain look from its leading ladies, Streisand refused to conform. 

She kept her distinctive nose, embraced her Brooklyn accent, and turned what others might have 

considered liabilities into her greatest assets. Her authenticity became her superpower. By simply being 
herself, she opened doors for countless performers who didn't fit the traditional mold of stardom. 

Her vocal prowess is the stuff of legendɂa three-octave range that could navigate from tender ballads to 

soaring anthems with equal command. But Streisand's genius extended far beyond her voice. She 

approached songs as an actor approaches a script, finding the emotional truth in every lyric and making 

audiences feel every word as if it were being sung just for them. 

While her singing made her a household name, Streisand's ambitions reached beyond the microphone. In 

1983, she became only the second woman in history to direct a major Hollywood film with Yentl, which 

she also produced, co-wrote, and starred in. The film was a labor of love that she fought for nearly 15 

years to bring to the screenɂa passion project that demonstrated her unwavering commitment to stories 

she believed in. She would go on to direct two more films, proving that her vision extended to every 
aspect of the creative process. 

The accolades speak for themselves: two Academy Awards, ten Grammy Awards (including the Lifetime 

Achievement Award and Grammy Legend Award), five Emmy Awards, a special Tony Award, and the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom. She's one of the few performers to have achieved EGOT status and 

remains the best-selling female artist of all time, with over 150 million records sold worldwide. But 

beyond the statistics lies something more profound - a career spanning seven decades that has never 

ceased to evolve and inspire. 

On February 13th, we will pay tribute to this Jewish icon by having Barbra Streisand Shabbat! We will 

feature familiar tunes and even maybe one or two new ones, showcasing her rich and varied repertoire. 

Put on your Shabbat clothes and get ready to sing along! 

Kaylene   



Executive Directorõs Report 

Update on Our High Season Schedule 

We are delighted to share that our double services at 4:30-5:30 and 6:00-7:00 are working 
well, and we no longer have people standing! 

Our congregation's remarkable growth is a blessing, and it requires us to adapt during our 
high season. Through mid-April, we will continue running two services to welcome 
everyone comfortably during our busiest time. This temporary change means we will not 
be able to hold our Oneg before both services, as time and resources do not permit it. 

We know the Oneg is about much more than refreshmentsɂit's about connection and 
community. We understand this temporary change may be disappointing. However, there 
will still be opportunities to connect with fellow congregants if you arrive a bit early for 
services. Additionally, our Shabbat dinners on February 6th and March 5th are wonderful 
opportunities to socialize and build community. If you would like to attend, please call the 
office to register. 

Come mid-April, we will return to our regular schedule with our usual Oneg and single-
service format. 

Thank you for your understanding and flexibility as we navigate this growth together. If 
you have ideas or suggestions for how we might better serve our community during this 
time, please share them with me. We have explored many options, but we may have 
missed something. 

Wishing us all a happy and meaningful 2026. 

Warm regards, 

Morli  

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

Shabbat Worship   

Double Services 
Friday s, February 6 th, 13th, 20th, 27th   

4:30 p.m. ɀ 5:30 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m. ɀ 7:00 p.m. 

We will stream the 6:00 p.m. service.  
 

Livestream 6:00 p.m. at  
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq  

 
There will be NO pre -oneg.  When there is a Shabbat dinner, it 

will be after the 6:00 p.m. service.  

. 

 

Minyan  

Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOM with Michael Ross  

Thursday s at 9:30 a.m. in per son at TJ or via Livestream  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq  

  

TJ PRAYS  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq


 

 

Join us for Shabbat Dinner! 
Dinner is after the 6:00 p.m. Shabbat worship service 

$36 / adult and $20/ child ages 5-12.  

Non-Members $43/person.  

Children under 5 are free. 

