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This October marks three years since Octobah@é day Hamas terrorists carried out the
deadliest attack on Jewish life since the Holocaust, murdering more than 1,200 people,
wounding thousands more, and taking hundreds of hostages, among them children and
grandparents torn from their homes in ananstlit is impossible to fully hold the horror of that
day, even three years later, and yet as a community, we continue toroygh memory,
through action, and through each other.

In that spirit, this month our clergy have turned their newsletter reflections toward Israel and tt
road we've walked since October @n grief, on resilience, and on what it means to be a Jewish
community in this moment¥We hope you'll take the time to read what each of them has written.

We also want to personally invite you to a special way to mark this anniversary together:
Rabbi Josh will be joining Rabbi Ry&ranielsand Rabbi Carlie Daniels of Temple Israel on
October 7th for The Braid, an evening of true, deeply human Jewish stories, performed live. It
a chance for our communities to come togetheat for another headline, but for real voices

and real stories that remind us of the resilience woven through our pefigle p.m.

REGISTRATION REQUIREDCommemorating October 7: The Braid Presents On Being Jewish Now | Register
| MANDEL JCC OF THE PALM BEACHES Store

Three years on, the most powerful thing we can do is show up for one ahotbe@emember
together, and to keep choosing community, again and again.

Wishing you all a meaningful month ahead.


https://app.amilia.com/store/en/jcc-mandel/shop/activities/7138947?date=2026-10-07&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false
https://app.amilia.com/store/en/jcc-mandel/shop/activities/7138947?date=2026-10-07&view=month&scrollToCalendar=false

Rabbi Yaron

A Chuppah at Nir Oz: Three Years After the Earthquake

My niece Tamar surprised the entire family last week. Shesenta photo of aring on her finger-
O 7 Aecidedto geti A O O Bdldthé text. Indeed great news, but what makesthis news even
more specialis that Tamar,together with her future husband,Avshalom, are a part of asmall
group calleda®' A Q@deddia english) who moved 2 months agoto Kibbutz Nir Oz-the
kibbutz where, on October7th, a quarter of the community was murdered or taken hostage.

Sheis part of a small but very significant group of peoplein their ¢ 1 fh& experiencedOctober
7th and decidedthat they haveto respondto the tragedy of the day,and to do so by rebuilding
that which was destroyed. Tamar and Avshalommovedto Nir Ozbecausethey decidedthat the
memory of destruction and evil will not havethe last word. They movedthere to show what her
generationis madefrom - resilience,love and hope.And sonow sheis engagedand will be
married at Nir Oznext summer,under a chuppah standing on the very ground that absorbedso
much sorrow.

Awedding, that | hope to officiate, on that soil, three yearslater. | kept thinking about the name
of the Kibbutz over and over again in my mind, the way | turn over words when | cannotyet fully
understand my feelings.Nir Oz.In Hebrew, nir is afield that hasbeenplowed and turned over,
broken openon purpose,sothat somethingcangrow in it. Ozis strength. A plowed field of
strength. Somebodynamedthat placelong before any of us knew what it would cometo hold,
and now a generationtoo youngto havechosenany of this is choosing,with openeyes,to plant a
life there.

| have spentthe last weekslooking closely at what is actually happeningin Israel, not the
headlinesthat flash and vanish, but the slower story underneath them. And the pattern is the
samewherever | look. Nir Ozis not anisolated act of stubbornness.It is amovement.The
communities alongthe Gazaborder now hold more residents than they did before October 7th,



thousandsof young families who chosethe wound over the exit. Kibbutzim that were emptied by
fire are being resettled by twenty -five-year-olds who were not evenliving there when the sirens
went off.

And it doesnot stop at rebuilding houses.Youngsurvivors of the Novamassacre peoplewho
watchedtheir friends murdered next to them in afield, haveturned around and built healing
centersfor one another, someasfar away as Thailand, becausethey understood before the
professionalsarrived that the wounded were the onesbest equippedto reachthe wounded. New
resilience centershave openedacrossthe country. A generationthat could have beendefined
entirely by what was done to them hasinstead defined itself by what it choosesto do for each
other. And | am so proud to seethat so many of my Israeli colleaguesin the Israeli Reform
movement,they and their congregationsare at the forefront of some of theseefforts.

Evenpolitics, which usually divides us, hasproduced something| did not seecoming.Young
Jewishand Arab citizens of Israel, many of them shakenawake by the sameearthquake,have
built a new political movementtogether and are now launching a party to run for the Knesset,
insisting that a sharedsocietyis still possible after everything. | do not know if it will succeedat
the ballot box.But | know that its very existence three yearsafter the worst singleday in Israel's
history, tells me something about what that day did not manageto kill.

