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The response to last month's "Getting to Know You" feature was overwhelmingly positive 
- and July was a wonderful month all around. Not only did we get to know our clergy a 
little better through their answers, but we got to officially welcome Rabbi Josh Franklin 
and his family. What a month it has been!  

August brings some exciting news of its own. As many of you know, our beloved Cantorial 
Soloist Kaylene Cole will be heading out on maternity leave at the end of this month - we 
could not be more thrilled for her and her growing family. And stepping in to lead us 
through September, October, and November - including the High Holy Days - is Cantor 
Suzanne Leventhal, who we are so excited to welcome to the Temple Judea family. We 
know you are going to love her. 

So, we are keeping the conversation going - and with the High Holy Days just around the 
corner, the timing could not be more perfect. This month, in the spirit of Elul - our season 
of reflection, renewal, and return - we asked our clergy to answer a new set of questions 
that speak to this meaningful time of year. As we prepare together for what promises to be 
an extraordinary High Holy Day season, we hope their answers inspire and move you. 
Enjoy! 

We asked them: 

1. Your Elul Practice 
What do you personally do during Elul to prepare? Share a ritual, a practice, a piece of 
music, or a text you return to each year. And what is one practice or intention you would 
suggest to our congregants for their own Elul journey? 

2. A Personal T'shuvah 
T'shuvah isn't only about what we regret - it's also about where we want to grow. What is 
one thing you genuinely want to change or grow in this coming year - personally, 
professionally, or both? 

3. Your Elul Playlist 
Share three to five songs - Jewish or not - that put you in the Elul and High Holy Day 
mindset. Tell us just a word or two about why each one speaks to you at this time of year. 

 

 



 

Rabbi Yaron 

Elul Practice 
A few years ago, I tried getting up early during Elul to watch the sunrise, almost every day, 
on the beach- and I loved it. There is something about seeing the world wake up, the sand 
fresh and untouched, that speaks to the season of new beginnings. That year I was lucky 
enough to witness a single sea turtle hatching and making his/her way to the water, a tiny 
new live beginning right in front of me. I plan to try it again this year. My suggestion to our 
congregants is simple: find one quiet moment each morning during Elul, even just a few 
minutes, to notice the world beginning again. You do not need a beach. A window, a porch, 
a walk outside will do. The point is to let yourself witness renewal before the day pulls you 
into everything else. 
A Personal T'shuvah 
Last year my t'shuvah goal was to erase the mindless games from my phone. It took longer 
than I expected, and I had my share of relapses along the way, but I got there, and it 
genuinely improved my life. This year I want to turn that same discipline toward growth 
rather than subtraction. I have become complacent in areas I used to care deeply about, 
and I want to wake them back up. That means chess lessons to sharpen a game I love, 
working with a pickleball pro to finally learn to serve properly, personal training sessions 
to get more out of my workouts, fifteen minutes a day polishing my Spanish, and at least 
an hour a week learning to cook something new. And this year I want to finally keep a 
gratitude journal without missing a single day. T'shuvah is not only about what we let go 
of. It is also about what we choose to reach for again. 
Your Elul Playlist 
One text I return to every year is Psalm 27, a psalm of courage and faith that feels tailor 
made for this season of self examination. And musically, I keep coming back to Nurit 
Galron's rendition of a song written by Natan Zach, with music by Ilan Virtzberg. The song 
speaks about our shared human need for kindness and human touch, the idea that real 
warmth cannot be bought, only given freely and without expecting anything back. It 
reminds me that true giving, like sunlight or a shadow, simply happens, without agenda. 
Every Elul I find myself returning to that idea, that we are all hungry for the same simple 
things. Check it out on YouTube  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRVgFH9-jPw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRVgFH9-jPw


 
 

Rabbi Josh 

Your Elul Practice 

Every year during Elul, I go out and blow shofar - much to my neighbors' chagrin. Of all the 
notes, I keep coming back to Tekiah, the long unbroken blast that serves as a palate 
cleanser between everything else. No matter what came before it, Tekiah says: begin 
again. Refresh. Renew. 

That idea of renewal has actually changed the way I greet people this time of year. A few 
years ago, I stopped saying "Shanah Tovah" - and "Good Yuntif" too. Both wish someone 
a good year, but the truth is, I don't know if this past year was good, and I can't promise 
the one ahead will be either. Greetings are a spiritual opportunity, not just a social nicety - 
a chance to actually bless someone. And the blessing of Rosh Hashanah was never "may 
this year be good." It's "may you be renewed." 

There's a Hebrew word for exactly that: Titchadesh (ׁש  for a man, or Titchadshi (הִתְחַדֵּ

 for a woman - literally, "may you be renewed in your newness." It's what you (הִתְחַדְשִי)
say to someone in new clothes, a new haircut, someone starting a new job or moving to a 
new synagogue. I started greeting people with it instead - partly because it invites a 
conversation nobody's expecting, but mostly because it says something truer than "have a 
good year" ever could. 

This Elul, I'd invite you to try both pieces of this: go hear the shofar as often as you can this 
month, and when Rosh Hashanah comes, instead of "Shanah Tovah," try telling someone - 
Titchadesh, Titchadshi. May you be renewed. 