 

Friday, February 6th Ȱ RSVP by February 3rd at noon 

Fire-Roasted Beets, Arugula and Baby Greens, Red Onion, Mint, Parsley, Citrus 

Sumac Vinaigrette and Toasted Pistachios 

Bone-In Chicken Roasted, Warm Shawarma Blend, Caramelized Onions 

Lemon-Honey Roasted Garlic Oven Roasted Salmon with Cool Cucumber Tahini 

Basmati Rice, Saffron, Golden Raisins, Almonds 

Smoky Eggplant, Roasted Cauliflower Florets, with Tahini Sauce, Herbs, 

Pomegranate Seeds 

Warm Brownie with Ice Cream 

 

Friday, March 6th Ȱ RSVP by March 3rd at noon 

Coconut Lime Potato and Sweet Corn Chowder 

Island Herb-Grilled Chicken with Charred Citrus and Pineapple Jus 

Citrus-Glazed Salmon with Papaya-Mango Salsa 

Caribbean Coconut Rice with Pigeon Peas 

Garlic-Grilled Island Vegetables 

Rum-Caramel Bread Pudding and Sun-Kissed Berry Cobbler (GF) 

 

 

RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633. 
*Please note that we cannot issue any refunds once the headcount for the dinner has been 

given to the caterer. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose Hope 

Shabbat  
Friday, February 6 th  at  

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

Join us for an inspirational Shabbat of spiritual 

renewal and celebration as we honor our 

community of parents, children, sisters, 

brothers, grandparents and friends who have 

joined the fight to beat cancer and to honor 

the memory of those who fought so br avely.  

 

Barbra  

Streisand  

Shabbat  

Friday, February 13th at  

4:30-5:30 p.m. and 6:00-7:00 p.m.  

 



 



 



     

 

 



 



Adult Education  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

As part of our year of "Conversations That Matter," we want to give you, our members, a 
chance to ask the questions that are pressing on your mind.  

Bring your burning questions about faith, tradition, or life's challenges. Perhaps the rabbi has questions 
for you ɀ about your journey or perspectives. Or simply come and let conversation flow naturally, 
discovering unexpected insights together. 

No agenda, no pressure ɀ just authentic connection over coffee and cake. 

Whether you're seeking guidance, curious about Judaism, or simply craving meaningful conversation, this 
is your opportunity for personal engagement with Rabbi Yaron 

So, join us, for an open dialogue with Rabbi Yaron and/or Rabbi Wendy.   Mondays at 1:00 p.m.  

February 9, March 9, April 13, May 18 

 

 

with Rabbi Wendy  

In person at Temple Judea  

Note NEW TIME!!! 
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. (Tefilah) and 10:00 a.m. (Study) 

 



 



 

CANDID CONVERSATIONS FOR WOMEN  
Candid Conversation started our seventh year in January 2026.   We are an energetic, enlightening and 

ÅÎÊÏÙÁÂÌÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÏÆ 4ÅÍÐÌÅ *ÕÄÅÁȢ  $ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÓÍÁÌÌ 

and large group participation.  These topics are selected to strengthen the bond of friendship and support 

for all who attend the series.  Join Marcia Grobman, LCSW, CAP, CSW-G, and female TJ members for the 

2026 Winter/Spring series of Candid Conversations.   

Participating attendees enjoy sharing experiences and learning from one another through communication 

and reflection during topic discussions.  It is friendly and cozy to be together in a comfortable and 

confidential space that will enhance the joyful meaning of a group. 

Topics for this series are from ideas and thoughts noted in the writings of Rebbe Menachem Mendel 

3ÃÈÎÅÅÒÓÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏËȟ Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄ ! -ÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ,ÉÆÅɂ4ÈÅ 7ÉÓÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÂÂÅȟȱ ÁÄÁÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÉÍÏÎ 

Jacobson.  It is suggested that you purchase the paperback copy from Amazon.  This is really a wonderful 

book to keep and treasure.  

Registration is required and class size will be limited to 20 women.   Sessions are 1:00 -2:00 p.m. 

Until we meet in January, just enjoy the beautiful words of wisdom from Rebbe Menachem Mendel 

3ÃÈÎÅÅÒÓÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄ ! -ÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ,ÉÆÅȢȱ  #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 

ÂÏÏË Ȱ4Ï×ÁÒÄ ! -ÅÁÎÉÎÇÆÕÌ ,ÉÆÅɂ4ÈÅ 7ÉÓÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÂÂÅȱ ÁÒÅ noted below.   