Thereis aconceptin our tradition, tekuma,that | keepreturning to. It meansrevival, arising up
again.We useit for the stateitself, for the astonishingfact that a nearly destroyed people rebuilt
anation within three yearsof the Holocaust.I never thought | would usethat word againin my
own lifetime for anything closeto that scale.And yet here it is. Not the sametekuma. A smaller
one,aquieter one,built kibbutz by kibbutz and healing circle by healing circle and now, chuppah
by chuppah.But the sameroot, the samestubborn Jewishinstinct to plow the field againthe very
year it was scorched.

| think of Tamar standing at Nir Oznext summer,and | think of the peoplewho will stand around
her, family and friends. | think about what it will meanfor her to sayher vows on ground that
onceheld somuch death.| do not think sheis beingnaive.I think sheis doing what Jewshave
always done when the world tried to convinceus that this time the ending would be final. Sheis
refusing the ending. Sheis choosing,instead,to write a beginning.

Three yearsago,l could not havetold you what would comeof that day. | still cannottell you the
whole story, becauseit is still beingwritten by peoplelike my niece,in real time, on real ground.
But | cantell you this with astonishmentand with pride. The earth shook,and instead of leaving
the field empty, an entire generation went back out and plowed it. Nir. Oz.A field, and the
strength to plant it again.

Titchadesh,titchadshi. May we all be renewed and inspired by Tamar and her generation.



Rabbi Josh

A Grievous Family Faux Pas

When | was in Israel in February 2023, | made a grievous family faux pas.

| was there for a rabbis' conference, on a tight schedule. | hadn't seen my cousins in years, but |
decided | wasn't going to have time to see them while | was there. So | didn't even call to let them
know I'd be in the same country. | rationalized it to ngself: why do | need to call my family just to
let them know we're in the same country? But my brother Drew had other ideas about familial
etiguette, and he was upset with me for not calling. What's worse, he called my cousin Micah and
ratted me out.

At first, it seemed to me like a&Curb Your Enthusiasmepisode. Why do | have to call someone to
tell them I'm in the same country, when I'm not even going to be able to see them? | laughed
about it. But in truth, my brother Drew was right, and my cousin Micah, who | am indeed close
with, was upset with me.

The profound realization of my misstep didn't hit me until nine months later, when | was back in
Israel in November 2023, a month after October 7th. | was on a rabbinic mission, bringing aid to
Israel and volunteering to help wherever | could. This time, eeks before | arrived, | called my
cousin Micah to let him know | would be there. We arranged a time for dinner. He picked me up
in Tel Aviv and brought me to his sister's house in Herzliya, and what happened when | got there
shocked me.

The entire family had come from all over the country Hadera, Netanya, Kfar Saba, and Herzliya
2 to have dinner with me. My cousins, who | hadn't seen in years, now all had children, some of
whom | hadn't seen since they were babies, and others | met ftre first time. When they all
showed up for me, | felt, on the one hand, ashamed that | hadn't made more of an effort back in
February. But | also felt so incredibly close to my family in Israel in that moment.



All Jews everywhere are my family. | feel a special connection to Jews in Israel. But my family in
Israel, that night, felt like a whole different level of closeness.

On the family tree, these are my third cousins. Most people never meet their third cousins. But
back when my father lived in Israel in the 1960s, this family took him in as their owre didn't
know any other family in Israel at the time, and our familiehiave been linked ever since.

Larry David, star of Curb Your Enthusiasmand creator ofSeinfeld, might still agree with my

initial assessment of the absurdity of calling family in the same country just to tell them you don't
have time to see them. But as a rabbi, | should have known better. In Israel, family isn't just
family. They're the ones whoamidst our homeland, make us truly feel like we are at home.




Rabbi Wendy

Poetry in Israel After October 7

For a long time after October 7, I, like many of you, felt numb. | read the articles, listened to the
podcasts, scrolled past the posts, and yet | could not fully take in the horror and tragedyen |

began studying poetry written in Israel after October 7 in a Zoom course taught by Israeli scholar
Rachel Korazim/ T A BT Ai xA OOOAEAAh O#O01 x1T h 4EEO ) O
radio exchange between a soldier and hissenmander as the soldier cradled higravely wounded
comradeand the soldier asks what heshould do and whether help,perhapsa miracle, will ever

come. The first time | studied it, | cried. | still well up every time | read itPoetry opened the gates,
helping me feel what I could not express or fully comprehend. So, this month, as the third
commemoration of October 7 approaches, | want to share some of that poetry with you.

)T OAOBPI T OA OF /1 AOI AAO xh OEA DPEOAOA ) OOAAI EC
x| OAO8d ) OOAAT E DI AO , ETAA 30AEU xOEOAO 1 ¢4
Ofl U xT OAOG AT 1106 AT AOCAho 11T ITUWOABMMOE TxA QBAGh C
one Israeli response to October 7 has been an outpouring of words through poetry, first in the

digital sphere and then in literary supplements and anthologies.

