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Vision

WE challenge ourselves to learn, to grow, and to act guided by our
traditions, teachings, and wisdom of our Torah.
WE create a warm and loving environment which allows soulful
prayers to be heard.
WE build enduring relationships based on mutual respect, loving
hearts, and the need for a supportive community.
WE strive to make Judaism accessible and relevant to all who seek
to infuse meaning into their lives.
WE welcome, embrace, and honor the diversity of our members.
WE support our country, the State of Israel, and the Reform
movement while recognizing and respecting differing points of view.

Mission

The mission of Temple Judea
is to enrich lives by creating
joyous Jewish experiences that inspire action.

Temple Judea
4311 Hood Road | Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
P: 561-624-4633 | F: 561-624-4076
Visit us on the web at gotj.org for all the latest information.
Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/templejudeapbc
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President’s Message

On behalf of our Board of
Trustees, I would like to say,
“welcome to Temple Judea!”
As I hope you will find in
the pages of this yearly
guide, our Temple Judea
community is more than
just a center of activities or
programs, it is a home. From
the clergy and staff, to the
individuals and families that
belong to Temple Judea, we
are proud of what we have
created together. At Temple Judea, day to day experiences
are an opportunity to connect, to be inspired, and to feel a
strong sense of belonging.
I am not alone in appreciating Temple Judea as a strong,
vibrant community. At the start of our 2022 year, we have
over 650 families that connect through worship, adult
education, youth programming, social action, Sisterhood,
our Youth Education Program, and many other various
committees and programs.
I am proud to have been a member of Temple Judea for the
past 13 years and to serve as your President. I look forward
to sharing many life-cycle events with you, participating in
our temple’s moving and meaningful worship experiences,
socializing with you at our outings/dinners/events, and
developing life-long friendships. I welcome the opportunity
to get to know you, to work alongside you, and enrich our
community.
Wishing you a good year.
Respectfully,

Jason Haselkorn

President
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Messages From Our Clergy

History
From its inception in the spring of 1981,
Temple Judea has been fortunate enough
to go from strength to strength. Our history
begins at St. Catherine’s Greek Orthodox
church when twelve families founded
Temple Judea (LIST FOUNDING FAMILIES).
In 1987, Temple Judea moved to its first
dedicated home on Chillingworth Drive in
West Palm Beach.
As Palm Beach County experienced
growth and change, so did Temple Judea
and we began to look for a new location to
better serve our congregation and Jewish
community.
In 2003, we found that home on Hood
Road in Palm Beach Gardens – which we
affectionately call the “miracle on Hood
Road” to this day. Keeping with the dynamic
energy of the Reform Judaism, we began a
new journey and the current chapter of our
temple’s story.
Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik began his connection
to Temple Judea in 2007 when he led family
services for the High Holy Days. From then
until 2010 he was present as a rabbinic intern
and in 2010, he started as Temple Judea’s
Assistant Rabbi under Rabbi Joel Levine.
Rabbi Levine retired in 2013 after thirty-two
years of service and became Temple Judea’s
Rabbi Emeritus. From 2013 to 2019, Rabbi
Yaron served on the bimah alongside Cantor
Alicia Stillman, Temple Judea’s first full-time
cantor.
In May of 2020, amid the COVID pandemic,
Rabbi Feivel Strauss and Cantor Abbie
Strauss, joined Temple Judea’s clergy as our
Assistant Rabbi and second full-time cantor.
As Temple Judea continues to grow and
enhance the lives of over 650 households
in our community, we look forward to
continuing the exciting blend of tradition and
modernity that is part of what makes Temple
Judea so unique.

“If I am not for
myself, who is
for me?
But if I am for
my own self
[only], what
am I? And if not
now, when?”

Many years ago, my teacher and mentor, Rabbi Larry Hoffman was visiting
with us at temple as our scholar in
residence. In one memorable workshop, which he conducted for the
leadership of the temple, he asked us
all to create a list of the “things we do
well.” This was an easy list to create,
one that allowed us to take pride in
our achievements and successes over
the years. Then he asked us to create
a second list, this one of all the things
“we don’t do so well” – this list was not
as fun to create as the first one, but
still, not a very hard task as we were
all very aware of areas that required
improvement. But then, Larry surprised us all. He tossed the two lists
aside, explaining that they were not
that important. Because what matters
most is the third list we were about
to create – the one with “the things
that we don’t do at all.” For Larry, no
change is considered slow death, and
as such, we are obligated to constantly
look not only at what we are doing
well and not so well, but also on what
still needs to be done at all.
In this teaching, Rabbi Hoffman
echoes the advice of the first century
Tanna, Rabbi Akavyah ben Mehalel’el
who is quoted in ethics of our sages,
as saying: “Know from where you
come, and where you are going, and
before whom you are destined to give
an account.” We need to know where
we want to go, and why we want to go
there. What is our vision and does it fit
our mission?
And so today, as we summarize
another year in the life of Temple
Judea, as we prepare to move forward
into a post Covid 19 world, I thought it

would be important and beneficial to
share with you my three lists, building
on the success and wisdom of the
past so that we can focus on building
a bright future.
What do we do well at Temple Judea?
First and foremost, our worship
experience. We are one of the only
temples in the country that week after
week has high numbers of engaged
congregants participating in worship.
At the end of every Bar and Bat
Mitzvah service, there is always more
than one “out of towner” guest who
expresses their wish that they had
a Temple Judea in their hometown.
I believe profoundly in the teaching
of Rabbi Shimon who said: “Be
careful with the reading of Shema
and the prayer, and when you pray,
do not make your prayer something
automatic, but a plea for compassion
before God.”
I believe with all my heart that our
souls seek worship that is inspiring,
joyous, engaging, and reflective,
worship that can be described as an
experience that strengthens, enriches,
and elevates. This coming year we
will continue to do what we do best
as we also explore new and different
ideas in an effort to keep pushing our
worship to new heights.
I am also a firm believer in “relational
Judaism.” And I believe we excel at
this as well–a Judaism that focuses
on building personal relationships,
that in time supports the foundation
of a strong and caring community.
A community that focuses on what
unites us rather than what divides us.
A community that follows the teaching