 

 



A Personal T'shuvah 

I spent nine years as a senior rabbi, so I thought I knew what that role asked of me. But 
being a co-senior rabbi isn't exactly the same thing - it requires me to exercise new skill 
sets I didn't have to rely on before. It sounds like it should be easier, sharing the weight. In 
practice, it means working in real partnership with someone else, which asks for a trust, 
respect, and understanding I have to keep building, not just assume. This year, the growth 
I'm sitting with isn't about becoming a better rabbi in the ways I already know how to be 
one - it's about becoming a better partner, with Rabbi Yaron, in the ways I'm still learning. 

Your Elul Playlist 

I'll spare you the playlist of liturgical music and instead look to some contemporary songs 
that might bring out some profound themes of the holidays. 

• Christina Perri, "Only Human" - the song is about the mask we put on to meet 
everyone else's expectations, rather than showing the part of ourselves that's 
actually most human: vulnerable, broken, imperfect. During Elul, that's exactly the 
work - putting down the performance of having it together, and letting the more 
honest, unfinished parts of ourselves be seen. That's where t'shuvah actually starts. 

• Imagine Dragons, "Demons" - the tension between wanting to protect the people 
you love, and knowing there's parts of us that  that could hurt some of the people 
that we care about. That's a major aspect of t'shuvah work: naming the beast 
honestly, without letting it define you. 

• Leonard Cohen, "Who by Fire" - more than a modernization of Unetaneh Tokef. 
Last year I read Matti Friedman's Who By Fire, about Cohen's time performing for 
soldiers in the Sinai during the Yom Kippur War, and it reframed the song for me 
entirely - a firsthand account of confronting mortality in the middle of the world's 
worst violence. That's Elul too: naming how fragile and finite we are, without 
looking away. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Wendy 

Your Elul Practice 

Each year during Elul, I reread Martin Buber's The Way of Man. It's a slim volume, but it 
teaches me something new every time I open it. During this month I often think of the 
Hasidic story of the itinerant shoemaker who passed the house of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of 
Berditchev, calling out, "Anything to mend?" The rabbi wept and said, “Woe is me! The Day 
of Judgment is nearly here, and I still haven’t done the work to fix myself.” That story stays 
with me all through Elul. It reminds me that with all the planning of programs and 
preparation for the High Holidays within the congregation, I still have to remember to 
attend to my personal preparation. 

So, each year I try to actually do it: I pick up the phone, or at least send a text, to people 
I've grown distant from such as family, friends, colleagues, old acquaintances. And yes, I 
still send High Holiday cards in the old-fashioned way, through the mail. I know there are 
more efficient and sustainable ways to greet people for the New Year, but I love the whole 
ritual of it. Even addressing the envelopes feels like opening a memory box. I smile at 
every name on the list, and I add a few new ones each year. The cards don't need to be 
fancy; some years they're just ones I received as a donation. What matters is the act of 
reaching out. For me, this gesture of reconnecting is itself a kind of preparation for the 
Days of Awe. 

If I could suggest one practice to everyone at TJ this Elul, it would be this: choose three 
people you've drifted from and reach out to each of them through a call, a note, or 
whatever feels most like you. It's a small act, but it can begin your process of return. 

Growing in the New Year 

This year, I want to grow in how I show up for the wider community in Palm Beach 
Gardens as a whole. This summer I volunteered with our Temple at Café Joshua at The 
Lord's Place, where people experiencing homelessness can get a hot 



breakfast and lunch every day. It was a genuinely meaningful morning, and it reminded 
me how much I want to do more of this kind of service. Another congregant who 
volunteered that day described it perfectly: showing up there helps us get out of our own 
small bubbles. Hillel taught, "If I am only for myself, what am I?" (Pirkei Avot 1:14). That 
question calls me to do more, so this year I've signed on as a volunteer literacy tutor at the 
Gardens Branch Public Library. It is a small step, but one way of living out Hillel's 
challenge a little more fully. 

Your Elul Playlist 

My Elul playlist consists of songs that are part of my High Holiday memories and songs 
that inspire me to do the work of teshuvah / return: 

"Shalom Rav," composed by Stephen Richards. Every time I hear this piece, I'm back at 
Temple Beth Israel in Phoenix, Arizona, at High Holiday at the Downtown Civic Center 
where services were held because our congregation had outgrown our own sanctuary. 
Cantor Stephens was the cantor at TBI, and his composition of Shalom Rav was the 
centerpiece of our High Holidays. I can still picture sitting with my family, listening to our 
choir, feeling my soul soar. Being swept up in the music and majesty of those services is 
where my journey toward the rabbinate began. 

"L'ma'ancha," by Cantor Allen Lieder. When I served as Associate Rabbi at Congregation 
Emanu-El of Rye, our cantor, Meredith Stone, sang this every year during the High 
Holidays. The melody is simple and imploring, and she had a gift for drawing the whole 
congregation into singing it with her — so that by the end, it felt like all of us together 
were beseeching God to remember us for good in the New Year. This piece and the High 
Holidays will always be linked for me. 

"Return Again," by Elana Arian and Noah Aroson. This is a very accessible melody that lifts 
and inspires me every time I hear it. It is based on the classic Hashivenu, Lamentations 
5:21, “Take us back, O LORD, to Yourself, and we will come back; renew our days as of 
old.” It reminds me to do a Heshbon Hanefesh, a spiritual accounting, as I prepare for the 
Days of Awe. 