This turning to poetry in the face of catastrophe is hardly new for the Jewish people. Michael
Bohnen, one of the editors and translators dbhiva,has noted that Jewish history is filled with
verse born from devastation, fromEicha the Book of Lamentations, and thkinot composed in
OAODPI T OA O AAOOOOAOGETT AT A PAOOGAAOGOEITh OI (
Kishinev pogrom and the poetry of the Shoah. Rachel Korazim, also one of the editorSlof/a
explained to me that the digital sphere allowed poetry after October 7 to flow across ideological
boundaries. Writers on the political left, centrists, Modern Orthodox women, haredim, reservists,
soldiers, partners, and family members all found themsehgewriting poetry. Read together, these
poems become a record of grief, not a neat progression through stages, but a series of emotional
movements from shock and incomprehensibility, through the anger, fear, and mobilization of a
society at war, and finallytoward the difficult task of living within a reality permanently altered

by October 7.



&EOOO AAi A OEA OET AES AEA PIAO ' EOOA 2AAAT AC
xA OOAOOAA AT 601 OET ¢ A AEAZEAOAT O OEIi A8d 4EA bi
that none of it happened, a nightmare, a hallucination, and the®,1 BAT U1 00 AUAO A
#A1 1 AOIT xOEOAO 1T &£ OAOOOT ET C O OEA AOEI A OAAI
in the silence, everything was loud, people behaving normally as nothing horrible had happened.
These poems do not explain Octay 7. They return us to the moment when reality itself ceased

to make sense.

4EAT AAIT A OEA 11T AEI EUAOEI T8 30A&LZLZ 3A0OCAAT O ./
is a command and a contradiction: go alone, with a whole people; go, and return. Nathaniel

Elinson writes of phone calls between a husband and wife in which dapretends things are all

OECEO Oi bpOi OAAO OEA 1T OEAOh AOAT OET OCE 11 OEE
60 T &£ 11 6A86 O)1 | OAAO O 2AAT 1 U &ECEOhd . AC
AAT AT AAA T &£ A OTAMEADJEEQHO TWAR CE AOOA OO1 &1 OCA
AAEET A8)T 1T OAAO O61 OAAIT U EECEO UI O EAOGA O1 ¢

Ul 60 AEEI AOAT 82A1 AT AAOBAT A &l OCAd8o

Other poems are harder to read. "Wait for Us Gaza," by Beeri Haim Shwartzgorn, opens with
Amos's prophecy of fire on the walls of Gaza and ends by turning Psalm 137:9, the psalm's most
terrible verse, back on the attackers. "Time of War at the Gate," byigadier General Ofir Levious,
commander of the IDF Education Corps, takes its title from Isaiah and answers the draft call with
a single word,Hineni, here | am. But thidHineniis not only readiness. It is Samson between the
pillars of Dagon's temple in Gaza, after the army is victorious "after we uproot its gate©fir
imagines a return to the furrow, the rain, the growing barley, and children singing. In "Tunnels of
Destiny," Asher Shaz addresses the terrorists directly, promising that Israel's soldiers will pursue
them to "the ultimate darkness atthe end of th OOT T A1 86 4EAEO xI OAO AC
reveal a minor current of vengeance that also belongs to the emotional and poetic record of
October 7 and the war that followed.

For civilians, war has entered the rhythms of ordinary life. Phyllis Becker writes that this is no
ITTCAO OOEA OEI A &£ O AOAAI U 11T O6A piT Al 6ho AOO
out of their personal lives and into uniforms. Michele Bustin desdses the morning ritual of
OAAAEET ¢ &£ O EAO PEITA AT A OARAAET ¢ OEA AOAAAAI
the announcement that another soldier has fallen. Two words that might mean little elsewhere
EAOA AAAT T Ah OEA xXOEDOIAIOAT OAOBDIAO®DS 1T 4= A OIOAT COAC
language of breakfast tables, family WhatsApp groups, phone screens, and ordinary mornings.
October 7 created a newnatzav, a new reality, for Israeli society and for Jews around the world.

/| O ' AAil AADOOOAO OEEO ET O)1 wAAE ' AT AOAOGEIT I T
(ACCAAAEd O)1 AOAOU CAT AOAOCEITh UT O 1606006 OEEI
cUPd®» 11T x EA AAAO +&FAO ' UAh 2AB8EIih AT A . EO
EAOET ¢ OEAI OAOAA ET OEA OAEA OiTin AAT ARAA AO



Ui OOO0AT £# AOGEI AET ¢ "ABAOE86 4EA bPi Ai OAEOOAD
and October 7 collapse into one another, and memory becomes an obligation to rebuild.

