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The Sacred Gift of Wrestling: Finding 

Gratitude in Complexity 

 

I want to use this opportunity, while the High Holy Days experience is still fresh in our 
hearts and as we prepare to gather around our Thanksgiving tables at the end of the 
month, to make a connection between the four sermons I delivered during the High Holy 
Days and Thanksgiving. 

My goal for the four sermons you heard this year (they are now available to read on our 
website or to view on YouTube) was for them to complement each other and, ultimately, 
each in its own way, to offer us different approaches for embracing life's complexity—for 
learning to hold multiple, sometimes opposing truths simultaneously. 

Across Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, I challenged you to resist the seductive comfort of 
binary thinking. From questioning whether we are "Jewish Americans" or "American 
Jews" and then encouraging you to find the hyphen in the identity of a "Jewish-American," 
to exploring the space between love and hate, hope and despair, to wrestling with when 
ends justify means, to confronting the painful complexity of Israel's current crisis—I asked 
you again and again to live in the tension between opposing truths. 

This is uncomfortable work. Our brains are wired for either-or categories. We want 
clarity: right or wrong, good or bad, with us or against us. But what I attempted to do was 
remind you that, quoting F. Scott Fitzgerald, "The test of a first-rate intelligence is the 
ability to hold two opposed ideas in mind at the same time and still retain the ability to 
function." 

The Hebrew word "Israel" means "one who wrestles with God." This is our inheritance—
not easy answers, but the sacred struggle itself. And here, as we approach Thanksgiving, 
lies something profound to be grateful for: We are a people who have been given 
permission—indeed, commanded—to wrestle. 

We can love Israel madly while demanding more from her leaders. We can support a just 
war while mourning every life lost in pursuit of that justice. We can prioritize our 
particular Jewish obligations while contributing our gifts to the universal world. We can 
be proud Jews precisely so we can be better Americans and better human beings. 

Of all the sermons, I personally found that the symphony metaphor captured this 
beautifully: a violin doesn't try to sound like a trumpet; it plays its violin part beautifully, 



and together they create harmony. Our particularism—our deep engagement with Jewish 
values, texts, and identity—isn't about separation. It's about what we bring to the table 
when we sit down together. 

This Thanksgiving, I'm grateful for a Jewish tradition that taught us "Eilu v'eilu divrei 
Elohim chaim"—"These and these are the words of the living God." That even when Hillel 
and Shammai disagreed about everything, both perspectives were considered divine 
truth. I'm grateful for a tradition that asks us to carry two notes in our pockets: "For my 
sake the world was created" and "I am but dust and ashes." 

I'm grateful for a community where we can disagree without demonizing, where we can 
hold difficult conversations about Israel, about means and ends, about competing 
loyalties. I expressed my pain and fear about the fact that so many of us have stopped 
talking to friends or family about what matters most. I reminded us that silence isn't 
peace—it's the death of relationships. 

I'm grateful that we don't have to be perfect, only human. That our tradition asks us to 
listen to our conscience—what Rabbi Heschel called "God's stake in human existence"—
and to recognize that when our conscience troubles us, the Divine Presence dwells there, 
pulling us toward return. 

Most of all, I'm grateful that the story isn't over. That even when lights dim, when 
extremism rises, when we face impossible choices—we keep wrestling. We keep showing 
up. We keep believing that tomorrow can be different from today if we choose to make it 
so. 

This Thanksgiving let us give thanks not for easy answers, but for the sacred complexity of 
being human. For communities that challenge us to grow. For traditions that demand our 
best selves. For the courage to keep engaging when it would be easier to retreat. And for 
each other—fellow wrestlers in this ancient, ongoing, holy struggle to bring light into a 
complicated world. 

 

Rabbi Yaron 

  



Gratitude and Grace: A Jewish 

Perspective on Thanksgiving 

 

For me and for many of us, the month of November is synonymous with Thanksgiving and 

Thanksgiving often includes a hearty meal, time with loved ones, and perhaps watching a football 

game on TV. But as Jews, we bring something deeper to this American holiday—a tradition of 

gratitude woven into the very fabric of our daily lives. 

The connection between meals and thanksgiving runs deep in Jewish tradition. In Pirkei Avot, we 

learn "Ayn Kemach, Ayn Torah"—without food, there can be no learning. While we often joke 

that there cannot be a Jewish event without food, this teaching actually reflects an ancient 

practice of combining meals with study and spiritual reflection. This emphasis on communal 

eating traces back to the Greco-Roman world in which rabbinic Judaism developed. Gatherings 

called chavurot brought people together around tables to share food and learning. These 

"chaverim"—those joined around a table—became the word we now use for friends. The lesson 

is clear: breaking bread together creates community, and community creates opportunities for 

gratitude and growth. 

While America sets aside one day a year for thanksgiving, Jewish tradition teaches us to 

continually express gratitude. Before we eat bread, we recite the HaMotzi blessing, thanking God 

for bringing forth bread from the earth. After each meal, we traditionally recite Birkat HaMazon, 

a longer blessing that reflects on God's past gifts, present sustenance, and future redemption. 

The Talmud teaches, "It is forbidden to benefit from this world without uttering a blessing.” 