¶ FEBRUARY 5, 2026      CHARITY AND WEALTH 

¶ MARCH 5, 2026  FEAR AND ANXIETY 

¶ APRIL 9, 2026  RESPONSIBILITY  

¶ MAY 7, 2026  WOMEN AND MEN 

¶ JUNE 4, 2026                  MIRACLES  

 

-ÁÒÃÉÁ 'ÒÏÂÍÁÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ×ÏÒË ÆÒÏÍ "ÁÒÒÙ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ -ÉÁÍÉ 3ÈÏÒÅÓȟ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ 

and is a licensed clinical social worker (LCSW).  She is also a certified addiction professional (CAP) and a 

certified clinical geriatric social worker (CSW-G).  Marcia worked for Palm Beach County Public Safety 

$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ 0ÁÌÍ "ÅÁÃÈ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȟ !ÌÐÅÒÔ *Å×ÉÓÈ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ -ÏÒÓÅ 'ÅÒÉÁÔÒÉÃ #ÅÎÔÅÒȢ  

She has been practicing for over 40 years.  

Registration is required and class size is limited ɀ contact Randi at randi@gotj.org . 
 

 

 

KABBALAH  

Mondays at 10:30 a.m. with Ellie Schweitzer 

at Temple Judea 

mailto:randi@gotj.org


 
 

The Language of the Soul:  
Conversations with God Through Jewish Prayer  

With Rabbi Yaron and Cantorial Soloist Kaylene  

Thursdays at 10:45 a.m.  
February 26: Songs of the Soul 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 5: Birkhot Hashachar" 
¶ Morning blessings as awakening to divine presence 
¶ Pesukei D'zimrah - verses of song as spiritual preparation 
¶ How praise opens channels of communication 

March 19: Shabbat as Sacred Conversation 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 7: Shabbat at Home" and "Vol. 8: Kabbalat Shabbat" 
¶ Home rituals as intimate divine dialogue 
¶ Welcoming Shabbat as inviting divine presence into conversation 
¶ How Shabbat creates space for deeper spiritual communication 

April 23: Life Cycles of Sacred Dialogue  
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 9: Welcoming the Night" and lifecycle volumes 
¶ Evening prayers as reflection and transition 
¶ How prayer carries us through life transitions 
¶ Developing a lifelong conversation with the divine 

 
 

  

Bereavement Personal Support 

Marcia Grobman, LCSW, is available to schedule one-on-

one meetings for supportive therapy for those who have 

recently lost a loved one. All sessions are complimentary 

for Temple Judea members and limited to three meetings. 

Call Randi to schedule a session at 561-624-4633 

About Marcia Grobman, LCSW 

Marcia Grobman received her Master's Degree in Social Work 

from Barry University in Miami Shores, Florida, and is a 

licensed clinical social worker. She is also a certified addiction 

professional and a certified geriatric clinical social worker. 

Marcia has worked for the Palm Beach County Public Safety 

Department, Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office, Alpert 

Jewish Family and Children's Services, and Morse Geriatric 

Center. She has been in practice for over 40 years. 

 



 

Sacred Transitions: Jewish Perspectives on End -of-Life Decisions  

Join Rabbi Yaron for an intimate and meaningful discussion exploring Jewish perspectives on end-of-life 
planning and decisions. This thoughtful session will provide a safe space to explore challenging topics 
through the lens of Jewish tradition, ethics, and modern considerations. 
This class will be offered four times this year.  Each session will cover these topics: 
¶ Ethical Wills: Explore the beautiful Jewish tradition of ethical wills (tzava'ot), where individuals 

pass down values, wisdom, and blessings to future generations. Rabbi Yaron will share historical 
examples and guide participants in considering what spiritual legacies they wish to leave behind. 

¶ End-of-Life Medical Decisions : Discuss the Jewish approach to medical treatment decisions, 
including perspectives on palliative care, life-sustaining measures, and the balance between 
extending life and alleviating suffering. The discussion will incorporate both traditional halachic 
(Jewish law) considerations and contemporary responsa. 

¶ Cremation and Burial Practices : Examine traditional Jewish burial customs, the theological and 
practical concerns regarding cremation, and how different Jewish movements approach these 
questions today. 