Two quiet poems turn toward what comes next. Rachel Goldbe#golin, mother of Hersh, z"l,
writes in "One Tiny Seed" of gathering a "sea of tears," pouring them over a "desert of despair,"
and planting a single seed wrapped in "fear, trauma, pain and hop€&elia Merlin, writing from
Ramat Gan, describes how after October 7 she could not get up or move. In her mind she hears
her grandmother's voice telling her to rise and tend to the small tasks of life, including a plant
whose white and yellow petals are gne. "Your care will help it bloom again," her grandmother
tells her. "Your care will help you hope."

Poetry written in Israel after October 7 has given voice to shock, rage, fear, grief, memory, love,
OAOEI EAT AAnh AT A ) OOAAI 60 AEOACEI A ET OEOOAT AA
the unbearable comprehensible, but it can help us bear wiess and remind us to continue caring
for what remains. Perhaps that caring itself is where hope begins.

(



Cantor Suzanne

The Soundtrack of Resilience: How Music Has Carried Israel Through 3 Years of Heartbreak and Hope

In Israeli society,music haslong servedasfar more than entertainment. It is the nation's
collective emotional register. From the earliest daysof statehood,songshavebound Israelis
together through sharedtriumphs and devastatingtrials. The canonof ShireiEretz Yisrael(Songs
of the Land of Israel) wasforged in the crucible of military struggle,creating a unique national
tradition: whenever crisis strikes, Israelis turn to songto processcollective shock,mourn their
fallen, and rebuild solidarity.

Musicin Israel functions like acivic liturgy. Whether heard during the solemn,24-hour radio
broadcastsof YomHaZikaron (Memorial Day) or sungin shira b'tzibbur (communal singalongs),
melodiesand lyrics provide a sharednational vocabularywhen words alonefall short. When
Israelis hear Naomi Shemer's"Lu Y'hi," the associationwith the YomKippur War of 1973 is
immediate, just as"Bab El Wad" remains inseparable from the 1948 War of Independence.These
musical touchstonesare central to civic memory, national identity, and Israel's culture of
resilience.

In the yearssincethe October7 massacreand the prolonged war that followed, this tradition has
continued with strength. The scaleof the trauma produced an extraordinary outpouring of
creative expression,reflecting the full spectrum of public emotion: angerand defiance,
vulnerability and grief, shattered hopesand renewed determination. Many of thesesongshave
already entered the realm of civic liturgy, but | would like to highlight three that | find
particularly significant.| encourageyou to listen to them sometime soon.Evenif you do not
understand Hebrew, | suspectyou will still feel somethingof why thesesongshave becomesuch
powerful cultural touchstonesduring a period marked by grief, fear, anger,and resilience.



Thefirst is "Harbu Darbu" by Nessand Stilla. This hip-hop hit becameone of the defining songsof
the post-October7 era becauseit gavevoiceto the raw anger,shock,and desire for retaliation
that somany Israelis felt after the Hamasattacks.Releasedust over amonth after October7, the
songbroke with the mourning tone that had dominated the national mood, instead channelinga
spirit of mobilization and defiance.Praising IDF units and expressingsolidarity with soldiers and
reservists, it quickly rose to the top of the charts and became for many young Israelis, the
soundtrack of a nation moving from grief to action. The songis divisive, celebratedby someasa
patriotic anthem and criticized by others for its militant messageyet its cultural impact is
undeniable. While angeris not an emotion | personally like to leaninto, eventhose who dislike
the songhavehadto grapple with the emotions it representsin the wake of suchhorrific
violence."Harbu Darbu" becamea flashpoint in broader public conversationsabout justice,
retaliation, andresilience.

The secondsong,"Yih'ye Tov" by JasminMoallem,is significant for almost the opposite reason.
Although written shortly before the war, it was embracedafter October7 asan unofficial anthem
of hope and healing.lIts simple promise that "it will be good" spokedirectly to the emotional
needsof atraumatized society searchingfor comfort while waiting for hostagesto return and for
better daysto come.In a period marked by grief and uncertainty, the songoffered neither
revengenor politics, but permission to hope.It resonatedacrosspolitical and ideological divides
becauseit articulated a universal longing for healing and normalcy. In many ways, it becamethe
soundtrack of collective endurance,reminding listeners that holding onto hopeis itself aform of
strength.

Finally, I would be remiss not to highlight "Am Yisrael Chai"by Eyal Golan.Releasedn November
2023, just weeksafter the outbreak of the war, the songdistilled a collective messageof
enduranceinto asimple and familiar refrain: the people of Israel live. Golan,alargely secular
cultural icon,combined themesof Jewishbelief, national solidarity, and the hope for the safe
return of loved ones.The songresonatedacrosspolitical, religious, and social divides. Although
Israel entered the war deeply fractured by domestic political tensions,"Am Yisrael Chai"helped
create acommon emotional languagecenteredon unity, faith, and mutual responsibility. Many
listeners embracedit asan unofficial wartime anthem becauseit transformed fear into
confidence and isolation into belonging.More than perhapsany other songof that moment, it
expressedthe belief that despite tragedy, Israel will endure and rebuild.