Rabbi Meir suggested we should recite 100 blessings per day to express sufficient gratitude. 

Whether we manage one blessing or one hundred, the practice heightens our awareness of daily 

wonders and helps us respond with thankfulness. 

Perhaps a less well-known prayer of gratitude is the Modim prayer in our daily Amidah (Standing 

Prayer) which begins with the words, "Modim Anachnu Lach"—we gratefully acknowledge You. 

This prayer thanks God for our lives, our souls, the daily miracles around us, and God's goodness 

at all times—evening, morning, and noon. Uniquely, this is the one prayer that cannot be recited 

on our behalf by a cantor or prayer leader. Acknowledging God's presence and expressing 

gratitude is something each of us must do for ourselves. 

Yet with all the anticipation and planning for Thanksgiving, it is important to acknowledge that 

Thanksgiving can be a difficult time. Not everyone sits at a full table surrounded by loved ones. 

Some chairs remain empty—we may deeply miss loved ones who are no longer physically here, 

friends who have moved away, and/or those who are absent due to fractured relationships. For 

those of us experiencing loss, loneliness, or family conflict, the emphasis on gathering and 

gratitude can feel painful rather than joyful. 



Our tradition makes space for this complexity. The very structure of Birkat HaMazon 

acknowledges this—we give thanks after we are satisfied, not just in our moments of anticipation 

and joy, but also when we might be tempted to forget, to take for granted, or to sink into sadness. 

We are commanded to practice gratitude even when—especially when—it doesn't come 

naturally. 

From Gratitude to Action 

As we approach Thanksgiving this year, we can hold both truths: gratitude for what we have, and 

tender awareness of what and who is missing.  

Rabbi Shai Held teaches that gratitude begins inward but must extend outward. "A grateful heart 

overflows," he writes. "We are not meant to rest content with being recipients of God's gifts but 

are asked to be givers ourselves."  This principle finds practical expression in Jewish tradition. 

For example, the rabbis taught that Jewish celebrations should not begin until the community's 

poor were fed.   This Thanksgiving, we might consider supporting organizations like Mazon 

(www.mazon.org) , which allocates donations to prevent hunger among people of all faiths. 

Following the teaching that the Jewish world rests on three pillars—Torah, Worship, and Acts of 

Loving Kindness—Mazon encourages donating 3% of celebration costs to feed others. What 

better way to express gratitude than by helping others to have enough to eat? We can extend the 

wisdom of reaching outward by helping to address emotional and spiritual hunger as well 

reaching out to those who might be alone, making space at our tables for those who need 

community, and offering grace to ourselves and others when the holiday feels bittersweet. 

In these anxious times, the practice of seeking out reasons for gratitude has rarely been more 

relevant. The challenge, as one of my teachers wrote, is "to see through the headlines and the 

horror to what remains beautiful in this world and to continue to acknowledge and be thankful 

for God's great deeds. 

As we gather around our Thanksgiving table this year—whether large or small— let’s remember 

to pause before the meal to share what we are grateful for. And after eating together, let’s 

acknowledge that blessing before rushing to the next activity. If your table feels incomplete, 

know that you're not alone in that feeling. Gratitude and grief can coexist. In these anxious times, 

may this Thanksgiving bring us genuine joy and meaningful connection. And may we all find 

ways to translate our gratitude into action, becoming givers who help bring light and wholeness 

into the world. 

Warmly, 

Rabbi Wendy 

  

http://www.mazon.org/


 Joyful Noise: Celebrating Community 

Through Music 

"Alone I cannot lift up my voice in song. Then you come near and sing with me, our prayers fuse and a 

new voice soars. Our bond is beyond voice and voice; our bond is one of spirit and spirit" —Rebbe 
Pinchas of Koretz. 

Rebbe Pinchas was considered one of the two most pre-eminent followers of the Baal Shem Tov. He put a 

tremendous emphasis on the power of song and prayer and taught that singing together creates a 

spiritual fusion where individual voices unite into something greater. Community music making has been 

the bedrock of our ancient traditions for thousands of years, treasured by our ancestors. It is through 

community prayer and song that we can lift one another even more—to make our prayers, petitions, and 
praise heard more fully, in turn bringing us closer to one another as a community and sacred family. 

When we join in music making, it is no secret that something happens within our own biology that syncs 

us to one another even more. I have mentioned in a previous article that there have been multiple studies 

that have shown that when musicians rehearse together, amazing things happen. Heartbeats sync, 

emotions fuse together, and a greater sense of community and belonging is ultimately achieved. 

But the power of community music making extends even beyond these physiological connections. When 

we create music together, we practice the art of listening—truly listening—to one another. We learn to 

make space for each voice, each instrument, honoring the unique contribution that every person brings to 

our shared sound. In this way, music becomes a profound teacher of empathy and collaboration. We 

discover that our individual expressions are made richer, not diminished, when woven together with 

others. The hesitant voice finds courage alongside confident ones. The seasoned musician finds fresh 

inspiration from the beginner's unguarded joy. Together, we create something that none of us could 

achieve alone—a tapestry of sound that reflects the beautiful diversity of our community while 
celebrating our unity of purpose and spirit. 