Throughout the session, Rabbi Yaron will weave together ancient wisdom with practical guidance for 
navigating these profound life transitions with dignity, meaning, and Jewish values. Participants will have 
opportunities to ask questions and discuss how these teachings might inform their own decision-making 
processes.  Class size is limited. 

Next Session is February 23 at 3:00 p.m.  (NEW DATE!)  RSVP to hold your spot to 

561-624-4633  

 
 

We are excited to celebrate the minor festival of Rosh Chodesh  
(the beginning of the new month). 

2ÏÓÈ #ÈÏÄÅÓÈ ÉÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Á ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙȟ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉÔÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÓ Á ÇÉÆÔ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ 

contribute their jewelry to the idolatrous golden calf. During Rosh Chodesh, women take a break from 

their constant tasks to share special prayers and enjoy the camaraderie of sisterhood, and we look 
forward to continuing that tradition.  

4Ï ÈÏÎÏÒ 2ÏÓÈ #ÈÏÄÅÓÈȟ ÁÓ ÏÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌÓȟ ×Å ÊÏÙÏÕÓÌÙ ÇÁÖÅ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

divinity, as commanded in the Torah.  During our Rosh Chodesh celebrations at TJ, we will reflect on 

Hallel, our special festive psalms, and honor that special bond Jewish women share. Singing, reflection, 

ÌÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȣ  

Please join Rabbi Wendy and Kaylene!   
February 17, April 16, May 19 at 1:00 p.m.  

RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633 



 
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Wendy  

Torah on Trial: When Jewish Traditions Meet Modern Life  
Wednesdays at 11:45 a.m. ɀ 1:00 p.m. 

During our Lunch & Learn series, we will dive into the fascinating world of Reform Responsa, where real-

life questions about Jewish practice meet thoughtful inquiry. Reform Responsa is the continuation of a 

rich tradition of Jewish legal and ethical inquiry that has helped communities navigate changing times for 

centuries. Together, we'll wrestle with relevant, real-life questions such as whether chanting Torah on a 

Friday night truly  ÈÏÎÏÒÓ 3ÈÁÂÂÁÔȟ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÆÕÌÌÙ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ Á ÌÏÖÅÄ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÃÒÅÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ 

a Pride flagɂor any flagɂbelongs on the bimah, and if Jews should embrace secular holidays with 

complex histories. We'll unpack the historical sources behind each case, weigh the Reform Responsa 

#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȭÓ ÒÕÌÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÃÉÄÅ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ we agree ɀ because Reform Judaism is a living, breathing 

tradition shaped by every generation. Expect lively debate, fresh insight, and perhaps forming questions 

which we will send to the Responsa Committee! I look forward to learning and debating these real-life 

cases with you!    

2/11 Sacred Cells and Designer Genes ς IVF, stem cells, organ swaps, CRISPR ς pikuach 

nefresh meets 21st century medicine RSVP by 2/6 at noon.  Lunch is $22/person.   

561-624-4633 

3/4 Scrolls with Scars ς Can a Holocaust damaged Torah be made kosher again? And should it be? Responsa on 

memory and law collide 

4/15  Flags on the Bimah, Faith in the Pew ς Zionism, nationalism and the Reform sanctuary; should there be a division 

of religion and state in the sanctuary 

5/13 When Justice Calls the Hotline ς From climate to AI, emerging responsa ask if Halakhah can legislate Tikkun Olam 

for 5786 and beyond 

 

Take a Tour of TJ ɀ Monday, February 9th  at 4:00 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Yaron for an intimate tour and history of Temple Judea. 
Get an inside understanding of all the small details that make up our sacred 

space while getting to spend some quality time with our clergy.  Please call the 
office to register! 

  



 



 

 



 

Things You Do Not Know  

(or Do Not Remember) about the  

 

with Marv Schlanger 

Sunday, February 15th at 10:30 a.m.  

with Bagel Breakfast 

RSVP to the temple by Wednesday, February 11th at noon to 561-624-4633 

The history of Israel, ancient and modern, is complicated. Much of what people think they know is driven 

by the popular narratives of the day. Social media has made it worse. 