(Rabbi’s Message Continued next page)
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Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik
of Hillel: “be of the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and
pursuing peace, loving mankind, and drawing them close to
the Torah.”
There are many other items on that list, to name just a few:
our fundraising efforts and the generosity of our members
that allow us to work in a financially stable and solid
world. Our amazing and professional administrative team
who make everything look so easy and good. Our adult
education classes, the many ways we connect to Israel,
our youth programs and our interfaith outreach efforts are
among the things you would find on my list.
What don’t we do well, or not good enough at temple? As
I said it’s a harder list to create, but it is important that we
look honestly at ourselves – As Rambam teaches – the first
step in teshuva – in turning things around is recognizing
something is wrong. I think we can do much better and
have a more robust voice as a temple when it comes to
issues of social justice and social action. While we are
involved in many different initiatives, we are yet to find a
clear direction and purpose and to find ways to engage
more of our congregants in the effort. This is especially
true when it comes to issues relating to our environment,
an area we just started taking small steps in, but in my
opinion - way too little and way too slow. I take full
responsibility for the slow pace we have been advancing,
when there is so much going on at Temple, when we are
so busy with so many important things it easy to push all
that is not urgent aside. But we shouldn’t – we should have
the words of Hillel taunt us, Hillel who said: “If I am not for
myself, who is for me? But if I am for my own self [only],
what am I? And if not now, when?”
We still need to find better solutions as to how we remain
connected and engaged with our elders who find it harder
and harder to physically come to temple. And we must do
better in educating and engaging our post B’nei Mitzvah
students as they move from middle to high school and
in the process lose connection to temple and to Jewish
education. This list is constantly on my mind, and I know
that it is only a matter of time until we move one item after
the other from this list onto the first list. But we will need
to do it together.
And now comes the important list – what are we not
doing at all? What are the areas in which we have not
even started tapping on our potential? This list is the most
exciting to create because it allows us to keep dreaming, to
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Rabbi Feivel Strauss
envision an even brighter and better future, not just for our
temple but for a circle much larger than our own selves.
This list reminds me that we built a temple not just for our
own sake, but for the sake of the entire community, for the
sake of making this a better world. Not just for our sake but
for the sake of future generations.

Life is a fascinating journey; mysterious, full of awe and with plenty of
challenges. There is no doubt that as we travel this journey -we will
benefit from having a map, a compass, and an idea about our destination. I would like to suggest that we think of the Torah as our map,
and as the map that our ancestors have used for generations to live
their lives Jewishly. If the Torah is the map, then Torah study becomes
our compass - an invaluable resource we can access at all ages and
stages of our lives. And the destination? Maybe best to describe it as
our ability to live Jewishly – a task described by Rabbi Heschel as: “to
experience commonplace deeds as spiritual adventures, to feel the
hidden love and wisdom in all things.”

On this list I find myself adding engagement with young
adults in their 20’s and 30’s, a Temple Judea presence in
the fast-growing young professional scene which we are
now calling “Wall Street South”. We must be a spiritual
home for these young professionals as they take the first
steps in their adult lives and we must do it regardless of
constraints of membership.
On this list I see spiritual retreats, be it a Shabbat retreat
for families or specific spiritual experiences for different
groups of congregants – I see us hosting “scholar in
residence programs” so that we can enjoy the best of
minds and souls that are out there. I see us creating more
opportunities to create significant long lasting spiritual
experiences, to go deeper into who we are and how can
our Jewish identity play a stronger role in our lives.
On this list I see us expanding our interfaith outreach
beyond our Christian brothers and sisters and inviting
into the circle people of other faiths. The only way to
combat antisemitism on a personal and temple level – is
to build live, loving, and meaningful connections with our
neighbors. I see us building significant partnerships, locally
and in Israel, because we are always better when we work
together.
The list above will not be easy to achieve, it will require
us to prioritize, it will require funds that we currently do
not have, it will require volunteers, it will require this list to
not just be mine - but ours. It will require your trust, your
passion, your input, and your generosity.
But as Hertzel said “Eim Tirzu – ein zo agada” – if you will it,
it is not a dream, it is reality waiting to happen. I am excited
to begin a new year, building on our successes, learning
from our mistakes, and expanding our reach into new
horizons. May we be successful on this journey. May God
bless and guard us and strengthen our hands.

The Shema prayer, followed by the V’ahavta, reminds us twice a day
that we are a community of learners responsible to teach the valuable
words of Torah to our children.

When it comes
to studying
Torah, there is
no such thing
as starting
too late.

Torah study is at the heart of who we are as a people and the reason
becoming a Bar or bat Mitzvah is seen by all of us as one of the core
milestones of our lives - a celebration of study, a recognition that
education and specifically study of Torah wisdom will enrich our lives.
Torah study has the power to inspire us and encourage us, and to
provide us with practical wisdom in our everyday relationships, to
stimulate the most important conversations for us all throughout our
lives.
Torah study has the potential to connect us to our history and keep
us focused on eternal values, especially during these times when
sensationalist click baiting is competing for our attention. Torah study
teaches us discipline, self-respect and dignity. Torah study is the most
incredible vehicle to get to know each other in the deepest way
through meaningful conversation.
Torah study is where we never feel alone. We find comfort knowing
our ancestors dealt with many of the same questions we ponder
today! How good do we have to be? For whom are we responsible?
Why is forgiveness fair? What does it mean to be created in the
image of God? How do we approach evil? These are just some of
the questions that we encounter as we unpack biblical stories and
Talmudic tales.

Chazak Chazak Venitchazek.

Rabbi Yaron

(Continued next page)
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Rabbi Feivel Strauss
As we study Torah, we can gain new
perspectives and gain greater clarity
about where we are in our lives,
where we want to go and how we
might get there.
If by this point you are thinking to
yourself – I’m too old to start studying
torah – STOP!!!
When it comes to studying Torah,
there is no such thing as starting too
late.
One of the most inspirational
Talmudic stories is about Rabbi Akiva
who at the age of 40 was a shepherd,
and ignorant of Torah knowledge - he
didn’t even know how to read the
aleph-beit.
One day, while sitting by a brook,
Akiva noticed a steady trickle of water
hitting a rock. It was only a drip, but it
was constant – drop after drop after
drop. Akiva observed something
incredible: A hole had been carved
out by that steady drip of water. He
wondered how that could be. He
concluded: If something as soft as
water can carve a hole in solid rock,
how much more so can words of
Torah – which is hard as iron – make an
indelible impression on my heart.