As we find ourselves in 5786, surrounded by many members returning to their "winter" homes, we also 

find new opportunities to express our creativity in different ways. I'm so looking forward to starting our 

new musical endeavor at TJ next month—"Joyful Noise"! It is a time in which we can gather in 

community, regardless of instrument, and explore our own unique creativity. We will be primarily 

focusing on music for the Hanukkah season and the theme of letting our light shine, culminating in a 
community concert at Temple Judea on Tuesday, December 16th. 

If you find yourself wanting to explore music making in a community setting more, I invite you to join us 

for our first "Joyful Noise" rehearsal on Thursday, November 6th at 5:00! I have extended this invitation 

to anyone regardless of instrument. All we ask is that you're proficient in any type of instrument (YES—

voice certainly counts!), as we will be reading from lead sheets (no formal music reading required!). 

In keeping with our theme of "Conversations that Matter", this new musical initiative is the perfect way to 

explore a new type of conversation. A creative conversation, a conversation that not only allows for 

personal creativity to be explored and expressed but a conversation with our own Temple Judea family as 

well. A musical dialogue that will enable us to share our light with ourselves and others. 

Kaylene   



Executive Director’s Report 

Dear TJ Family, 

As we transition into our “busy” season, I want to address something that reflects both a 
challenge and a blessing for our community: our growing attendance at Shabbat services. 

The warmth and enthusiasm you bring to our Friday evening services fills our sanctuary - 
sometimes quite literally! We are grateful for every person who chooses to spend Shabbat 
with us, and we recognize that our sacred space becomes limited when our snowbird 
friends return and our full community gathers together. 

Moving Forward with Intention 

Our leadership team is actively working to ensure that everyone who wishes to worship 
with us can do so comfortably and meaningfully. We are exploring several solutions to 
address our space considerations during the peak season months, including the possibility 
of an off-site location and/or offering two Friday evening services. 

What to Expect 

For the month of November, we will continue with our current schedule: one Friday 
evening service at 5:30 p.m. This gives us time to carefully evaluate our options and gather 
input to determine the best path forward for our community. 

By mid-November, we will share our plan for December through April, ensuring you have 
plenty of notice to plan accordingly. 

We appreciate your patience and flexibility as we work through this wonderful problem to 
have. Your presence is what makes our congregation vibrant, and we are committed to 
honoring that by creating worship experiences that accommodate our entire sacred 
family. 

Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation. 

 

Morli 

  



 
 
 

Shabbat Worship  

Friday, November 7, 14, 21, 28 
 

  5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. at Temple Judea 
with a pre-Oneg at 5:00 p.m.  

ALL services are also available via Livestream at 
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq 

 
Saturday, November 29th  
5:00 p.m. Beach Havdalah  

 

 

Minyan 

Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOM with Michael Ross 

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in person at TJ or via Livestream 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq 

 

 

 

 

Special Healing Minyan 

Thursday, November 20 at 9:30 a.m. 

TJ PRAYS 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq


 

Join us for Shabbat Dinner! 
Dinner is at 6:45 p.m. after Shabbat worship. 

$36 / adult and $20/ child ages 5-12.  

Non-Members $43/person.  

Children under 5 are free. 

Friday, November 14th – RSVP by November 11th at noon 

Celery and Apple Salad. Kay’s Greens with shaved Fennel and Celery, Honeycrisp 

Apples, Toasted Pepitas, Parmesan, Dried Fruits and Maple Cider Vinaigrette. 

Blood Orange Oven Roasted Salmon with a Citrus Gremolata. 

Chicken Breasts and Thighs with Lemon Thyme and Garlic Jus. 

Wild Rice and Quinoa Pilaf. Roasted Butternut Squash with Toasted Pecans. 

Roasted Garlic Green Beans. 

Ginger Pear Upside Down Cake with Crème Fraiche. 

Friday, December 5th – RSVP by December 2nd at noon 

Iceberg and Pickled Daikon and Carrot, Tomato Wedges, and Ginger Dressing. 

Citrus Soy (GF) Chicken with Toasted Sesame Seeds and Pineapple Relish. 

Dynamite Salmon, Kewpie Spicy Mayo, Chopped Green Onions, Pickled Ginger. 

Sticky Rice and Braised Bok Choy. 

Lychee and Pineapple Sorbet and Ginger Snap Cookies. 

 

RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633. 
*Please note that we cannot issue any refunds once the headcount for the dinner has been 

given to the caterer. 

 

 

  



 



 
  

Hodo Shabbat 

Shabbat of Gratitude 

Friday, November 28th 

5:00 p.m. Oneg 

5:30 p.m. Worship 

 

 

Calling all kids ages 0-6 and the 

PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS 

 who love them… 

Join Cantorial Soloist Kaylene Cole for 

Tiny TJ, a special interactive music 

program for tots and their families 

(older siblings welcome too!) 

Sunday, November 9th 

Sunday, December 14th 

 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Do you have a grandchild who lives nearby or will be visiting?  This is a 

perfect service for you!  It is 30 minutes and 100% musical in our 

classroom in a circle.  Kids are free to dance, sing, and have fun! 



* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Temple Judea is honored to 

thank all the donors to the 

L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society 

As the Talmud says, 

“I did not find the world desolate when I entered it, and as my 

ancestors planted for me before I was born, so do I plant for those 

who will come after me.” 