Thesesongsrepresent only a small portion of the music Israelis haveembracedto processthe
turmoil of recentyears.Together,they illustrate how music canhelp a society grieve,argue,
hope,and heal.In times of crisis, songsbecomemore than cultural artifacts. They becomevessels
of collective memory, emotional resilience,and national identity. For many Israelis, the
soundtrack of this difficult period hasnot merely reflected their experience;it hashelpedthem
endure it.



EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
The October 2026 Elections in Israel

A plainEnglish guide for American Jewdhe system, the players, and why the outcome reaches all the way
to your synagogue, your Federation, and your family's ties to Israel.

Why should you, an American Jew, care?

w You're a stakeholder, even without a votehe U.S. sends Israel $3.8 billion a year in
military aid under a memorandum of understanding running through 202&nd
Congress is actively debating its future. Israeli politics shapes that relationship, and
American Jewish organizations are often astedefend it.

w Your Jewish identity may be on the balldbills advancing in the Knesset would hand
Israel's Chief Rabbinate exclusive control of the Western Wall and recognize only
Orthodox conversions for the Law of Retarndirectly affecting the more than 90% of
American Jews who identify as Reform, Conséreabr unaffiliated.

w It's personal:who governs Israel affects everything from your relatives' safety and
reserve duty, to whether your rabbi's conversions and prayer at the Kotel are legally
recognized if you or your kids ever make aliyah.

The Parliamentary System: 120 Knesset Seats

Israel is a parliamentary democracy built around one-fnber legislature, the Knesset a number fixed
since the state's founding in 1948. There are no congressional districts and no direct vote for prime minister;

you're voting for a party, not a perso

w One nationwide ballot:every citizen 18 or older votes for one party list (each party can run up to 120
ranked candidates) in a single, countrywide race. Seats are awarded proportionalparty winning
about 10% of the vote gets roughly 12 seats.

w The 3.25% thresholda party must clear 3.25% of the national vote (a minimum of four seats) to enter the
Knesset at all. Anything below that, and every one of its votes is wasted.

w No majority, by designno single party has ever won the 61 seats needed to govern alone. Every Israeli
government has been a coalitian which is why the next sections matter as much as the vote count
itself.

120 SEATS IN THE KNESSET

No party has ever won a majority alone — every government is a coalition.

Il 61 seats = majority needed to govern remaining 59 seats
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Israel's system runs on different logic than Washington's. A quickosidele:

IN ISRAEL IN THE U.S.
. 2dz @2 GS | Aparty list, not a person An individual candidate
Districts Nonet one nationwide race Stateby-state / districtby-district
Threshold 3.25% of the vote to win any seal No thresholdt winner-take-all

Chosen through postlection

Head of gov't coallition talks

Directly elected (president)

# of parties that

+ .
matter 10 Effectively 2

The Main Parties Running

The field is unusually fluid this cycle, with several fresh mergers formed specifically to challenge Prime
Minister Netanyahu. Here's the current lineup:

Leader(s) In a nutshell

Right / . Likud Benjamin Netanyahu Rightwing, prosettlement,
Governing free-market
Right / . - : Religious right; pro
Goyeming Religious Zionism | Bezalel Smotrich soversignty in the West Ban
Right / . : . . .

: Otzma Yehudit Itamar Ben Gvir Farright nationalist
Governing
Right/ . Yisrael Beiteinu Avigdor Lieberman Se.Cl.Jlar natlongllst; ant
Governing religious coercion
Ultra- . Voice of Sephardi/Mizrahi
Orthodox Shas Aryeh Deri Haredi community
Ultra- Unltgd Torah Yitzhak Goldknopf Voice of Ashkena2| Haredi
Orthodox Judaism community
Center Beyachad Naftali Bennett & Yair | New April 2026 merger; draf

6ac¢23ShGKS]|Lapid equality, cost of living




2][e] Party Leader(s) In a nutshell

Centrist, pragmatic on

Center Blue and White Benny Gantz :
diplomacy and settlements
N New party led by a former
|
Center Yashar! Gadi Eisenkot IDE chief of staff
Centerright | Foundations of Israe Yoaz Hendel & Hili New grew out of the
Trooper reservist movement
Left The Democrats Yair Golan Socialdemocratic; 2024

LabocMeretz merger

Ayman Odeh & Ahmad

Left HadaslkgTa'al Tibi JewishArab left alliance
Islamist; supports a

Arab parties | Ra'am Mansour Abbas Palestinian state incl. East
Jerusalem
Secular Arab party;

Arab parties | Balad Sami Abu Shehadeh | advocates a noidewish civic

State

Note: Israeli party alliances shift right up to the filing deadtingeat this as a snapshot, not a final ballot.