Cantor Abbie Strauss
That marked a turning point in Rabbi
Akiva’s life. He started learning, little
by little and Torah study became
a part of his life. Akiva went on to
become the greatest sage of his
generation, with 24,000 students
learning under him at one time.
What is the message of Rabbi Akiva?
It is never too late to start studying
Torah, not when you are 40 and not
when you are 80 - because learning
Torah can be a guide for us during
critical moments in our lives. On a
deeper level, the story of Rabbi Akiva
teaches that every drop of Torah, even
if undetectable, makes an impact.
Rabbi Akiva models for us that Torah
does not need to be difficult or ‘all or
nothing’. The key to Torah study is to
set a time to study, whether it is one
a week, once a day or once a month
the Torah has the power to effect
change. If one keeps at it, drop after
drop after drop, it will carve into your
neshama, your soul, and transform
you.
In my experience, it is some of the
adult learners, who like Rabbi Akiva,
started their advanced Jewish studies
later in their lives, that become the
most enchanted with Torah study.
More often than not, they bring

themselves, their personality, their
insights and their curiosity into
what they study which enriches the
experience for all.
So, I would like to personally invite
you to consider joining us on Saturday
mornings at 9:30 to study Torah.
Whether you come every week or
once a month or once a year – every
time you join us you will be enriching
our class with your wisdom and
experience, and I truly believe you too
will feel enriched by what you study.
And if Saturday mornings don’t
work for you – please do not forget
that there are so many learning
opportunities here at Temple Judea.
Just look at all the many offerings in
the pages ahead and begin your own
journey.
You won’t be surprised that there is a
blessing for embarking on a journey –
and I would like to offer this blessing
to you!
May it be your will, Adonai, our God,
and the God of our ancestors, that
you lead us toward peace, guide our
footsteps toward peace, and make us
reach our desired destination for life,
gladness, and peace.
Amen

Rabbi Feivel Strauss

This past
year students
learned Jewish
music on
ukulele and
drums, and I
cannot wait for
our next stage
where we can
create a band!

This past year I had the honor and privilege
of creating a CD for our blessed community,
called “Finding You.” Creating a CD takes
time, requires choices, and is an effort of
love. After only a year of my singing and
praying at Temple Judea, the list of songs
that I believe define our holy and joyous
community grew to too many to fit into one
project. In fact, I was in awe of the amount
of music that I would consider “ours”! And
in addition to including many of these
already known melodies, I felt it was equally
important to create new melodies. I listened
to many of your voices on what makes
Temple Judea home and what aspects of our
music creates the glue that holds us together.
Through countless conversations, emails,
and observing this special place, I found two
prayers that connected me most to what
makes Temple Judea so special for all of us.
Those prayers were, Eileh Chamdah Libi and
Finding You. These two prayers are a part
our Friday night service that have always
resonated with me, but never found a voice
until now.
I love the fact that everyone comes to
Temple not to turn off the world but rather
to find a space to come alive. Everyone
comes as they are and leaves everything
that they have, their pain, joy, comfort,
and love inside the holy walls we call our
sanctuary. It blew me away the first time I
experienced this “singing congregation” and
there was no other prayer that could better
fit what we do than Eileh Chamdah Libi.
With our voices, our hearts and our kishkas,
we open ourselves up and feel that love,
joy, and comfort that we need. The prayer
“Finding You” reminds us that when we
pray with all we have that God truly reaches
back for us. Whether we are praying on the
beach, in minyan, in classes or on Shabbat via
Livestream or in person, we are reaching for
more and I love how the temple continues
to open doors for us all to find God
wherever we are. Throughout this project,
I realized one thing, that music is the glue
that keeps us together and inspires us to
live our best lives.
While this CD can now bring Temple Judea
to us wherever we are, I am very excited
to create a new space where we bring the
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music from our homes to each other.
Our new community, Music Sharing,
will be our place to come together,
sing, play music (if we already play
an instrument), and share songs that
we love. Music is healing and music
transports us to places that we love,
and I cannot wait to share this time
with you this year. We will explore
new music, familiar favorites, and give
opportunities for participants to share
Jewish songs that they love. Keep an
eye open for our meetings, dust off
your singing voices and instruments,
and come as you are as we spend time
singing and making joyous music!
With our youth, I look forward to
continuing our Institute of Jewish
Rock program. This past year students
learned Jewish music on ukulele
and drums, and I cannot wait for our
next stage where we can create a
band! The Institute of Jewish Rock is
a program I created a few years back
that helps kids connect to Judaism
through music. The program gives each
child a voice and platform to find joy
in Judaism through music. I cannot
wait to begin our band practices and
energize religious school this year with
more Jewish music fun!
Our littlest rockers in our TJ Tots
program are thriving and growing. The
love for Judaism begins young and
seeing the joy on the faces of parents,
grandparents, and the growing babies
has been such a gift. I look forward to
playing music, singing, and dancing to
our favorite Jewish songs again when
we return as one community next year.
And of course, I am thrilled to have the
opportunity to be able to finally host
a concert for our TJ community and
friends on Monday, February 13th at
the Benjamin School.
I pray that these new music offerings
will open doors to make sure our entire
TJ family can find more joyous Judaism
through music!

Cantor Abbie Strauss
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Worship

Holidays and Festivals

Yizkor Minyan Services
Monday, June 6 at 10:00 a.m.
at IG Morris Star of DavidShavuot
Wednesday, October 5 –
Yom Kippur – Ticket Required
Thursday, April 13 – Passover
Thursday, May 25 - Shavuout

Kabbalat Shabbat - FRIDAYS
In person at Temple Judea
or via Livestream
NOTE THE CHANGE IN TIME
FOR PART OF THE YEAR!
June 1 – November 4
Pre-Oneg 5:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Worship 6:00 p.m. -7:15 p.m.
November 11 – April 28
Worship 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Dessert Oneg 9:00 p.m.