This lecture will explore some common misconceptions and may even provide some surprises, like: 

¶ How long was the 1967 War? Hint: Not Six days. 

¶ Who has legal title to the land of Israel, Judea and Samaria? Based on what? 

¶ Who are the Hashemites and how did they come to rule Jordan? 

¶ Colonizers? Genocide? Apartheid? 

 

Marv Schlanger is a member of TJ and passionate Zionist He is a retired executive who spent over 50 
years in executive roles in the energy and logistics industries.  
 
Marv and his wife Eva are active in our Temple and in the broader Palm Beach Jewish Community. Marv 
ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ  Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÆÏÒ !ÃÃÕÒÁÃÙ ÉÎ -ÉÄÄÌÅ %ÁÓÔ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ 
ÁÎÄ !ÎÁÌÙÓÉÓȱ ɉ#!-%2!Ɋȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ the Jewish National Fund ɀ USA. Eva serves on the 
Boards of the JCC of the Palm Beaches and Alper Jewish Family Services. 
 
Marv is an unabashed supporter of Israel and has lectured about Israel, antisemitism and anti-Israel bias 
in the media. He can be found on Facebook curating his blog in support of Israel and the Jewish people, 
Ȱ9ÏÕ *ÕÓÔ #ÁÎȭÔ -ÁËÅ 4ÈÉÓ 3ÔÕÆÆ 5ÐȦȱȢ 
 





Communities  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Sisterhood  

 

This event is sold out ð prior regisrations only.   

TJõs Book Club at 10:30 a.m. at TJ or via Zoom  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09  

Meeting ID: 863 2152 4611 Passcode: 910340  

February 9 th           The Boy with the Star Tattoo  by Talia Carner     Leader:   Lois Gruen    

March 2nd        Leaving Eastern Parkway  by Matthew Daube     Leader:    Helene Greenberg  

April 6 th                 Unraveling   by Peggy Orenstein         Leader:   Stephanie Wolmer  

May 4th                  How to Read a Book by Monica Wood      Leader:   Karen Karmazin  

 

Questions: Contact Beth Baker at bethloves@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09
mailto:bethloves@gmail.com


 



 



Social Action   

  

 
Tuesday, February 10 th   

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY 
4Ï ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ 3ÔȢ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ &ÏÏÄ +ÉÔÃÈÅÎ and Feeding 

Hope Village. PLEASE CONSIDER making 

sandwiches at home - on white, whole wheat, or 

whatever bread with PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY 

or TURKEY AND CHEESE or 3 slices of ANY CHEESE 

and small amount of mustard. No need to cut the 

sandwiches .  Put each one in a baggie. One loaf of 

bread makes 10 sandwiches. They distribute 300 

sandwiches a day ɀ so any amount is greatly 

appreciated.  DROP OFF YOUR SANDWICHES AT 

TEMPLE ɀ MAIN DOOR any time from 9:30 a.m. ɀ 

11:00 a.m.  Questions? Call the office at (561)624-

4633.  
 

 
READ TO KINDERGARTEN AT 

GROVE PARK ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
You will meet at the school at 9:00 a.m.!  

February 24 th .  Books will be provided.  

Grove Park is located at 8330 North 

Military Trail, Palm Beach Gardens, and is a 

Title 1 school. Limited to 10 -15 volunteers / 

visit.  

Please call the office to sign up at  

561-624 -4633.   
 

 

Feeding Hope Village  
Faith Deliverance Church & Feeding Hope Village Food Pantry 

Wednesdays February 4, March 11, April 8, May 6 
3437 Avenue O., Riviera Beach 

9:30 a.m. ð 1:00 p.m. to distribute meals.  