Friday, December 5th  

 

 

 
They did it…. You can too.   

Please consider making Temple Judea part of your life-long legacy.  

 Contact Morli Fidler at 561-624-4633 to learn more. 

Earl Abramson* and Sheila Schlaggar, Anonymous, Gloria and Donald Bell, Isabel and Steven 
Berg, Estate of Herbert Biederman, Lesley* and Steven Birenbaum, Constance and David* 
Blacher, Joyce and Ronald Bortnick, Carol Clawson and Johan Jacobsen, Beth and Barry Cohen, 
Rebecca and Nathan* Cohen, Susan Cole and L. Marc Cohn, Joyce and Chris* Demain, Phyllis and 
Bernard Eisenstein, Morli Fidler, Barbara* and Fred Fields, Judith Fleishman, Alan Goldberg, Amy 
and Dan Goldstein, Ruth Gonzalez, Sharyn and Michael* Greenhill, Zena and Harvey Hafetz, Joan 
and Milton* Hermann, Lorraine Hoffinger* and Emanuel Belkin*, Joan and Peter Hoffman, 
Beatrice and David James, Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik, Clare and Richard Lesser, Jody and Andy Levy, 
Vivian and Erwin* Lieberman, Deena and Stuart Lockman, Karen Lowenstein*, Denise* and 
William Meyer, William A. Meyer Family Endowment, Sybil Michelson, Ellen Newman, The Pargh 
Foundation, Andy Pargh, Eugene* and Madeline Pargh*, Deborah and Stephen Paul, Mark and 
Masha Pinsky, Kathryn Resnick, Miriam Rieder*, Faye Rosch, The Roth Family, Susan and Richard 
Sandler, Elinor and Barry Schimel, Beryl and Robert Schneider, Elyse and Chuck Schneiderman, 
Virginia Schwartz Higgins and James Higgins, John Schwartz, Anita and Bob Seidemann, Adele 
Shamban*, Elena and Scott Shleifer, Jeri and Harvey* Siegel, Hope and Gene Silverman, Janet 
and Chuck Silverman, Sigmund Stahl*, Rona and Gary Sterling, Sterling/Tafeen Foundation, 
Frances Stern Lashinsky, Gloria Sloat Stolman* and Joseph M. Stolman*, Wini Suss*, Rita and 
Burt* Tansky, Stacy and Jared Tafeen, Terry and Frank Vaccaro, Marjorie Lesser Wallen* and 
Howard Wallen, Beth and Hawkeye Wayne, Muriel Weingrow*, Nancy and Mitchell* Wollman, 
Stephanie and Brent Wolmer, Marjorie Yashar and Gerry Gibian, Carolyn and Michael Yasuna, 
Lois Zinman.  
*As of August 20, 2025. 
 
As of October 15, 2024         *of Blessed Memory 



 
  

Never received a Hebrew 

name? 

Want to change your Hebrew 

name? 

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE…. contact 

the office to speak to our clergy at 

561-624-4633 and be a part of 

our special  

NAMING SHABBAT on Friday, 

January 9th! 

 
“A World Without Hatred” 
Shabbat Worship  
Honoring the Memory of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
Join us on Friday, January 16th 
for a special Shabbat worship 
honoring the memory of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

Presenting the Weingrow Family 
Endowment Grant  

Dr. King espoused social justice, 
nonviolence, and human rights. He 

dreamed of an equitable society wherein all 
people are treated with dignity and respect. 
His philosophy was that individuals should 

not be judged by the color of their skin, 
gender, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, 

or class, but by the content of their 
character.  

These values are needed today more than 
ever before. 

 



How to Connect Your Hearing Aids to the Hearing Loop 
What is a Hearing Loop? 
A hearing loop (also called an induction loop) is an assistive listening system installed in our sanctuary 
that transmits sound directly to your hearing aids. This provides clearer sound by reducing background 
noise and eliminating distance from the speaker. 
Before You Begin: Check if your hearing aids are compatible: 

• Your hearing aids must have a telecoil (T-coil) to work with the hearing loop 
• Most modern hearing aids include this feature 
• Look for a "T" setting or telecoil option in your hearing aid controls 

Step-by-Step Instructions 
Step 1: Activate Your Telecoil 

Option A: Manual Switch 
• Locate the small switch on your hearing aid 
• Toggle the switch to the "T" or "MT" position 
• "T" = telecoil only 
• "MT" = microphone + telecoil (allows you to hear both the loop and nearby sounds) 

Option B: Button Press 
• Press and hold the program button on your hearing aid (usually 2-3 seconds) 
• Cycle through settings until you reach the telecoil program 
• You may hear a beep or tone indicating the change 

Option C: Remote Control 
• Use your hearing aid remote control 
• Select the telecoil program or "T" setting 

Option D: Smartphone App 
• Open your hearing aid manufacturer's app 
• Select the telecoil or "T-coil" program 

Step 2: Adjust the Volume 
• Once the telecoil is activated, adjust your hearing aid volume as needed 
• The loop system volume is controlled separately by our sound technician 

Step 3: Find the Best Seating 
• The hearing loop covers most seating areas in the sanctuary 