Weekdays at Temple Judea
Morning Minyan –
year-round,
including holidays
Mondays by Zoom
Thursdays in person at
Temple Judea
or by Livestream
9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
A quiet moment
in time with
music and prayer

May 2023
Pre-Oneg 5:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Worship 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.

TJ TOTS
For our youngest members
birth –pre-K and the parents
and grandparents who love them
Sundays with Cantor Abbie
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Shavuot
Sunday, June 5
6:00 a.m. Sunrise Minyan at Carlin Park
Tish’a B’Av,
Sunday, August 7 at 2:00 p.m. at TJ
Selichot, Saturday, September 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 25
and Monday, September 26
Tickets Required
Worship services are held
at the Eissey Campus Theatre,
Palm Beach State College

Healing Services
Monday, December 12 at 4:00 p.m.
Monday, April 3 at 4:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. -9:45 a.m.
September 18
October 23
December 4
January 8
February 12
March 5
April 2
May 7

September 26 Children’s service
at 3:30 p.m. at Temple Judea
September 27
Second day services, 9:30 a.m.
at Temple Judea, Hood Road
Tashlich
Friday, September 30 at 6:00 p.m.
at Carlin Park, Jupiter
or Saturday, October 1 at 6:00 p.m.

Yom Kippur
Tuesday, October 4
and Wednesday, October 5
Tickets Required
Worship services are held at the Eissey
Campus Theatre, Palm Beach State College
October 6 Children’s service
at 2:30 p.m. at Temple Judea
Sukkot
Week of October 9, with a
special Sukkot Oneg on Friday, October 14
Simchat Torah - October 16
Rejoice in the Torah and dance to the Klezmer
beat. Consecration of our youngest scholars –
during YEP, Sunday October 16
Hanukkah
December 18 – December 26
Friday, December 23 –
Candle lighting and Latke Oneg
Tu B’shevat - February 5
Purim - March 5
Passover
April 5 – 1st Seder
April 6 – 2nd Seder at Temple Judea
Special Minyan Services
Yom Ha’Shoah April 17
Yom HaAtzma’ut April 27
Shavuot - May 25, 2023
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Holidays and Festivals

Adult Education
Wednesday Nights with Rabbi Yaron

Shavuot
Sunday, June 5, 2022
Sunrise Minyan

The ten most disturbing Jewish texts I encountered
in my rabbinate……

Red, White and Blue Shabbat - July 1
90+ Shabbat – August 26
Pet Shabbat - October 28
Gold, Emerald, Diamond,
Blue Sapphire, Platinum
& Oak Shabbat – November 18
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
November 22
Gratitude Shabbat – November 25
Legacy Shabbat – December 9
Naming Shabbat – December 16
Hanukkah Celebration - December 23
Parashat Vayechi –
Honoring new grandparents
and great-grandparents – January 6
Shabbat in honor of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
January 13
Worship with Christ Family Worship
Assembly in Riviera Beach
Sunday, January 15

BEACH SHABBAT - FRIDAYS
at Carlin Park in Jupiter
June 10, July 8, August 12, September 9, September 30,
November 4, May 5
BEACH HAVDALAH - SATURDAYS
February 4, March 4, April 8
Bring your own beach chair
SHABBAT DINNERS with FRIENDS & FAMILY at TJ
Reservations Required. Adults are $22/person and
children 12 years and younger are $12.
Children under 5 are free.
June 3 – after worship
July 1 – after worship
September 2 – after worship
November 11 – 6:30 p.m.
December 2 – 6:30 p.m.

January 6 – 6:30 p.m.
February 3 – 6:30 p.m.
March 3 – 6:30 p.m.
April 14 – 6:30 p.m.
May 19 – after worship

Torah Study with Our Clergy
Saturdays 9:00 Worship;
Followed by Torah Study
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Feivel
The innovators…get to know the Jewish American
innovators in music, art, science, and culture. We will
learn what it takes to think big, take risks, and shape
the world around us.
Albert Einstein, Jonas Salk, George Gershwin, Louis
Brandeis, Woody Allen, Henrietta Szold, Emma
Lazarus, Saul Lansky, Alan Ginsburg, Joe Shuster,
Neil Simon, Isaac Basheva Singer, Sholom Asch, Isaac
Asimov….
Lunch is $18. Reservations required.
September 7
October 12
November 9

December 14
January 11
February 15

March 8
April 19
May 17

Pink Shabbat
Celebrating Survivors – January 27

Parashat Teruma –
Building a Temple – Honoring 10+ years
of TJ membership – February 24

ADULT B’NEI MITZVAH

Sisterhood Shabbat – March 3
Freedom Shabbat – March 31
Gevurot Shabbat – Honoring our members
turning 80 years of age – April 14
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Wednesdays by zoom at 7:00 p.m.
September 14, October 19, November 16, December
7, January 18, February 8, March 1, April 26, May 24
Schlepping Through Life Without a Road Map
with Rabbi Bruce Warshal
Four lectures with Q & A
Time: Tuesday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
Dates: February 7, 14, 21, 28
Can we find a God who/what we can believe in (not
an easy task); why we go to shul on Friday night,
when there are such good things on television;
everyone has an opinion on what’s ethical, and how
can we find the right answer; Ok, evil exists, and
what can we do about it; what holds our Jewish
community together (we’re not quite all together, but
we are hanging on)?
Searching for beliefs. I don’t like the fancy word
“theology.” But that’s what we will be doing.

Debbie Friedman – Shabbat Shirah
February 3

Special Musical Shabbat – March 17

Join Rabbi Yaron as he shares with you ten
different teachings and texts that have shaped his
rabbinate. Some of these texts are inspiring, some
are disturbing, some are enlightening and some
confusing, some are in English others in Hebrew
(translations will be provided) - but what they all
have in common is that they have the potential to
stick with you, challenge you and even change how
you think.

Take a Tour of TJ – October 24 or February 27
Join Rabbi Yaron for an intimate tour and history
of Temple Judea. Get an inside understanding of
all the small details that make up our sacred space
while getting to spend some quality time with our
clergy. Please call the office to register!