Call the office to register at 561 -624-4633  

 



 

Welcome to  our New Members   

Bryna and Fred Berman  

Isabel Dunst  

Jill Zelenko Kuller  

Sherry Norris  

Joan Schneider  

Fani and Alan Weissman  

Susan Yesenko  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

 

1 Harrison Dell 

1 Rommel Francisco 

1 Lois Frieder 

1 Gail Nuzzi 

1 Joel Penick 

1 Robert Reiner 

1 Robert Silverman 

2 Nanette Berfond 

2 Chick Glabman 

2 Nancy Lanard 

2 Andrew Reitman 

2 Stephen Tuber 

2 Donna Wenger 

2 Scott White 

3 Gerry Frankel 

3 Richard Gurevitz 

3 Brad Kuskin 

3 Avery Saft 

3 Skylar Saft 

3 Robert Snedeker 

4 Benjamin Anderson 

4 Bodey Barnett 

4 Penny Fierstein 

4 Barbara Goodman 

4 Karen Karmazin 

4 Michael Stapler 

5 Susan Cole 

5 Myra Maultasch 

5 Fali Rubinstein 

6 Mindy Hanken 

6 Jeff Mullens 

6 Lara Wanuck 

6 Mark Weinstein 

6 Michelle Zwart 

7 Gerald Goldstein 

7 Sheila Leventhal 

8 Marissa Goldberg 

8 John Gruen 

8 Susan Gudin 

8 Zena Hafetz 

8 Susan Silverman 

8 Max Stolzberg 

9 Andrew Brock 

9 Bella Feldman Garaj 

9 Shaina Kamen 

9 Alan Levine 

9 Emily Zwart 

10 Saul Barton 

10 Sheri Brooks 

10 Sharon Goodman 

10 Harlow Gualano 

10 Hallie Rosenthal 

11 Tasha Glazer 

11 Mordechai Graber 

11 Jacob Reitman 

11 Neil Roberts 

12 Leni Densen 

12 Lindsey Hecht 

13 Carolyn Bonheim 

13 Jeffrey Feldman 

13 Sharon Ross 

14 Averell Eisner 

14 Cody Garrison 

14 Susan Handler 

14 Mollie Hoffman 

14 Gemma Lehman 

14 Robert Schaefer 

14 Judy Walk 

14 Diane Wells 

15 Zachary Fenster 

15 Rosalie Kurland 

15 Beth Pennamacoor 

15 Dayle Rakowsky 

15 Gary Walk 

15 Steven Walk 

16 Mila Budnick 

16 Roberta Glassman 

16 Barbara Scheinberg 

17 Michelle Goldberg-Berezin 

18 Levi O'Connor 

18 Sydelle Shaw 

19 Howard Aronson 

19 Crissy Carter 

19 Mark Pinsky 

19 Richard Poremba 

19 Lorraine Reiss 

19 Elisa Sandler 

19 Jacqueline Tawil 

20 William Cody 

20 Zachary Fox 

20 Jude Glazer 

20 Justin Goldberg 

20 Carolyn Maretsky 

20 Bobbie Miller 

 

20 Sol Oks 

20 Mike Rosenberg 

20 Evan Silverman 

20 Emma Wayne 

20 Harriet Zysman 

21 Isabel Dunst 

21 Joan Hoffman 

21 Samuel Schneider 

21 G. Mark Shalloway 

21 Tracy Taback 

23 Shelley Chartoff 

23 Lily Feiner 

23 Barbara Palmer-Kramer 

23 Eleanor Schweitzer 

23 Steven Shain 

23 Makenna Shapiro 

23 Susan Ungar 

24 Jared Cole 

24 David Davis 

24 Reese Kamen 

24 Elaine Ann McKay 

24 Jeff Miller 

24 Ronald Saxon 

24 Jason Zwart 

25 Cari Becker 

25 Joel Hinderstein 

25 Linden Lazarus 

25 Alan LeRoy 

25 Julia Rubin 

25 A. Michael Slosberg 

25 Leonard Zysman 

26 Charles Dunn 

26 Harold Glasband 

26 Robert Macdonald 

26 Roger Rosenthal 

26 Joshua Roslin 

27 Rachel Anderson 

27 Judith Bergman 

27 Connie Blacher 

27 Sari Heitner  

27 Miriam Krik 

27 Lindsey Levy 

27 Piper Segalowitz 

27 Wendy Tulman 

28 David Quartell 



 