“The House That Built Me," by Miranda Lambert. On the surface, it's a song about 
returning to a childhood home. But for me, it's about all the people, places, and memories 
that made me who I am and how I'd love, even for a moment, to step into a kind of time 
machine and see them all again. Although it nearly brings me to tears every time I hear it, 
it also reminds me to be grateful for those memories. It's a song that transports me back to 
my roots and pushes me to build that same love and rootedness into wherever I am now. 

 

 



 

Cantorial Soloist Kaylene 

Your Elul Practice 

Last year, I took on a new practice for the month of Elul which was wonderful and one that 

I highly recommend to anyone who is looking to try something new! I purchased the book 

"Opening Your Heart" by Rabbi Debra J. Robbins, after a wonderful recommendation from 

Rabbi Wendy. The book itself expands upon Psalm 27, which is traditionally recited each 

day during Elul. This book picks one line or idea per day from Psalm 27 and elaborates on 

it. It then encourages the reader to journal for 5 minutes or so – reflecting on how that 

particular line is resonating with them on that day. At the end of the High Holidays, I felt 

accomplished that I had stuck with it — so much more connected to a text that is so 

prevalent in our High Holy Day liturgy, and most of all, so much more in tune with my own 

personal intentions that I wanted to see come to fruition going into the New Year. 

A Personal T'shuvah 

This year, Elul looks so different for me. I can't help but liken my own personal 

preparations that I am currently experiencing for motherhood to the preparation that we 

are all encouraged to engage in during Elul. During our Shofar service on Rosh Hashanah, 

we proclaim hayom harat olam – "today the world is born anew". The growth for me feels 

so personal and visceral. I hope to enter this new phase of my life with a sense of 

flexibility. I'm very much a "type-A" person, and those qualities can sometimes be difficult 

to maintain when having children! I hope to find ease and happiness while ultimately 

accepting that so many things will be out of my control. Professionally, I continue to 

deepen my cantorial studies. There is absolutely a sense of conviction in my work that is 

achieved through continued learning, and I look forward to every moment that I can share 

with all of you. 

 

 



Your Elul Playlist 

"Be Here Now" by George Harrison. One of my favorite songs which reminds us that the 

present IS a present. Elul is a time of intentionality and introspection, (hopefully) readying 

us for the spiritual transformation that we undergo during the Days of Awe. This song 

encourages us to clear our minds, perfect for anyone who is seeking intentionality and 

introspection of their own. 

"Achat Sha'alti" by Aly Halpert. A beautiful setting of Psalm 27. Psalm 27, which as I 

mentioned is traditionally recited every day during Elul, encourages us to think, to ask, 

and to seek. This Psalm reminds us that through all the introspection and hard truths 

about ourselves that we come face to face with during the Holidays, God is with us no 

matter what. 

"Everything Changes" by Sara Bareilles. Taken from the musical Waitress, this song speaks 

of the beautiful transformation a woman undergoes when entering motherhood. However, 

I think it can absolutely be applied to anyone that is experiencing transformation and 

change, making it perfect for Elul. 

 

 

Welcome to Cantor Suzanne Leventhal! 

Dear Temple Judea Family, 

I am beyond thrilled to be joining you as your Cantor in Residence for the next several 
months while Cantorial Soloist Kaylene is out on maternity leave! I can't wait to get to 
know you all, so I wanted to give you a head start on getting to know me. 

The daughter of folk musicians and bagel bakers, I grew up in Santa Cruz, CA, a very 
different kind of beach town from Palm Beach! My passion for the performing arts started 



before I can remember; I sang before I spoke and I spent my youth in every aspect of the 
performing arts I could make time for: violin, singing, dance, and theater. When I wasn't 
working on one of those, I was at the beach or hiking in the redwoods. I earned my 
bachelor’s degree from The Boston Conservatory and my master's from the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, both in classical voice performance, and spent several years as a 
freelance opera singer before realizing that opera wasn't my true calling. That calling led 
me to HUC-JIR, where I completed my cantorial studies and was ordained in 2022. 

For the past four years, I have had the privilege of serving as Assistant Cantor at 
Washington Hebrew Congregation in DC. In that time, I met and married my husband, 
Justin. We are both thrilled to spend the next few months with all of you, especially if you 
also love the beach or time on the water! We're making our way down to you with our cat, 
Miss Bennet, and our two miniature poodles, Romulus and Remus. 

I cannot wait to get to know each of you, to share in your simchas, to stand with you 
through any difficulties, and to bring music and meaning to our time together this year. 
Please don't hesitate to introduce yourself - I'm looking forward to it! 