Perfect for any adult who did not have a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah or if you did have Bat Mitzvah
but weren’t invited to read from the Torah!
A yearlong study program with our clergy
offered in the evenings on a bi-weekly basis.
Cohort now forming –
contact the office to learn more!

Rabbi Warshal is a Reform Rabbi (Hebrew Union
College). He earned a law degree and master’s in
economics from Yale University. He has practiced
law, taught economics, been a pulpit rabbi in
Ann Arbor, MI, New Orleans, LA, and Coconut
Creek, FL. He was also the founding Executive
Director of the Jewish Federation of South County
(Boca/Delray) and the CEO of the South Florida
Newspaper Network. He is an active member of
Temple Judea. He is the author of a forthcoming
book entitled “Schlepping Through Life Without a
Road Map.”
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Adult Education

Special Events

Save These Dates!

While all levels of experience are
welcome – this group will not be
lesson based so some level of
mastery is needed.
MUSIC SHARING
Cantor Abbie invites you to join her
as she creates a “Music Sharing”
community dedicated to bringing
joyous Judaism alive through music!
This community is designed for
members who love to a play an
instrument and/or sing. Together
you will play and create music.

Looking forward to making music
with you!
Thursdays at 5:00 p.m.
November 10
January 12
March 9
May 11
Please contact
Cantor Abbie at abbie@gotj.org
for more information!

MODERN MUSSAR
How to be Happier, Kinder & More
Content …No Kidding!
Mussar is the ancient Jewish
practice of refining one’s middot, or
character traits, with origins going
back to ancient texts. For many
years, studying character traits and
good behaviors were often ignored
in the traditional yeshivas in favor of
Talmud/law study.
The Modern Mussar movement was
founded in Europe in response to a
perception that Jews had become
too focused on rote mitzvah
observance at the expense of
deliberate ethical behaviors.
This is a two-part class. While many
sources will be used and referenced,
the class is asked to buy “Everyday
Holiness“ by Alan Morinis, which will
be our primary text.
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FREE SUMMER CONCERT with Jim Breen
July 31st 4:00 p.m.
Conversational
Hebrew Language
with Rabbi Feivel
Mondays at 2:00 p.m.
BEGINNERS

Jim Breen is a singer/song writer multi-instrumentalist, producer and sound
engineer. In addition to composing and arranging music, he is a seasoned
performer. He resides in Palm Beach County Florida. His range of musical
styles spans Acoustic/Pop/Rock/Jazz and Island Music, he incorporates
his musical training (Bachelor of Fine Art in Music from FAU) into creating
sophisticated yet catchy arrangements that are a pleasure to listen to.

Wednesday at 2:00 p.m. INTERMEDIATE
Please contact the office to register!

Oceanview
Church,
Juno Beach

We will discover that while
we all share common traits,
we all have them in different
measures. This will lead each
participant to their own path
towards spiritual and personal
refinement, and we’ll begin
that journey together.
Part One – THURSDAYS at 10:45
a.m. July 7, July 14, July 21, July 28
The Origins of Mussar, Altruism vs.
Keeping Score, Modern Mussar and
How it is Used Today, How Change
Happens, The Importance of
Persistence, How to Practice
Mussar Every Day, An Introduction
to the Middot
Part Two - will run 13 weeks –
Beginning in SEPTEMBER on
Thursdays at 10:45 a.m.
Each week we will engage with a
different Middah/trait as outlined in
“Everyday Holiness”.

In fairness to the people who start
at the beginning, anyone who misses
Part One but wants to join Part Two
will need to read all the material
we cover in Part One, and possibly
attend a “catch-up” session
Registration is REQUIRED and
CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED.
To register – call Randi at
561-624-4633 or email randi@gotj.org.
Class will be co-taught by
Michael Ross and JoEllen Alvarez,
TJ Members, and Rabbi Feivel

Rabbi Yaron’s Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, January 21, 2023
Join us as Rabbi Yaron
marks his 13th year
at Temple Judea
10:00 a.m. Worship followed
by Kiddush lunch.

Tuesday,
November 22

Sunday,
January 15
Christ Family
Worship Assembly,
Riviera Beach
Love Your Neighbor
ISRAEL GRANT
Temple Judea’s
Board of Trustees in
honored to be able
to support pluralistic
Judaism in Israel. For
the third year, TJ’s
Board has approved a $10,000 contribution to be
presented to agencies, temples, and leaders, who
are working to further the value of an inclusive
Israel. Each year a task force is formed to evaluate
candidates and present the awards.

Cantor Abbie’s Inaugural Concert at TJ
Monday,
February 13, 2023
Benjamin Hall,
The Benjamin
School
Donor Appreciation Event
Sunday, March 12 at 4:30 p.m.
A special invitation only event for any donor who gives
$500+ to TJ above and beyond your full-dues annual
commitment.
Our vision is to never turn anyone away who cannot
afford to but who wants to be a member of our sacred
community. But this vision is only possible when other
members help offset any shortfalls.
This event is a special thank you for YOU!
More details to follow.
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Counseling and Consultation
Candid Conversations for Women is an energetic,
enlightening, and enjoyable women’s group designed
for female members of Temple Judea. Topics chosen
for group participation and discussion are selected to
strengthen the bond of friendship and support for all
who attend. We choose topics that are topical and user
friendly but not political.
Participating attendees enjoy sharing experiences
and learn from one another through communication
and reflection during topic discussions. It is nice being
together in a comfortable and confidential place to
explore relevant matters that enhance the joyful
meaning of the group.
There will be a summer session, June 2 and July 7 starting at 1:00pm – 2:00pm. We welcome all women
who are interested in seeing what makes us such a
captivating group by attending the summer sessions.
Our next full year series starts October 20, 2022 and
continues until January 19, 2023. We begin each meeting
at 1:00pm. Come and be part of our exploration journey
to seek and enjoy time spent together. Registration
is required and class size is limited – contact Randi at
randi@gotj.org.
June 2, July 7, October 20, November 3, November 17,
December 1, December 15, January 5, January 19