How Coalitions Are Formed

Because no party governs alone, the real contest starts after election night: assembling 61 votes.

President Mandate given Coalition deal- Confidence vote:
consults to form a gov't making: ministries, 61 of 120
all parties (28 + 14 days) budgets, policy needed

w Consultation & mandatethe President meets every party that won seats, then formally tasks one Knesset
membert usually the leader of the largest party or blocwith forming a government, with 28 days
(plus a possible 1day extension) to do it.

w The leverage of small partiesoalition talks trade ministries, budget lines, and legislation for votes.
Because majorities are often razthiin, a party with just §6 seatst often a Haredi party can extract
outsized concessions.



w The confidence votethe new government and its platform must win a Knesset vote of at least 61 of 120
before taking office. Abar¥ | 22 NAG& O0aYAYAYIl f aietaftly ticdkind of cdadlilioh A {
whose collapse triggered this election.

How and When Elections Happen

The Knesset serves a feggar term by law but can dissolve itself early by simple majorignd often does.

Mid-2025 2026 Oct 27, 2026 Nov-Dec 2026
Ultra-Orthodox parties Dissolution bills ELECTII DAY — Coalition talks
quit the coalition over advance in the a national holiday (up to ~70 days

the draft dispute Knesset to a new gov't)

w On the day itselfElection Day is a national holiday. Voters cast a paper slip printed with their party's
ballot letterst there are no candidate names, only party lists.

w After the polls closethe Central Elections Committee, chaired by a sitting Supreme Court justice, certifies
results within days, and coalition negotiations begin immediately.

What's Driving Israeli Voters

w Security and October the war's conduct, hostages, and posture toward Hezbollah and Iran remain
dominant, alongside growing demand for a State Commission of Inquiry into the intelligence failures of
October 7, 2023.

w The Haredi draftthe single most divisive domestic issue. After nearly three years of repeated reserve call
dzLJa = & Slj dz £ A @ &ndidgiblankét BilitarydekeR&ighs for ult@rthodox mert has
become a mainstream demand, while Haredi communities have stagedprassts to defend the
exemptions.

w Religion and stata the one that hits home:a Knesset bill would give the Chief Rabbinate exclusive
control of the Western Wall, overturning a High Court ruling that allows egalitarian prayer, while a
companion bill would recognize only Orthodox conversions for the Law of Return. Reform leader Rabbi
' YYASE 1T ANBOK OFtftSR (GKS GAYAy3 aSEIFIOGte GKS 21
roughly 90% of American Jews who are4ohNJi K2 R2 E G KI G & &2 dzNJ WdzRIF A &Y )

w Cost of livinglsrael has among the highest housing and consumer costs in the OECD, and affordability
cuts across every bloc's platform.

w Judicial reformthe fight over the courts' power that convulsed Israeli politics before October 7 remains
unresolved and is back on the campaign agenda.

Bottom line for American Jews: the $3.8B/year ¢Js&el aid relationship and Israel's approach to-non
Orthodox Jewish life will both be shaped by whichever coalition wins thig figkaking it one of the more
consequential elections for Diaspora relasdn years.



Executive Directoros Repc

Dear Temple Judea Family,

As we come off of what was truly a beautiful High Holy Day season, | want to start by thankin
our clergy teamRabbi Yaron, Rabbi Josh, and Cantor Suzarfoethe depth, warmth, and

spirit they brought to every service. It was felt by all of us, andneeo grateful for their
leadership.

Thank you as well to our generous sponsors of High Holy Day music and flowetsll find
them highlighted on the next page. Their generosity helped make our sanctuary, and our
services, as beautiful as they were.

To everyone who has made their High Holy Day pledge so far, THANK YOU! As a reminder,
our High Holy Day Appeal is our sole fundraiser of the year, and it's what allows us to close tt
gap between what membership dues cover and what it actually costoto mongregation

dues alone cover only about 60% of our operating expenses. If you haven't yet made your
pledge, | hope you'll consider doing so; every gift makes a real difference.

| also want to thank Andy Pargh, our sponsor of High Holy Day streaming, a service which
allows us to be as inclusive as possible and welcome into our services anyone who couldn't b
with us in person.

And a heartfelt thanlou to the Maltz Jupiter Theatre for once again opening their doors and
hosting us this year.

Looking ahead, from January through May, our clergy will occasionally be off the bimah on a
Friday night, and we're looking for members interested in hosting a Shabbat dinner on one of
those evenings in your homa wonderful way to bring our communitygether in a more

intimate setting. If you're interested in hosting, please reach out to me directly and | will do my
best to coordinate dates. morli@gotj.org

I'm also thrilled to share more about our Hart Megillah project, generously underwritten by Joe
and Nancy Hart. Working with our Sofer, this communal project will bring the writing of a
Megillah to life in gatherings held both in members' homes and h&engle Judea. You'll

find a full page dedicated to this special project elsewhere in the Voice, but | wanted to
personally invite you to join us in this meaningful, ofce-generation communal experience.