B'simcha,  

Cantor Suzanne Leventhal 

Your Elul Practice 
Every year during Elul, I return to the practice of reading Psalm 27 each day. While 
meditating on the same psalm daily can be a deeply meaningful spiritual discipline, I 
sometimes need help discovering fresh insights as I reflect upon the same words daily. 
One practice that has enriched my experience is journaling with Rabbi Debra J. Robbins's 
Opening Your Heart with Psalm 27: A Spiritual Practice for the Jewish New Year. Each day of 
Elul, the book offers a new reflection prompt centered on a different verse of the psalm. 
After several years of returning to this book, I've realized that while the text remains the 
same, I do not. Each Elul, I encounter Psalm 27 as a new version of myself, bringing new 
questions, experiences, and hopes to these familiar words. 
Of course, as a cantor, music is also an essential part of my spiritual preparation. 
Thankfully, there are countless musical settings of this psalm, each illuminating a different 
facet of the text. Three of my favorites are Adonai Ori by Cantor Becky Mann, Achat Sha'alti 
by Chava Mirel, and Lach Amar Libi by Nava Tehila. I hope you'll take a few moments to 
listen. Perhaps one of these melodies will open a new doorway into this timeless psalm 
and inspire your own journey through Elul. 
 
A Personal T'shuvah 
T'shuvah isn't only about what we regret - it's also about where we want to grow. What is 
one thing you genuinely want to change or grow in this coming year, personally, 
professionally, or both? 
 



This year, a major focus of my personal t’shuvah is practicing gratitude consistently. I've 
started a gratitude practice more times than I can count — a few weeks of nightly 
journaling or morning meditation, then life gets busy and the practice falls away. I know 
that gratitude isn't meant to be an occasional mood boost; it's a discipline, a way of 
training my thoughts to notice the good even when I'm stressed or distracted. Our 
tradition has taught us this for millenia, but it’s one thing to know it and another to 
actually do it. What is t’shuvah are you doing in preparation for 5787? Let’s keep each 
other accountable! 
 
Your Elul Playlist 

Achat Sha’alti by Chava Mirel - An evocative melody that captures both a longing to feel 
close to the Divine and the peace that that closeness brings. 

 
Rise Up by Andra Day - During the process of t'shuvah, it's easy to be hard on ourselves. 
This song reminds me that t'shuvah isn't about beating ourselves up—it's about rising 
above, growing, and returning to our best selves. 
 
Little Voice by Sara Bareilles - A song about overcoming self-doubt and finding the 
courage to speak your authentic truth.  It also reminds me of the prophet Elijah’s words in 
1 Kings 19, and that God sometimes speaks in a “still, small voice”. We can only hear it if 
we truly listen. 
 

Kol Nidre by Max Bruch (performed by the Jacqueline du Pré and the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra, conducted by Daniel Barenboim) - The definitive performance of my personal 
favorite setting of this timeless, emotive, beloved melody. 

 

 



Executive Director’s Report 

August is a month full of transitions, celebrations, and new beginnings - and at Temple 
Judea, we would not have it any other way. 

First, we want to shower our beloved Cantorial Soloist Kaylene Cole with all of our love 
and best wishes as she heads out on maternity leave at the end of this month. Kaylene - 
you have filled our sanctuary with music, warmth, and joy, and we cannot wait to meet the 
newest member of the Cole family. Wishing you and Jared every happiness as you step 
into this beautiful new chapter. 

Stepping in to lead us through this special season is Cantor Suzanne Leventhal, who joins 
us from Washington Hebrew Congregation in Washington, D.C. We are so thrilled to 
welcome Cantor Suzanne and her husband Justin to our community beginning August 18 
through the end of November - including the High Holy Days. Her first Friday night service 
with us will be August 28, and we hope you will come out to give her the warm Temple 
Judea welcome she deserves. We know you are going to love her! 

On behalf of the entire congregation, thank you for the extraordinary warmth you have 
shown Rabbi Josh Franklin and his family since his arrival. It has been a joy to watch those 
connections form and grow. We ask that you extend that same generosity of spirit to 
Cantor Suzanne and Justin as they settle in and make Temple Judea their home for these 
next few months. 

We are also thrilled to welcome our YEP families back for a new school year! Our first day 
of Youth Education Program is Sunday, August 23 - and if you have not yet registered, 
please reach out to us right away. 

August is a busy and beautiful month and there is plenty to look forward to. Join us for 
Beach Havdalah on Saturday, August 8 - one of our most beloved summer traditions. On 
Sunday, August 16, we invite you to our free summer concert - a wonderful afternoon of 
music and community. And for our members 85 and older, please join us on Friday, 
August 14 for our Early Shabbat Worship and complimentary lunch, a special opportunity 
to get to know Rabbi Josh in an intimate setting. 

Wishing everyone a sweet and meaningful month ahead - and a meaningful Elul season as 
the High Holy Days draw near. 

Morli 
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Shabbat Worship 

 
Fridays, August 7, 14, 21, 28 

 
5:00 p.m. Pre-Oneg 

5:30 p.m. Shabbat Worship 
Livestream at https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq 

 

 
Beach Havdalah 

August 8 at 6:00 p.m. 
In the event of inclement weather, these services will be cancelled. 

  

Minyan 

Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOM with Michael Ross 

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in person at TJ or via Livestream 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq 

 

 

TJ PRAYS 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq


 



 



 



 



 



 



High Holy Day Location 

We are grateful to the Maltz Jupiter Theatre for hosting our High Holy Days again this year.  We 

had initially planned to return to the Eissey Campus Theatre however they experienced a serious 

sprinkler malfunction and notified us they are closed for renovations through December 2026.  It 

is our intention to go back to the Eissey Theatre in 2027 as the Maltz Jupiter Theatre had 

previously scheduled commitments for one of the 2027 High Holy Days. 