Travel… We Are Hitting The Road!
Marcia Grobman is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker
and received her master’s degree in Social Work from
Barry University, Miami Shores, Florida. She is also a
Certified Addiction Professional and has a great deal of
experience working in the field of addiction recovery.
She was employed by Palm Beach County Board of
County Commissioners and the Palm Beach County
Sheriff’s Office from 1982 – 1991. After her tenure with
Palm Beach County/Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office,
Ms. Grobman taught college courses at Palm Beach
State College and South University. She also worked at
Morse Geriatric Center now known as Morse Life. In
2002, Ms. Grobman moved to Aruba, Dutch Caribbean
Island and began work with Aruba Police Department
and local island hoteliers to develop and implement a
comprehensive tourist safety program so named the
Visibility Team. Ms. Grobman returned to Palm Beach
County in 2006 and was employed by Alpert Jewish
Family and Children’s Services. She retired in 2017 from
Jewish Family Services after eleven and a half years of
service.
In addition to this special group for TJ’s women, Marcia
is willing to offer Temple Judea members and families
supportive counseling, information, and referrals on a
one-on-one basis. Call the office to schedule a time.

WE ARE GOING TO ISRAEL!!
We hope you are too!
March 19, 2023- March 30, 2023
Spiritual, musical trip geared for active adults
See the major sites, plus a few new ones on a spiritual, inspirational
journey with Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik and Joe Buchanan
Winter Break 2023
See all the major sites but on a more family friendly, relaxed timetable.
Trip geared toward families with teens who have never been to Israel.
Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah with your TJ family on a designated day
(for any child ages 12-15).
With Rabbi Feivel Strauss
Don’t miss these opportunities!
$500 per person non-refundable deposit

Women’s Retreat to
The Horseshoe Farm,
Hendersonville, NC
Join Cantor Abbie and Marcia Grobman for a Women’s
Spiritual Retreat at the beautiful Horseshoe Farm in
Hendersonville, NC – just 15 minutes from Asheville.
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October 30 – November 3
Group hikes among the fall leaves, morning meditations,
yoga, wine tour, optional trip to the historic Biltmore
hotel, and much more!
Contact Morli Josza, Executive Director, for more
information at morli@gotj.org or 561-624-4633.

Questions:
Call TJ at 561-624-4633 and ask for Morli Josza
Note: We will require a minimum of 25 participants for each trip–
otherwise trip will be canceled, and monies will be refunded.
Maximum number of participants 50
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Youth Programs

Marking Life’s Sacred Moments
B’NEI MITZVAH

Our Youth Education Program (“YEP”) strives to
educate, be welcoming, and most importantly be
joyous – for both our students as well as
their families.
We offer a Sunday program for children in grades
kindergarten through sixth grade. We offer a
“block” schedule each Sunday which includes time
for Jewish studies, Hebrew language, “Tarbut”/
Electives which change every week to include
music, art, dance, cooking, time with our rabbis etc.,
and of course, recess / snack time so our students
can form their own age-appropriate community. At
the end of every Sunday, the school gathers for an
assembly led by our clergy. Together we celebrate
all the joys – like birthdays, accomplishments,
milestones. We sing songs related to holidays,
Shabbat, and being Jewish. And we add “ruach” –
energy to our young community.

5th and 6th graders also attend one-on-one virtual
Hebrew language sessions during the week. These
are scheduled on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays after school. We have found that these
one-on-one sessions have been very impactful in
student’s language mastery.
Finally, we have several special programs where
parents are invited to participate. These include
events like Sukkot, Simchat Torah, Hanukkah, Purim
and special class specific events.
We are grateful to our families for allowing us to be
their partners in their children’s Jewish journey!

TJ Madrichim are in 9th-12th grade and
are vital to helping with our YEP program.
Not only do they add a great deal of
energy and enthusiasm to our school, but
our students often look up to them as role
models.
Madrichim either receive community
service hours or payment for their work. If
you have a teen who is interested in being
a madrich or madricha, please contact
Rabbi Feivel Strauss at feivel@gotj.org.
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YOUTH GROUP
JUiCY Ruach – an introduction
to youth group for 3rd -5th graders.
Meeting quarterly on Sundays after YEP.
JUiCY Jr. – TJ’s junior youth group,
open to all 6th – 8th graders.
Meeting approximately once a month
during the school year on Saturday
nights or Sunday afternoons.
JUiCY – TJ’s senior youth group,
open to all 9th – 12th graders.
For more information on Youth Group,
contact Rabbi Feivel Strauss
at feivel@gotj.org

We, the clergy, and leadership of
Temple Judea understand that:
every child becoming a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah is special and unique, and

What does it mean to become a
Jewish adult?
Students do not “have” a Bar/ Bat
Mitzvah; they “become” a Bar or
Bat Mitzvah. The Talmud teaches

year prior to the scheduled Bar/ Bat
Mitzvah date.
While the approach varies – the goal
remains the same - we want your
child to love their Bar/Bat Mitzvah
experience, and for your family to
feel it was meaningful, relevant, and
accessible!
Our prayer for your child
is that through the process
of becoming a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, they will grow in
love with Jewish tradition
and appreciate their unique
Jewish identity.

As they begin this sacred journey,
so too are families beginning their
own journey—that of seeing your
child grow into a responsible young
Jewish adult. A journey of letting
them start spreading their own wings
as they search for their own sense of
identity.
This is why we invite the entire
family to take an active role in this
process, seeing this period as an
opportunity to take to heart your
own sense of Jewish practice,
growth, self-realization, and
fulfillment.

MADRICHIM
Our YEP program features Madrichim
(teachers’ helpers) who assist in each
classroom.