Finally, I'm delighted to announce our very first Scholar in Residence: Charlotte Korchak, a
noted expert on Israel, joining us the week of November 15th. You asked for it, and we're
bringing itd more details to come soon.

Thank you, as always, for being part of this community.

M orli



Temple Judea is most g'rateful to our sponsors
High Holg Dag Strea.ming
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N FFOUNDATION
High HO[H Day Music

Marianne Baker
Barbara & Harold Danenberg
Alan & Rhoda Edelman
Joan & Peter Hoffman
Sue & Gerald Levy
Vivian Lieberman
Kathy Lisberg
Deena & Stuart Lockman
Stephen & Deborah Paul
Beryl & Bob Schneider
Barbara & Peter Sidel
Ron Singer & Permy Miller
Sisterhood %jTemp e Judea
e

Linda Teitelbaum

Terry & Frank Vaccaro
I'Eiowo:rd Wallen

Stephanie & Brent Wolmer

High Holy Day Flowers
Shari & Mark Bernstein
Julie & David Buckner
Crissy & Louis Carter
Barbara & Hal Danenberg
Alan & Rhoda Edelman
Jamie & Maurice Emmer
Shelly & Judd Ettinger
Ellen & Jonathan Goldstein
Judy & Hal Grossman
Beatrice & David James
Phyllis & Howard Kaufman
Jonathan Lachman & Ceil Schneider Randell
Margo & Alan Levine
Marcia & Bruce Levy
Sue & Gerald Levy
Vivian Lieberman
Deena & Stuart Lockman
Rita Robinson
Cis Rogers
Eva & Marvin Schlanger
Beryl & Bob Schneider
ReEecca & Lee Seelig
Anita & Bob Seidemann
Janet & Chuck Silverman
Ron Singer & Permy Miller
Sisterhood of Temple Judea
Phyllis & Mark Stein
Terry & Frank Vaccaro
ﬁowa"rd Wallen
Karen & Mark Weinstein
Bobby & Mark Weisbu'r'ger




TJ PRAYS

Shabbat Worship

Fridays, October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

5:00 p.m. PreOneg
5:30 p.m. Shabbat Worship
Livestream athttps://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zazdlkbg4kymehqg

WEATHER PERMITTING
October 16t is PET SHABBAT and will be held outdoors

Minyan
Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOMwith Michael Ross
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in per son at TJ or via Livestream

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzdlkbg4dkymehgqg



https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq

Join u§rf0'rv
Simchat Torah

Saturday, October 3rd
4:00 p.m. Yizkor Service

5:00 p.m. Pre-Oneg

Rabbi's Refresh'me'nt Stand and
Cantor’s Candy Bar
5:30 {) m. Simchat Torah Worship

o pm. Torah unravellmg
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THE TORAH IS RIPE WITH VERSES INSTRUCTING US TO CARE FOR
AND RESPECT OUR ANIMALS. PET SHABBAT IS A CHANCE TO
RECALL AND REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT WITH OUR PETS. JOIN

US WITH YOUR FURRY, FEATHERED, OR SCALY FAMILY MEMBERS
FOR OUR ANNUAL OUTDOOR SERVICE. \AN
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In the event of
inclement weather -
services will be
indoors and pets are
not permitted.

BARK YOUR
CALENDAR!
Friday, OCT 16

Bring your own
chair please!



D
S

4:30P.M. - NNMEHHWN
6:00 P.M. SCHOOL FAMILIES ONLY

On 11/13, we kindly ask that regular Shabbat worshippers attend the
4:30 p.m. service so we can accommodate all our school families for
a special family service.

Thank you in advance for your understanding
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NOTE: THERE IS NO PRE-ONEG ONCE WE MOVE TO DOUBLE SERVICES
BUT WE HOPE YOU WILL ENJOY THE WEEKLY CHALLAH!




Havdalah
Saturday, November: IYth
Saturday;December: 12th

A Time to Reflect, A Time to Give Thanks
Friday, November 27
4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Join us to say “goodbye” and thank you to
Cantor Suzanne
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7 OCTOBER 28D
Ofhatbal (et

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP
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Hearty greens with Roasted Butternut Squash, Dried
Cranberries, Apples, Pepitas, and Honey-Apple Cider
Vinaigrette
Turkey Meatloaf with Gravy
Pomegranate-Glazed Salmon
Whipped Mashed Potatoes
Roasted Brussel Sprouts
Green Bean with Slivered Almonds
Apple Cobbler and Vanilla Ice Cream
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$39/Adult; $25/Child
$48/Non-Member Adult
RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633
by september 30 at noon.