High Holy Day Tickets 

Ticketing is available for members and those ages 24 and under listed on your account.  You must 

have paid 50% of your annual commitment and/or have a payment plan in place to receive 
tickets. 

Guest tickets and non-member tickets are limited.  Guest tickets are for your immediate family 

members only. They are $180 for both holy days and $136 for one holy day. 

Non-members who have never worshipped with us before, and who live in our service area, are 

invited to join us free of charge for their first time with TJ.  They must personally call the office 

and provide their contact information for registration and security purposes. 

Non-members who have worshipped with us before must purchase a ticket to attend services.  

They are $500 for both holy days and $360 for one holy day. 

As a reminder, tickets are NON-TRANSFERRABLE.  We kindly ask that you honor this policy. 

Request for service time is made on a first-come first-served basis.  Please return your packet in a 

timely manner to ensure you receive your preferred service time. 

Finally, it is Temple Judea’s policy to not sell stand-alone Yizkor tickets.  Yizkor is an integral part 

of the complete Yom Kippur spiritual journey. Viewing it as a stand-alone service minimizes the 

holiness of the day and treats it as an isolated transaction. Because we offer a ticket for the entire 

High Holy Day, we are honoring the interconnected nature of Jewish worship and ensuring that 

those who come to remember their loved ones also experience the transformative power of the 
entire Yom Kippur service. 

High Holy Day Clergy 

Our High Holy Day services will be led by Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik, Rabbi Josh Franklin and Cantor 

Suzanne Leventhal.  As previously shared in the May/June Voice, Cantor Suzanne will join Temple 

Judea full-time from mid-August through the end of November as Cantor in Residence. Cantor 

Suzanne comes to us from Washington Hebrew Congregation where she has served as an Assistant 

Cantor since June of 2022, and she brings exceptional credentials and experience. She holds a 

Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Performance from The Boston Conservatory, a master’s degree from the 

San Francisco Conservatory of Music, and she is an ordained graduate of Hebrew Union College. 

She also served as a cantorial intern at Yozma in Israel under Rabbi Nir Barkin. She plays guitar 

and violin, which will be a wonderful addition to our worship experience. 

 



 



 
 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



Adult Education 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Communities 
 

 
 

 

TJ’s Book Club at 10:30 a.m. at TJ or via Zoom  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09 

Meeting ID: 863 2152 4611 Passcode: 910340 

August 3rd             On Her Own by Lahi Lapid              Karen Davis    

September 14 Heart of A Stranger by Angela Buchdahl     Maggie Kaufman 

October 5  One Hundred Saturdays by Michael Frank          Bayle Drubel 

November 2  One in a Million Boy by Monica Wood                Debbie Kinback 

December 7       Making the Best of What’s Left by Judith Viorst     Cari Becker 

January 4             Spying on the South by Tony Horwitz             Stuart Lockman 

February 1  People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks        Stephanie Wolmer 

March 1  The Hostage by Eli Sharabi                           Karen Karmazin 
 

Questions: Contact Beth Baker at bethloves@gmail.com 

 

with Rabbi Wendy  

Via Zoom – Visit www.gotj.org for log in information 

Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. (Tefilah) and 10:00 a.m. (Study) 

 

 
KABBALAH 

Mondays at 10:30 a.m. with Ellie Schweitzer 

at Temple Judea 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09
mailto:bethloves@gmail.com
http://www.gotj.org/


 



 

CANDID CONVERSATIONS FOR WOMEN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Candid Conversation Ladies, 

I am continuing my vacation this month before starting our September – December Fall/Winter 

series for 2026. As we come back together in September, we will continue our energetic, 

enlightening, and enjoyable women’s group series. Topics for the Fall/Winter series are selected to 

encourage small and large group participation.  It is friendly and cozy to be together in a comfortable 

and confidential space to explore relevant topics. 

The Fall/Winter series begins September 3, 1:00 – 2:00, at Temple Judea.  I am inviting you to be 

part of our exciting journey to seek and find meaningful moments together. Class size is limited, and 

registration is required. Please contact Amy @ 561-624-4633 to register. 

Topics and dates are listed below: 

   September 3, 2026  “Why and Why Not” 

   October 8, 2026  “Happiness is the Ultimate Risk” 

   November 5, 2026  “We are What we do” 

December 3, 2026 “Our Greatest Strengths can be Our Greatest 

Weaknesses” 

Please note that I am available for Bereavement Counseling during this month.  Appointments must 

be scheduled for a one-on-one meeting.  Please get in touch with Amy at amy@gotj.org or 561-624-
4633, who will contact me so that I can call you to schedule our time together. 

Marcia 

Marcia Grobman received her master’s degree in social work from Barry University, Miami Shores, 

Florida, and is a licensed clinical social worker (LCSW).  She is also a certified addiction professional 

(CAP) and a certified clinical geriatric social worker (CSW-G).  Marcia worked for the Palm Beach 

County Public Safety Department, Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, Alpert Jewish Family Services 

and Morse Geriatric Center.  She has been in practice for over 40 years.   