One of the most meaningful aspects
of Judaism is its ability to mark
sacred moments and lifecycle
events. A child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah is
such a moment.
But this passage is not only
theirs, but for the parents and
grandparents as well.

that a young person is ready at
the age of 13 to understand and
accept adult responsibility for
mitzvot (commandments/sacred
responsibilities).

that every family comes from a
different background, a different
level of observance and has different
needs, goals, and expectations.
Therefore, we are offering you three
different tracks to choose how
you wish to celebrate your Simcha
(joyous occasion). We will review
these tracks with you during our first
meeting which typically occurs one
BABY NAMINGS/ B’RIT MILAH
We invite all parents, or
grandparents for their non-member
children and grandbabies, to
schedule a naming ceremony at
Temple Judea. This ceremony is
an opportunity for parents of the
new baby to explain their choice of
Hebrew name, its significance, and
for the new baby to receive a special

Our hope is that while you
guide and support your child
in the process, they learn
to “own” it and feel a strong
sense of accomplishment
and ownership.
We are honored to be a part of their
and your journey. Thank you for
making Temple Judea your spiritual
home.
L’Shalom,
Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik,
Rabbi Feivel Strauss and
Cantor Abbie Strauss
blessing. This blessing acknowledges
that the child has entered a brit,
or covenant, with God. Blessings
are also recited for the baby’s
well-being. The traditional wish is
offered – that the child may grow
into a life of study of Torah, of loving
relationships, and the performance
of good deeds. This ceremony can
take place privately or at Temple
Judea as part of our worship service.
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Marking Life’s Sacred Moments
CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is a year-long process
of study, culminating in a beautiful
ceremony for boys and girls that is
tied to the Jewish holiday of Shavuot.
Confirmation class is offered for 9th
and 10th grade students.
AUFRUF
An aufruf, which in Yiddish means
“calling up”, is an opportunity for an
engaged couple to be called to the
bimah for an Aliyah before the wedding.
Our clergy are happy to perform this
ceremony on a Thursday during minyan
or as part of a Friday night service.
WEDDINGS/VOW RENEWALS
It is our clergy’s honor to be a part of a
couple’s wedding day or vow renewal.
Even though Reform Jewish weddings
draw much inspiration from history and
tradition, they also tend to reflect a
more modern, egalitarian, and flexible
sensibility. The couple will work with
our clergy to design a ceremony that
is meaningful to both the bride and
the groom. In general, Reform Jewish
weddings typically include a chuppah,
a ketubah, a ring ceremony, and the
breaking of the glass. One major
difference between a Reform and a
traditional Jewish wedding is the role
of the woman. In a Reform Jewish
wedding ceremony, the woman shares
in all the roles a man would traditionally
do. Additionally, for first time marriages,
our clergy will also meet with the couple
for several pre-marriage sessions prior
to their ceremony. Weddings can take
place at either a private location or at
Temple Judea. For smaller ceremonies,
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or vow renewals, we are happy to
create an intimate sacred experience
in our clergy’s study under our
temple’s chuppah.
HANGING A MEZUZAH
A Jewish household is created by the
people who live in it and by the way
they act and the things they do and
don’t do and the beliefs they hold. To
a great extent, a Jewish way of life is
a portable faith: you can take it with
you anywhere you go. It is generally
accepted that Judaism is a religion
more oriented to the holiness of time
vs. the holiness of place. There are
many occasions we sanctify, but very
few places
we call holy.
Our homes
are an
exception –
and we do
this through
the ritual of
hanging a mezuzah in your home – be
it on the front door or on any other
door. If you have recently moved, or
do not currently have a mezuzah on
your door, please call the office to
schedule this sacred ritual with one
of our clergy who will happily come to
your home!
CONVERSION
Temple Judea and the Reform
movement welcome and support
those who chose to explore Judaism.
Jews by Choice are a gift to our
people and to our communities.
While each person’s path into Jewish
life is unique, there are shared
questions and experiences that are
common to many. We welcome
the opportunity to introduce you to
Judaism and an opportunity to help
guide those on a spiritual journey. If
you are interested in studying with us,
please contact the office. Cohorts /
Classes are scheduled once there is a
cohort.

TJ Communities
FUNERAL/MEMORIAL
Jewish tradition teaches that
humans are created in the image
of God (Genesis 1:26). This is the
underpinning of all the rituals and
customs that make up a Jewish
funeral. This concept extends both
to the deceased and to the mourners.
It is our hope to provide love and
support during what can be the most
difficult of times. Our clergy will
coordinate all aspects of a funeral
or memorial service – including the
details of the service, meeting with the
family, leading the funeral prayers, and
delivery a eulogy. They will also help
coordinate the observance of shivah,
sloshim, and are available to families in
mourning throughout their process.

SAVE THE DATES

CELEBRATING TOGETHER
CELEBRATING
OUR MEMBERS 90+ YEARS OLD
Friday, August 26

SISTERHOOD
BOOK GROUP
Mondays at 10:30 AM.
Everyone is Welcome!
June 6
July 11
August 1
September 12
October 3
November 7

December 5
January 2
February 6
March 6
April 3
May 1

Books for 2022/23:
The Prison Minyan
by Jonathan Stone
Wish You Were Here
by Jodi Picoult
Florence Adler Swims Forever
by Rachel Beanland
Sex Wars
by Marge Piercy

CELEBRATING BEING MARRIED
50, 60, 70, 80 years!
Gold, Emerald, Diamond,
Blue Sapphire, Platinum & Oak
Shabbat – Friday, November 18

The Stranger in a Lifeboat
by Mitch Albom

CELEBRATING GETTING A
HEBREW NAME
Naming Shabbat –
Friday, December 16

Send for Me
by Lauren Fox

CELEBRATING NEW
GRANDPARENTS
AND GREAT-GRANDPARENTS
Parashat Vayechi – Friday, January 6
CELEBRATING BELONG TO TJ
Parashat Teruma – Building a
Temple – Honoring 10+ years of TJ
membership – Friday, February 24
CELEBRATING
TURNING 80 YEARS OLD
Gevurot Shabbat –Friday, April 14

The Promise
by Damond Galgut

Eli’s Promise
by Balson
Dear Mrs. Bird
by A.J. Pearce
Titles will be matched with dates
as the year progresses.
Questions: Contact Beth Baker,
Chairperson, at
bethloves@gmail.com.

our brotherhood. Please join us in
strengthening the bond of our
common goals by becoming a member
of Temple Judea's Sisterhood.