February  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Joan & Richard Barovick 
2 Hannah & Paul Axelband 
2 Laniya Jackson & Hila Sharabi 
6 Robin & Michael Bernstein 
7 Judi & Mel Diamond 
8 Toby Meyer & Bernard Rothman 
12 Julie & Michael Tannenbaum 
13 Julie & Andrew Schneider 
14 Randi & Herb Denmark 
14 Amy & Daniel Goldstein 
14 Jody & Andrew Levy 
14 Amy & Joe Musher 
17 Ellen & Mark Levine 
21 Beryl & Robert Schneider 
22 Nancy & Joel B. Hart 
22 Toby & Marvin Solomon 
23 Carolyn & David Maretsky 
24 Michelle Goldberg-Berezin & Marc Berezin 
24 Clare & Richard Lesser 
27 Nancy & Jeffrey Alperstein 
28 Linda & Herbert Frank 
 

Thank you to our Oneg sponsors  

Samantha and Lawrence Aronowitz in honor of their son, Maddox, becoming a 

Bar Mitzvah  

Jennie and Tim Sargen in honor of their son, Craig, becoming a Bar Mitzvah  

Erica and Justin Paul in honor of their daughter, Zoe, becoming a Bat Mitzvah  

Tasha and Glenn Glazer in honor of their son, Jude, becoming a Bar Mitzvah  

Marcia Grobman Patane and Peter Patane in honor of Marciaȴs birthday 

Anonymous sponsor with thanks to Temple Judea  

Would you like to sponsor an Oneg in honor of a simcha or to remember a loved one?  

Please call the office to learn more!  

561-624-4633  



Mazel Tov!  

 

 
 
 
  

Mazel tov to Samantha and Larry Aronowitz on their son, Maddox, 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah on February 7th. 

Maddox is a 7th grader at Watson B. Duncan Middle School where he 

participates in baseball and excels in the Finance Academy. He spends his 

free time, riding his bike, hanging with his friends, playing baseball, wiffle 
ball and basketball.  

 

 

 

Mazel tov to Erica and Justin Paul on their daughter, Zoe, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

on February 21st. Zoe is a 7th grader at the Weiss School in Palm Beach Gardens. 

She is an honor roll student, active in student council and a member of the 

.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ *ÕÎÉÏÒ (ÏÎÏÒ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ :ÏÅ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÖÁÒÓÉÔÙ ÄÅÂÁÔÅ ÔÅÁÍȟ 

always placing in the top 8. She is a competitive dancer at Allé Dance 

Conservatory where she excels at ballet, pointe, jazz, contemporary, hip-hop and 

ÔÁÐȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÂÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÄÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÓÈÅȭÓ Õsually hanging out with friends or 

quoting Stranger Things with her sister, Winnie, whom Zoe adores. Despite her 

ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÎ *ÕÐÉÔÅÒȟ :ÏÅȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÉÓ 0ÉÎÅ &ÏÒÅÓÔ #ÁÍÐ ×ÈÅÒÅ 

she has spent the past 5 summers and plans on spending many more. Mazel Tov, 

Zoe Maize! We are so incredibly proud of the young woman you are.  

 

 

 

Mazel tov to Jennie and Tim Sargen on their son, Craig, becoming a Bar Mitzvah on 

February 12th.  Craig Sargen, a student at the Benjamin School, grew up in New 

York City and moved to Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, two years ago. He attended 

the Collegiate School from Kindergarten through fifth grade, where he loved to 

play many sports, namely football, and compete in Parliamentary debate. As a 

Floridian, Craig has added golf to his long list of favorite sports. He has also learned 

how to cook traditional Italian food. His favorite subject is history, and he has a 

special interest in World War II. Throughout his many hours of Hebrew study, 

Craig was struck by the concept of tikkun olam- ÅÖÅÒÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 

back to the world. He is excited to take on the responsibilities of being a Jewish 

adult and contribute to the Temple Judea community. Craig would like to thank his 

parents, Tim and Jennie, and his brother, Edward, for always being there for him. 

He would also like to thank his grandparents, Ricki, Mitchell, Nick and Susan, and 

Rabbi Yaron for teaching him the importance of Judaism and guiding him 

throughout his Bar Mitzvah journey. Finally, he would like to thank his friends, 

teachers, and coaches for helping him become the person he is today. 

 

 