 

mailto:amy@gotj.org




 

 

 



Social Action 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

Temple Judea advocates for social justice in Palm Beach County through its membership in PEACE 

(People Engaged in Active Community Efforts). PEACE is a coalition of twenty-nine congregations 

working together to amplify the voices of those who are too often unheard. As PEACE’s first Jewish 

member congregation, Temple Judea has taken a leadership role that reflects our Jewish values and our 

commitment to caring for and supporting our neighbors.  

Please join us on Thursday, September 24th at 10:30, for an update on PEACE’s current initiatives, 

including expanding affordable housing, increasing access to mental health services, and supporting 
immigrants affected by mass deportation policies.  

As we begin a new year, we warmly welcome both new and returning participants. For more information, 

or to RSVP attendance, please call Temple Judea’s office. 561-624-4633. Ruth Gonzalez and Rebecca 
Cohen, PEACE Co-Team Leaders. 

Welcome to our New Members 

Suzanne Fekete 

Miriam Franks 

Caroline Rubin Goodman and Howard Goodman  

Jill Aberbach-Kochman and Alexander Kochman & Family 

Alisa and Lawrence Kohn 

Kathy and Richard Leventhal 

Lindsay Versage Podell and Max Goodwin Podell & Family 

Stacey Goodwin Podell and Jeffrey Podell 

Elizabeth and Patrick Tenbrink & Family 

 

 Thank you to our Oneg sponsors 

Anna Kapustina-Fauci and Vincenzo Fauci in honor of their daughter, Eva, 

becoming a Bat Mitzvah. 

There is no sweeter way to celebrate a simcha or honor the memory of a loved one than by sponsoring an 

Oneg Shabbat for our congregation. Whether you are marking a birthday, anniversary, or other special 

occasion - or simply want to remember someone who meant the world to you - we would love to help you 

make it meaningful.  

Please call the office to learn more!  

561-624-4633 or amy@gotj.org 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

General Fund 

Marsha and Barry 

Abrahamson  

in loving memory of Richard 

Oremland, brother of George 

Anita and Kenneth 

Adams  

in honor of the Temple 

Sisterhood 

Carole and Norman 

Barham  

in loving memory of Danny 

Wolmer, son of Stephanie 

and Brent  

Nancy and Dolph 

Berman  

in loving memory of Danny 

Wolmer, son of Stephanie 

and Brent  

Iris and Frederick 

Burke  

wishing Linda Teitelbaum a 

speedy recovery 

Barbara Fiocca  

in honor of all those who 

have been affected by war 

Barbara Friedman  

in loving memory of my 

father, Philip Siegel 

Marsha Goldberg  

in honor of Ann and Paul 

Levine's 60th anniversary 

Loe and Gary Goldwasser  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Zena and Harvey Hafetz  

in loving memory of Al, 

father of Harvey 

 

Ellie Hart  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Jerry 

Jennifer and Gary 

Lesser  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Penny Masur  

in loving memory of Dr. 

Adam Friedlander, son of 

Sheree and Cary  

Irene Venoff  

in honor and appreciation of 

Temple Judea 

Stuart Wanuck  

in loving memory of my 

mother,  Lili 

Stephi and Brent 

Wolmer  

in honor of Penny Masur's 

new granddaughter, Ava 

James Levy 

 

Rabbi Yaron's 

Discretionary Fund 

Louise Austin  

in loving memory of my son, 

Jonathan 

Jane and Michael 

Baker  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Dale and Zvi 

Barzilay  

in honor of Brent Wolmer's 

birthday 

 

 

 

Joanne and Stephen 

Bernstein  

in loving memory of our son, 

Matthew 

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Joyce and Ronald 

Bortnick  

in honor of Michael Ross 

receiving the Shofar Award 

in loving memory of Barry 

Yaffe, husband of Donna 

Marcia and Bob 

Bulitt  

in loving memory of our 

friend, Susan Cole, wife of 

Marc Cohn 

Merelann Cherry  

in appreciation of Rabbi 

Yaron for performing the 

wedding ceremony of my 

grandson, Michael Kapnick 

to Lily Alperstein 

Lynn and Stephen 

Chodos  

in loving memory of 

Gertrude, mother of Stephen 

Shelly and Judd 

Ettinger  

in honor and appreciation of 

Temple Judea 

Penny Fierstein  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Richard 

Dale Frey  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Bruce 

in loving memory of my 

sister, Carole Rosenstein 

TJ GIVES 



 

Sandy and Irv 

Friedenberg  

in loving memory of our 

friend, Susan Cole, wife of 

Marc Cohn 

Sheree and Cary 

Friedlander  

in honor of Rabbi Yaron, in 

appreciation for his 

remarkable and unwavering 

support during this difficult 

time 

Joan Gelch  

in loving memory of my 

partner, Morris Weintraub 

Susan and Chick Glabman  

in honor of Sue and Dick 

Sandler's 70th anniversary 

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Judith Goldstein and 

Family  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Alan 

Sandra Goldworm and 

Neil Schlackman 

in loving memory of Joseph 

Liton 

The Gray Family  

in honor of Susan and 

Richard Sandler's 70th 

wedding anniversary 

Felice and Kenneth 

Hassan  

in loving memory of 

Abraham, father of Kenneth 

 

 

 

Beatrice and David 

James  

in loving memory of Edward, 

brother of David 

Phyllis and Howard 

Kaufman  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Bruce Kerman  

in loving memory of my 

brother, Kenneth 

Arona and Bob 

Landsman  

in honor of Gail 

Wertheimer's birthday 

Margo Berk-Levine and 

Alan Levine  

in loving memory of Sylvia 

and Carl, parents of Alan 

Susan and Gerry 

Levy  

in honor of Stephen Paul's 

birthday 

Kathy Lisberg  

in honor of Stephen 

Bernstein's birthday 

in loving memory of Dr. 