<X

N Y7 4

We cannot issue any refunds after the headcount
has heen given to the caterer.
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SHARE THE JOY OF SHABBAT WITH US

SHABBAT DINNER

ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH SOUP
HERB-ROASTED CHICKEN WITH GARLIC, SAGE, THYME, LEMON
PEAR AND GINGER GLAZED SALMON WITH GINGER, ORANGE,
SCALLIONS
WILD RICE AND MUSHROOM PILAF
CARMELIZED ONIONS
CELERY
OVEN ROASTED AUTUMN VEGETABLES
PUMPKIN BREAD PUDDING BITES
MAPLE PANNA COTTA SHOOTERS

6 $39/ADULT | \MmeDIATELY
225/CHILD AETER
48/NON- | WORSHIP
NOV MEMBER

RSVP by November 4™ at Noon to
561-624-4633

We cannot issue any refunds after the headcount has been given to the caterer.
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MANDEL JCC
PALM BEACHES

The Braid presents ON BEING JEWISH NOW
A COMMUNITY EVENT COMMEMORATING OCTOBER 7TH, 2023

—; OTx
& i Being
; ]ewiSh
; NOW

(‘)\N%/EING
JEWVISHNQW

Wednesday, October 7 | 6:30 pm | $36

Temple Israel of West Palm Beach: 2101 N. Australian Ave.

A powerful theatrical experience marking October 7, featuring 14
true stories from On Being Jewish Now, edited by Zibby Owens.
Through The Braid's signature storytelling, experience an evening
of reflection, remembrance, and connection.

; ez Tx .
8a 2. HBE Tomvoon wmn @ P e e

TEMPLE JUDEA JeTE o e
Pl Bt e P

Scan the QR code to register!
For more information, contact Monique
at MoniqueK@JCConline.com or 561-712-5200

MANDEL JCC
Boynton Beach « Palm Beach Gardens Pt
JCConline.com @ Jewish Federation




R = :
WITH RABBI JOSH
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WHOSE ANSWERS YOU CAN'T
GOOGLE

WE LIVE IN'AWORLD WHERETALMOSITF ANYTHING €AN BE ANSWERED
INSTTANTLY.: BUT THEMOSITF IMPORITANITF QUESTIONSHNLIFE REEUSE TO!EIlF INTO
A'SEARCHIBAR:

WHAT HAPRENSTAETER WE DIE?

ISSGOD REAL?

WHY DO BAD THINGS HARPEN O GOOD PEOPLE?

DIDITHE STIORIESIOE THE BIBLE REALLY ©CCUR?

ARE MTHE JEWISHIPEOPLE DISAPPEARING—OR EVOLVING?
WHENWILLETHE'MESSIARHICOME?

HOW WILL ARTIEICIALINTELLIGENCE RESHARE JUDAISM?

AND PERHAPSIMOST URGENTLYSWIHAT MAKEST A LIEEEMEANINGEUL?
JUDAISM HAS NEVERFAVOIDED!BIG QUESTIONSIITWAS BUILET ©N THEM.
THISTCLASSHIS FOR SKERPTIECS AND BELIEVERSTALIKE, FOR THE CURIOUS AND THE
SEARCHING:

NO PRIOR BACKGROUND REQUIRED—ONLY AAWILLINGNESS TO THINK DEEPLY
ANDWRESTLE
WITH WHAT MATTERS MOSIT.

OCTOBER 20/ AND' NOVEMBER 24
2:00 P.M.

PLEASE RSVP TO 56]—624-4633? 9
ROED

ﬁ"../
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BEYOND BAR/BAT MITZVAH

Beyond Bar/Bat Mitzvah:
Adult Jewish Learning with Rabbi Yaron

Most of us reached Bar or Bat Mitzvah and then stopped — stopped
studying, stopped questioning, stopped growing Jewishly.
But Judaism has always been a tradition that rewards the adult
learner, and some of its richest wisdom is reserved for those
willing to go deeper.

Taught by Rabbi Yaron and informed by the Shalom Hartman
Institute's approach to serious Jewish learning, Beyond Bar/Bat
Mitzvah invites adults to engage with Jewish texts, ideas, and
guestions with the rigor and curiosity they bring to every other
area of their lives.

This course is for anyone who wants more — more meaning, more
knowledge, and a more sophisticated relationship with their
Jewish identity.

No prior study required. Just an open mind and a willingness to
wrestle with the big questions.

October 21, November 4, December 16, January 6, January 20,
February 3, February 17, March 3, March 17, March 31, April 7, May 5,
May 19 - Shabbat Service in your honor May 21

5:00 p.m.

Sign up with the office at 561-624-4633