Troubleshooting 
No sound or very faint sound: 

• Verify your telecoil is activated 
• Check that your hearing aid battery is charged 
• Try adjusting your hearing aid volume 

Buzzing or humming: 
• Try switching between "T" and "MT" modes 
• Move slightly to adjust your position 

Sound cuts in and out: 
• Check your hearing aid battery level 

Additional Tips 
• Test the system before the service begins if possible 
• Remember to switch back to normal mode after leaving the sanctuary 
• The hearing loop works automatically once your telecoil is activated—no additional setup 

required 
• Compatible with hearing aids from all manufacturers  



Adult Education 

 

 
 

Turn It (Torah) and Turn It Again: Join Us for Torah Study This Year 

There is a famous Hasidic story about a man who argues with his rabbi that he doesn't 

need to come to synagogue to pray. In fact, the man tells his rabbi he can pray anywhere, 

even in a barn. Fine, the rabbi asks, but when was the last time you prayed in a barn? The 

rabbi's rhetorical question reflects the value of communal prayer. This same principle 

applies to Torah study. Although each of us could study on our own, our tradition values 

studying in community to increase our wisdom and bonds with each other. 

Our Torah study group is open to all TJ members—whether you are completely new to 

Torah study or a more seasoned learner, we welcome you to join us! Every Shabbat 

morning, our Torah study group joins for Tefilah during which we express our gratitude 

for the miracles in our daily lives, and we pause to reflect and connect with one another. 

Torah study begins at 9:30 AM, and together we focus on our weekly parshah and 

Haftarah portion. This year, our Torah study group will reflect on our classic Torah 

commentators such as Rashi and Maimonides, but we will add a modern lens using a 

model of reflecting on the eternal questions of each Torah portion, inviting us to reflect on 

how the Torah's wisdom intersects with our own lived experience. In addition, we will 

also address how these questions and conversations can influence our daily lives. 

Together, we will seek to uncover Torah that responds to human questions and create a 

Torah that is lived and has a positive impact on our lives. 

A Special Opportunity: Piloting the New Reform Torah Commentary 

On November 8, our Torah study group will have a unique opportunity to be among the 

first communities in the world to pilot the New Reform Torah Commentary, a 

groundbreaking project of the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR). This eight-

year initiative represents a gift for the future of Jewish life, building upon the foundation 

 

Torah Study with Rabbi Wendy  

Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. (Tefilah) and 9:30 a.m. (Study) via Zoom  

 



of previous Reform commentaries while speaking directly to the reality of today's Jewish 

community. 

For the first time ever, the Reform Movement is creating both a new translation of the 

Torah and a comprehensive modern commentary that embodies the latest developments 

in scholarship—including archaeology, biblical history, philology, feminist criticism, 

literary criticism, and rabbinics. A team of clergy, academicians, and scholars is 

collaborating to ensure this volume reflects contemporary understanding while honoring 

the rich history of Jewish commentary. As an example of its modern approach, comedian 

Sarah Silverman will be one of the commentators contributing new insights to the weekly 

Torah portion! 

By participating in our November 8 pilot session, you'll not only deepen your own Torah 

study experience but also contribute valuable feedback that will help shape this historic 

resource for the entire Jewish community. 

Join us each Shabbat morning at 9:30 AM for Torah study—and mark your calendar 

for November 8 to be part of Reform Jewish history in the making! If you are 

interested in joining the Torah study group and/or the pilot on November 8, please 

contact Randi Herman in the Temple office (Those who participate in the Torah study 

pilot will receive materials in advance of the session.) 

Whether you've been studying Torah for decades or this would be your first time engaging 

with the text, there’s a place for you at our table—and on November 8, your voice will help 

shape a commentary that we hope will serve the Jewish people for generations to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

KABBALAH 

Mondays at 10:30 a.m. with 

Ellie Schweitzer  

at Temple Judea 



 

 

CANDID CONVERSATIONS FOR WOMEN 
Candid Conversations for Women is an energetic, enlightening, and enjoyable women’s group designed 
for female members of Temple Judea.  Topics chosen for group participation and discussion are selected 
to strengthen the bond of friendship and support for all who attend. We choose topics that are topical and 
user friendly but not political.   
Participating attendees enjoy sharing experiences and learning from one another through 

communication and reflection during topic discussions. It is friendly and cozy to be together in a 

comfortable and confidential space to explore relevant topical subjects that will enhance the joyful 

meaning of the group.  November 6, December 4 

Winter Series: “Toward A Meaningful Life—The Wisdom of the Rebbe”- It is suggested that you purchase 

the paperback copy from Amazon.  Please read the chapter noted for each date as follows: 

JANUARY 8   A DAY OF LIFE 

FEBRUARY 5  CHARITY AND WEALTH 

MARCH 5  FEAR AND ANXIETY 

APRIL 9   RESPONSIBILITY 

MAY 7   WOMEN AND MEN 

JUNE 4   MIRACLES 

Marcia Grobman received her master’s degree in social work from Barry University, Miami Shores, Florida 

and is a licensed clinical social worker (LCSW).  She is also a certified addiction professional (CAP) and a 

certified clinical geriatric social worker (CSW-G).  Marcia worked for Palm Beach County Public Safety 

Department, Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, Alpert Jewish Family Services and Morse Geriatric Center.  
She has been practicing for over 40 years.   