Adam Friedlander, son of 

Sheree and Cary  

Lynn Liss  

in loving memory of my 

father, Bernard Asman 

Debbie and Cary 

Luskin  

in honor of Kevin Luskin's 

65th birthday 

 

 

 

Wendy and Jeff 

Maurer  

in appreciation of Rabbi 

Yaron 

Deborah and Stephen 

Paul  

in loving memory of Dr. 

Adam Friedlander, son of 

Sheree and Cary  

Sheila Raber  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Norman 

Patricia Rogell  

in loving memory of my 

friend, Susan Cole, wife of 

Marc Cohn 

Carole and Paul 

Rosen  

in loving memory of Mary 

Berger, mother of Carole 

in loving memory of Emily 

and Mannie, parents of Paul 

Jill and Robert 

Rosenstein  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Elly and Paul 

Sacher  

in honor of Laurie Yarnell's 

birthday 

Faryl and Jonathan 

Sandler  

in honor of Susan and 

Richard Sandler's 70th 

wedding anniversary 

 



Ellen and Neil Sandler  

in honor of Susan and 

Richard Sandler's 70th 

wedding anniversary 

Annette Schilling  

in loving memory of my 

mother, Esther Garber 

Carla and Howard 

Schwartz  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Marilyn and Howard 

Schwartz  

in loving memory of Sadie 

and Alan, parents of Howard 

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

in honor of Allan Eisinger's 

special birthday 

Jeri Siegel  

in loving memory of my in-

laws, Laura and Phillip 

in loving memory of my 

father, Robert Adler 

Susan and Frederic 

Silverman  

in loving memory of our 

friend, Susan Cole, wife of 

Marc Cohn 

Merrie Singer  

in loving memory of my 

father, Kenneth 

Howard Wallen  

in loving memory of my 

mother, Dorothy G. Menkin 

Karen and Mark 

Weinstein  

in loving memory of Roslyn 

Silver, mother of Karen 

Laurie and Peter 

Winston  

in loving memory of Danny 

Wolmer, son of Stephanie 

and Brent  

Nancy Wollman  

in appreciation of Rabbi 

Yaron for the beautiful 

unveiling ceremony for 

Mickey 

Phyllis Yablans  

in loving memory of my 

father, Benjamin Rabinowitz 

Felice Zachary  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Harriet and Leonard 

Zysman  

in loving memory of Elsie, 

mother of Leonard 

 

Rabbi Josh's 

Discretionary Fund 

Lynda Arnberg and 

Stephen Margaritov 

in loving memory of Ray 

Evans, husband of Connie 

in loving memory of Tom 

Rosenthal, husband of Ilene 

Joanne and Stephen 

Bernstein  

in honor of Allan Eisinger's 

special birthday 

Joyce and Ronald 

Bortnick  

welcome Rabbi Josh, we 

cannot wait to begin 

studying with you! 

 

Fran and Mike Burday  

in loving memory of Beverly 

Goldberg, sister of Margie 

Bean and sister-in-law of 

Norman Bean 

Irene and Elliot Glanz  

in loving memory of Harry 

Sherman, father of Irene 

Ruth Gonzalez  

welcome Rabbi Josh and his 

family to Temple Judea, we 

are so happy you are here 

Lois and John Gruen  

wishing Richard Podell a 

speedy recovery 

in honor of Allan Eisinger's 

special birthday 

Debbie Kinback  

welcome Rabbi Josh and his 

family to Temple Judea 

Jody and Andrew Levy  

welcome Rabbi Josh and 

family to Temple Judea  

Rabbi Wendy and Howard 

Pein  

welcome Rabbi Josh and his 

family to Temple Judea 

Sheila Raber  

welcome Rabbi Josh and his 

family to Temple Judea 

Rita Robinson  

welcome Rabbi Josh and 

family to Temple Judea 

Ellen Salth  

welcome Rabbi Josh and 

family to Temple Judea 

 

 



Barbara and Peter Sidel  

welcome Rabbi Josh and his 

family to Temple Judea 

Nancy Wollman  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Mickey 

 

Rabbi Wendy's 

Discretionary Fund 

Joyce and Ronald 

Bortnick  

in loving memory of Danny 

Wolmer, son of Stephanie 

and Brent  

in loving memory of Dr. 