Women of Reform Judaism is the
organizational umbrella for our
congregational sisterhood. Meeting
the interests of women at Temple
Sincerely,
Judea, sisterhood is intergenerational,
Julie Buckner, President
including all age groups and reflects
the spirit and diversity of our
SAVE THE DATES
synagogue. Sisterhood's role at
Temple Judea is important, as we
Summer Social
are the gateway into participation
Thursday, August 18th
and engagement for our women, as
Mezuzah Making
they help support our congregation
Tuesday, September 13th
in numerous ways, including, socially,
Membership Dinner
culturally, educationally, financially
Thursday,
November 3rd
and through leadership development.
Guest Speaker
Our programs include: social events,
Monday, January 9th
cultural outings, guest speakers,
joint programs with other county
Card Party
sisterhoods, holiday special events,
Wednesday, February 22nd
scholarship presentations, baking
Sisterhood Shabbat
with religious school students,
Friday, March 3rd
outreach to our college youth through
Challah Making
College Connection, Mahjong and
Tuesday, April 25th
card parties and joint events with

MEN’S CLUB
The Men's Club of Temple Judea is an
informal gathering of our adult male
members creating opportunities for
friendship and service. A year of special
activities meets the diverse interests of
our membership.
Some of our activities include ball
games, Steak & Poker Night, bagel
breakfasts, men’s nights out at various
restaurants, basketball/baseball events,
and trips just for guys!
Our Men's Club is proud to provide gifts
for our B'nai Mitzvah students.Contact
the temple office for more information
at 561-624-4633 or visit www.gotj.org.

SAVE THE DATES
Thursday, August 4th
Jupiter Hammerheads
at Palm Beach Cardinals
in the Cassidy Cool Zone
Sunday, November 13th
Post Election discussion
and breakfast with Kevin
Wagner
Wednesday, February 1st
Men’s Night Out –
Steak, Poultry,
Poker and More at TJ

Chairperson: Jeff Prince
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Giving Opportunities

ple Jude
m
a
Te

Giving Opportunities

ple Jude
m
a
Te

“I did not find the world desolate when I entered it.

And as my parents planted for me before I was born,
so do I plant for those who will come after me.”
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BECAUSE
WE ARE YOUR FAMILY
L’Dor

– Talmud

After all, you have loved this congregation and poured your heart
into it. This congregation is an enduring part of your Jewish legacy,
just like your family. Make a gift to help Temple Judea continue to
transform lives and inspire action, to ensure that your values and
goals live on and to make a significant difference in our community.
As you plan for the future, think about what that legacy means to
you…. and please consider the congregation in your will or estate plan.
To learn more about how to create your Jewish legacy, please contact
Morli Josza at 561-624-4633 or morli@gotj.org.

5 Reasons You Should Make a Commitment to Temple Judea’s
L’Dor VaDor Society and the Life & Legacy efforts:
1. Support the Future:
By committing a legacy gift to any
of the participating organizations,
you will be showing your support
of building endowment funds that
generate annual funding to benefit
the organization(s) you love.
2. Support the Present:
At the conclusion of year two of
the program, each organization
participating in LIFE & LEGACY
receives an incentive bonus of up
to $5,000 for securing enough new
commitments to meet its goals.
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3. Create Your Legacy:
When you establish a legacy gift,
whether it's through a bequest in
your will, or a portion of your IRA,
or another giving vehicle, you are
leaving your last lesson for your
children, grandchildren, and even
the community as a whole. With
your legacy gift, you will be telling
one and all that being generous,
caring about others, and thinking
about the future are important
moral values. These are profound
messages for Jewish community
members of all ages.

4. Lead by Example:
By signing a legacy commitment,
you are leading the community
by stepping up and showing
your dedication to your beloved
organization(s). There is no monetary
gift that must be made now, just your
commitment, your leadership.
5. Save on Taxes:
While Temple Judea does not
provide tax, legal, or financial
advice, we do encourage you to
contact your trusted advisor to
talk about how a prospective l
egacy gift can save you on capital
gains taxes, estate taxes, and/or
income taxes, because these savings
can be significant.

Annual High Holy Day Appeal:
Each year during the High Holy
Day season we ask for your
generosity and help. Gifts to
the High Holy Day Appeal help
offset the difference between
the cost of running the temple
and the 62% of expenses
covered by dues. Monies raised
go directly to help members
in need, our youth education
program, and teens.
Chai Society and
Golden Chai Society:
The Chai Society and Golden
Chai Society are about “people
helping people.” The Chai
Society is $436 above regular
dues and the Golden Chai
is $1,360 above regular dues.
Funds raised go directly towards
providing dues assistance to
members in need.
General Fund Donations:
Each month members elect
to make donations in honor of
or in memory of a loved one.
These donations go towards
our operating budget and help
Temple Judea enhance its
offerings to all members.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Your gift to Temple Judea truly makes a difference – both for our members
in need and to our sacred community! Each year Temple Judea has annual
campaigns which raise funds to help sustain us and keep us financially and
fiscally responsible. Your gift helps ensure our present and future and says,
“I believe in Temple Judea!”
Each and every gift is important—no matter the amount—because
each and every member is important. We are all partners in the
future of our synagogue; whatever you give will have a significant
impact for years to come. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
HOW TO GIVE?
There are many ways you can make a 100% tax-deductible gift in
support of Temple Judea.
Specific Designated Funds:
Designated funds are another way to support Temple Judea.
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Adult Education
Religious School
Youth Group
Camp
Social Action
Gloria Hay & Calvin M. Schwartz Caring Community Fund
Renovation Fund
Capital Gifts:
Temple Judea has many naming opportunities in our main building and
in our school building. Monies raised for capital gifts are used to enhance the temple’s facilities and equipment.
Dedicable Items:
Tree of Life............................$250/Leaf
Pavers.....................................$360/Paver
Memorial Plaques..............$540/Plaque
Sponsorships:
Shabbat Sponsor.................................$360
High Holy Day Music.........................$540
High Holy Day Flowers......................$360
Event Sponsorship..............................Contact Morli Josza,
Executive Director
L’Dor VaDor Endowment Fund:
Gifts to the endowment fund are an investment in the future of Temple
Judea. Consider leaving your own legacy by supporting our fund and
ensuring the long, successful future of TJ!
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