Registration is required and class size is limited – contact Randi at randi@gotj.org. 

 

Navigating Interfaith Relations: 

A Conversation for Our Community 
The holiday season can bring both joy and complexity to interfaith families. Whether you're wondering 

how to celebrate December holidays, thinking about how to share traditions with extended family, or 
simply looking to connect with others on a similar journey - this conversation is for you. 

Join us on Thursday, December 11th at 3:00 PM for an open, supportive discussion about the 

"December dilemma" and other topics pertaining to interfaith families. 

We will be welcoming Dr. Iris Kiner and Dr. Elaine Rotenberg from Jewish Family Services of Palm 
Beach County who will be facilitating our discussion. 

This is a safe space to ask questions, share experiences, and learn from one another. All perspectives and 
family configurations are welcome. RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633. 

We look forward to this meaningful conversation together. 

mailto:randi@gotj.org


 

As part of our year of "Conversations That Matter," we want to give you, our members, a 
chance to ask the questions that are pressing on your mind.  

Bring your burning questions about faith, tradition, or life's challenges. Perhaps the rabbi has questions 
for you – about your journey or perspectives. Or simply come and let conversation flow naturally, 
discovering unexpected insights together. 

No agenda, no pressure – just authentic connection over coffee and cake. 

Whether you're seeking guidance, curious about Judaism, or simply craving meaningful conversation, this 
is your opportunity for personal engagement with Rabbi Yaron 

So, join us, for an open dialogue with Rabbi Yaron and/or Rabbi Wendy.   Mondays at 1:00 p.m.  

November 17, January 5, February 9, March 9, April 13, May 18 

 

Sacred Transitions: Jewish Perspectives on End-of-Life Decisions 

Join Rabbi Yaron for an intimate and meaningful discussion exploring Jewish perspectives on end-of-life planning 
and decisions. This thoughtful session will provide a safe space to explore challenging topics through the lens of 
Jewish tradition, ethics, and modern considerations. 
This class will be offered four times this year.  Each session will cover these topics: 

• Ethical Wills: Explore the beautiful Jewish tradition of ethical wills (tzava'ot), where individuals pass 
down values, wisdom, and blessings to future generations. Rabbi Yaron will share historical examples and 
guide participants in considering what spiritual legacies they wish to leave behind. 

• End-of-Life Medical Decisions: Discuss the Jewish approach to medical treatment decisions, including 
perspectives on palliative care, life-sustaining measures, and the balance between extending life and 
alleviating suffering. The discussion will incorporate both traditional halachic (Jewish law) considerations 
and contemporary responsa. 

• Cremation and Burial Practices: Examine traditional Jewish burial customs, the theological and practical 
concerns regarding cremation, and how different Jewish movements approach these questions today. 

Throughout the session, Rabbi Yaron will weave together ancient wisdom with practical guidance for navigating 
these profound life transitions with dignity, meaning, and Jewish values. Participants will have opportunities to ask 
questions and discuss how these teachings might inform their own decision-making processes.  Class size is 
limited. 

Next Session is December 1 at 3:00 p.m.  (NEW DATE!)  RSVP to hold your spot to 

561-624-4633 



 

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Wendy 
Torah on Trial: When Jewish Traditions Meet Modern Life 

Wednesdays at 11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
During our Lunch & Learn series, we will dive into the fascinating world of Reform Responsa, where real-

life questions about Jewish practice meet thoughtful inquiry. Reform Responsa is the continuation of a 

rich tradition of Jewish legal and ethical inquiry that has helped communities navigate changing times for 

centuries. Together, we'll wrestle with relevant, real-life questions such as whether chanting Torah on a 

Friday night truly honors Shabbat, how to respectfully fulfill a loved one’s request for cremation, whether 

a Pride flag—or any flag—belongs on the bimah, and if Jews should embrace secular holidays with 

complex histories. We'll unpack the historical sources behind each case, weigh the Reform Responsa 

Committee’s ruling, and decide whether we agree – because Reform Judaism is a living, breathing 

tradition shaped by every generation. Expect lively debate, fresh insight, and perhaps forming questions 

which we will send to the Responsa Committee! I look forward to learning and debating these real-life 

cases with you! 

 

RSVP by 11/17 and by 12/8 at noon.  Lunch is $22/person.  561-624-4633 

11/19 One Roof, Many Jews - Real-life cases show how responsa helps congregations juggle 

mixed practice, mixed marriages, and mixed beliefs 

12/10 Deck the Halls? December (and beyond) Dilemmas – Which secular holidays fit a 

Jewish home – and makes a celebration “kosher-enough”? 
1/14  End of Life Responsa – Cremation, green burials, online memorials, how modern teshuvot 

navigate dignity at life’s end 

2/11 Sacred Cells and Designer Genes – IVF, stem cells, organ swaps, CRISPR – pikuach nefresh 

meets 21st century medicine 

3/4 Scrolls with Scars – Can a Holocaust damaged Torah be made kosher again? And should it be? 