Adam Friedlander, son of 

Sheree and Cary  

in honor of our 

granddaughters', Madeline 

McDonald and Savannah 

Bortnick, graduation from 

high school 

in honor of Rabbi Wendy's 

installation and in 

appreciation of Rabbi 

Wendy's classes 

in honor of Rabbi Wendy's 

daughter, Romy's, 

graduation from medical 

school 

Neomia Chitlik  

in loving memory of my 

father-in-law, Isidore 

Susan and Chick 

Glabman  

in honor of Sue and Gerry 

Levy's anniversary 

Ruth Gonzalez  

in honor and appreciation of 

Rabbi Wendy's teaching 

Torah study and the Lunch 

and Learn series 

Lois Morse  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Norman, on the 

10th anniversary of his 

yahrzeit 

Sheila Raber  

in honor of Kathy Lisberg's 

son-in-law, Tony's, Giyur  

Phyllis Shuster  

in loving memory of Dr. 

Adam Friedlander, son of 

Sheree and Cary  

Jo-Anne and Gerald 

Weingarden  

in loving memory of Bernice 

Simons, mother of Jo-Anne 

Stephi and Brent Wolmer  

thank you for being there for 

us in honor and appreciation 

to Rabbi Wendy, THANK 

YOU! 

 

Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene's 

Discretionary Fund 

Joyce and Ronald 

Bortnick  

in honor of Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene and Jared's 

upcoming simcha, and for 

our joyous time singing 

together 

in honor of the birth of 

Rosalee Savel's great 

granddaughter, Logan 

Sheree and Cary 

Friedlander  

in honor of Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene, in gratitude for her 

beautiful music and support 

during this difficult time 

Ruth Gonzalez  

in honor of Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene and Jared's 

upcoming simcha 

Janet Grossman  

in loving memory of my 

brother, Bub Grossman 

Ross Hallen  

in loving memory of my 

father, Sam 

Diane Kershenbaum  

in loving memory of my 

husband, Aaron 

in loving memory of my 

father, Fabian Seifer 

Deborah and Stephen 

Paul  

in honor of Sue and Gerry 

Levy's anniversary 

in honor of Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene's birthday, with 

many thanks for making 

Shabbat services even more 

special 

Rita Robinson  

in honor of Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene's birthday 

Beth Schatman  

in loving memory of my 

father, Harry Swartzman 

 

 



 

 

Terry and Frank 

Vaccaro  

wishing Diane Feldon a 

speedy recovery, we "kneed" 

you back soon 

 

Adult Education 

Fund 

Joyce and Ronald 

Bortnick  

in honor of the birth of Ruth 

Gonzalez's great 

granddaughter 

Jane Herring  

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

Karen Wanuck  

in loving memory of Dr. 

Martin Wanuck, father of Dr. 

Stuart Wanuck 

 

Gloria Hay Schwartz 

& Calvin M. Schwartz 

Caring Community 

Fund 

Diane and Morton 

Brill  

in loving memory of Danny 

Wolmer, son of Stephanie 

and Brent  

Sheree and Cary 

Friedlander  

in honor of Amy and Dan 

Goldstein for their caring, 

support and love 

 

 

 

Ruth Gonzalez  

in honor of Penny Masur's 

new granddaughter, Ava 

James Levy 

in loving memory of Susan 

Cole, wife of Marc Cohn 

 

Camp Fund 

Beryl and Robert 

Schneider  

in loving memory of Pearl, 

mother of Robert 

 

L'Dor VaDor 

Endowment Fund 

Joyce and Ronald 

Bortnick  

wishing Randi Herman a 

speedy recovery 

Eleanor and Bill 

Cohen  

in honor of our grandson 

Teddy's six month birthday 

in celebration of our 65th 

wedding anniversary 

Sheree and Cary 

Friedlander  

in honor of Karen and Stuart  

Wanuck for their caring, 

support and love 

 

Social Action Fund 

Joyce and Ronald 

Bortnick  

in loving memory of Rosalie 

Shapiro, mother of Ronald 

 

 

 

Sandra and Frank 

Geller  

in loving memory of Kate 

Berry Spring, mother of 

Sandra 

 

 Members who donate a minimum of $18 
per dedication to the various funds will 

be acknowledged in The Voice. 
Acknowledgement letters will be sent to 

your friends and loved ones. 
Thank you for your generous support! 

General Fund 

Rabbi Yaron’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Josh’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Wendy’s Discretionary Fund 

Cantorial Soloist Kaylene’s Discretionary 

Fund 

Adult Education Fund 

Camp Fund 

Gloria Hay Schwartz & Calvin M. Schwartz 
Caring Community Fund 

L'Dor VaDor Endowment Fund 

Religious School Fund 

Social Action Fund 

Youth Group Fund 
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Support Our Temple, 

Grow Your Business! 

Share your services 

with our vibrant 

community through 

newsletter 

advertising. Contact 

Lynne Imhof at 561-

624-4633 for rates 

and information. 

 

 

WILLS, TRUSTS, DEEDS, ESTATE 

PLANNING, PROBATE 

KAREN LEVIN ALEXANDER, P.A. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 402 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410 

KAREN@KLALAWFL.COM 

Office – 561-629-9929 

Cell- 561-281-5122 

NEXT TO THE EMBASSY SUITES ON 

PGA BOULEVARD 

Member of Temple Judea  

since 1990 

 

 

 

http://www.gotj.org/
mailto:KAREN@KLALAWFL.COM


 

4311 Hood Road 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 

www.gotj.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

WEST PALM BEACH FL. 

PERMIT NO. 781 

http://www.gotj.org/