Responsa on memory and law collide 

4/15  Flags on the Bimah, Faith in the Pew – Zionism, nationalism and the Reform sanctuary; should 

there be a division of religion and state in the sanctuary 

5/13 When Justice Calls the Hotline – From climate to AI, emerging responsa ask if Halakhah can 

legislate Tikkun Olam for 5786 and beyond 
  



 

Wise Aging with Rabbi Howard Shapiro 

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 

11/5, 11/19, 12/3, 1/7, 1/21, 2/4 

For those of us who are willing to face this new stage in our life with 

an open heart and a curious mind, these six sessions will journey into 

what we call the aging process and how we can celebrate these 

precious days of our lives. Among the topics* we will share and 

explore: 

 Life Brings Change 

My Body; My Self 

Nourishing Relationships 

Living with Loss; Living with Dying 

Forgiveness 

The Spirituality of Being 

*We will use as a text and a guide “Wise Aging” by Rabbi Rachel 

Cowan & Dr. Linda Thal 

(This course is geared to those entering retirement or retired.) 

Class size is limited to 15 people, and you must commit to attending 

all sessions. 

RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633 
  



 
 

The Language of the Soul:  

Conversations with God Through Jewish Prayer 

With Rabbi Yaron and Cantorial Soloist Kaylene 

Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. 
November 20: Foundations of Jewish Prayer 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 1: The Sh'ma and Its Blessings" 

• Understanding the Sh'ma as our declaration of faith 
• The spiritual dialogue established in our most fundamental prayer 
• How the framing blessings create context for divine conversation 

December 4: Beginning the Sacred Dialogue 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 2: The Amidah" 

• The structure of the standing prayer as a personal audience with God 
• Moving from praise to petition to thanksgiving 
• Finding your authentic voice in the ancient words 

January 22: The Rhythms of Time and Soul 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 4: Seder K'riat HaTorah" and "Vol. 6: Tachanun and Concluding 
Prayers" 

• How the Torah service creates community conversation with the divine 
• The vulnerable language of supplication in Tachanun 
• Concluding prayers as transitions between sacred and mundane dialogue 

February 26: Songs of the Soul 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 5: Birkhot Hashachar" 

• Morning blessings as awakening to divine presence 
• Pesukei D'zimrah - verses of song as spiritual preparation 
• How praise opens channels of communication 

March 19: Shabbat as Sacred Conversation 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 7: Shabbat at Home" and "Vol. 8: Kabbalat Shabbat" 

• Home rituals as intimate divine dialogue 
• Welcoming Shabbat as inviting divine presence into conversation 
• How Shabbat creates space for deeper spiritual communication 

April 23: Life Cycles of Sacred Dialogue 
Based on "My People's Prayerbook Vol. 9: Welcoming the Night" and lifecycle volumes 

• Evening prayers as reflection and transition 
• How prayer carries us through life transitions 
• Developing a lifelong conversation with the divine 

  





  



 

Take a Tour of TJ – Tuesday, December 2 at 4:00 p.m. 

Join Rabbi Yaron for an intimate tour and history of Temple Judea. 
Get an inside understanding of all the small details that make up our sacred 

space while getting to spend some quality time with our clergy.  Please call the 
office to register! 

 

 

 
 

Bereavement Personal Support 

Marcia Grobman, LCSW, is available to schedule one-on-

one meetings for supportive therapy for those who have 

recently lost a loved one. All sessions are complimentary 

for Temple Judea members and limited to three meetings. 

Call Randi to schedule a session at 561-624-4633 

About Marcia Grobman, LCSW 

Marcia Grobman received her Master's Degree in Social Work 

from Barry University in Miami Shores, Florida, and is a 

licensed clinical social worker. She is also a certified addiction 

professional and a certified geriatric clinical social worker. 

Marcia has worked for the Palm Beach County Public Safety 

Department, Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office, Alpert 

Jewish Family and Children's Services, and Morse Geriatric 

Center. She has been in practice for over 40 years. 

 



 
 

We are excited to celebrate the minor festival of Rosh Chodesh  
(the beginning of the new month). 

Rosh Chodesh is known as a women’s holiday, given to the Israelite women as a gift 
since they did not contribute their jewelry to the idolatrous golden calf. During Rosh 
Chodesh, women take a break from their constant tasks to share special prayers and 

enjoy the camaraderie of sisterhood, and we look forward to continuing that tradition. 

To honor Rosh Chodesh, as on other festivals, we joyously gave sacrifices to remind 
ourselves of God’s divinity, as commanded in the Torah.  During our Rosh Chodesh 
celebrations at TJ, we will reflect on Hallel, our special festive psalms, and honor that 
special bond Jewish women share. Singing, reflection, laughter, and companionship…  

Please join Rabbi Wendy and Kaylene!   
November 20, December 17, January 15, February 17,  

April 16, May 19 at 1:00 p.m. RSVP to the office at 561-624-4633 
 

 

Thursday, January 8 at 4:00 p.m. 

Do you have questions about what exactly Gender Identity is? Perhaps you would like some practice 

using they/them pronouns? Join us for a presentation and conversation with Tracey Labgold (she/her), 

Keshet’s Florida Education and Training Manager.  During our time with Tracey, we will look at the 

differences between sex assigned at birth, gender identity and sexual orientation.  We will talk about how 

sharing pronouns is an act of allyship.  And we will share tips and tools for talking with and supporting 
our LGBTQ+ loved ones. 

 



Communities 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

TJ’s Book Club at 10:30 a.m. at TJ or via Zoom  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09 

Meeting ID: 863 2152 4611 Passcode: 910340 

November 3rd          By Any Other Name       Leaders:  Alicia Hoy & Penny Beers 

December 1st          The Safekeep  by Yael van de Woden          Leader:  Loe Goldwasser  

January 5th          The Gates of Gaza by Amir Tibon       Leader:  Stuart Lockman  

February 9th          The Boy with the Star Tattoo by Talia Carner   Leader:  Lois Gruen    

March 2nd        Leaving Eastern Parkway by Matthew Daube   Leader:   Helene Greenberg  

April 6th                Unraveling  by Peggy Orenstein        Leader:  Stephanie Wolmer  

May 4th                 How to Read a Book by Monica Wood         Leader:  Karen Karmazin 

 

Questions: Contact Beth Baker at bethloves@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joyful Noise 

Cantorial Soloist Kaylene invites anyone with an ability to either read music or 

chord/lead sheets and who has a basic proficiency in an instrument of any kind – voice 

counts too! Share your enthusiasm and love of music with your TJ friends and 

community. 

 

Rehearsals: 

November 6th, 13th, 20th  

December 4th, 9th, 11th  

at Temple Judea from 5-6:30 p.m. 

Performance at Temple Judea: 

December 16th  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86321524611?pwd=Z2lINHBENTNpaUFVRVJHbUJsM0I5QT09
mailto:bethloves@gmail.com
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Social Action  

  

 
Tuesday, November 11th  

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY 
To benefit St. George’s Food Kitchen and Feeding 

Hope Village. PLEASE CONSIDER making 

sandwiches at home - on white, whole wheat, or 

whatever bread with PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY 

or TURKEY AND CHEESE or 3 slices of ANY CHEESE 

and small amount of mustard. No need to cut the 

sandwiches.  Put each one in a baggie. One loaf of 

bread makes 10 sandwiches. They distribute 300 

sandwiches a day – so any amount is greatly 

appreciated.  DROP OFF YOUR SANDWICHES AT 

TEMPLE – MAIN DOOR any time from 9:30 a.m. – 

11:00 a.m.  Questions? Call the office at (561)624-

4633.  
 

 
Join us as we knit or crochet 

blankets to help those in need!  

To date we have made 1000+ 

blankets.  

You provide the yarn, pattern, and time!  

Drop off your finished product at TJ. 

Blankets must be machine washable, dryable, 

and hypoallergenic. 

Knitted blankets will be donated to St. 

Mary’s Children’s Hospital 

Crocheted blankets will be donated to local 

homeless shelters. 

Questions: contact Isabel Berg at 

izzyberg2@gmail.com 
 

 

Feeding Hope Village  
Faith Deliverance Church & Feeding Hope Village Food Pantry 

Wednesday December 17   
3437 Avenue O., Riviera Beach 

9:30 a.m. ð 1:00 p.m. to distribute meals.  

Call the office to register at 561 -624-4633  

 



NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

 
READ TO KINDERGARTEN AT GROVE PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

You will meet at the school at 9:00 a.m.! 

November 6 th  Books will be provided. 

Grove Park is located at 8330 North Military Trail, Palm Beach Gardens, and is a 

Title 1 school. Limited to 10-15 volunteers / visit. 

Please call the office to sign up at 561-624-4633.  

 

  

 
 



 
 

HELP US SAY THANK YOU TO THOSE 
WHO SERVED OUR COUNTRY AND ARE IN NEED 

Purchase all items on the shopping list for a complete meal and 

DROP OFF AT TJ on FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7th  

or  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9th  
to benefit the VA 

PLEASE PURCHASE ALL ITEMS LISTED BELOW: 

Large Reusable Bag (TJ Maxx has a great one!) 

$25 Grocery Gift Card for a Turkey- Tie to handle of bag (Preferred ALDI, Walmart, Winn Dixie) 

1 Disposable Roasting pan 

2 Cans of Corn 

2 Cans of Green Beans 

1 Can Cranberry Sauce 

1 Can of Cream of Mushroom Soup 

1 Box of Stuffing 

1 Box of Mashed Potatoes 

1 Box Mac & Cheese 

1 Can/Box of Gravy 

1 Box Muffin/ Biscuit Mix 

Non- Perishable Dessert 

Thank You Card for the Veteran’s service. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD ADDITIONAL ITEMS HERE ARE SUGGESTIONS: 

Peanut Butter, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Rice, Canned Vegetables, Cereal, Beans or Tuna, Cheese or Peanut Butter 

Crackers, Beef Jerky, Applesauce, Pudding, Fruit Cups, Granola Bars, Cereal Bars, Power Bars, Packaged 

Nuts, Fruit Snacks, Mac & Cheese, Marshmallows 

  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

12 Jay Handler 
12 Adam Hecht 
12 Ronald Sutton 
12 Steven Taback 
13 Carol Clawson 
13 Cary Friedlander 
13 Amy Kutner 
13 Simon Parisier 
13 Eli Rosenthal 
14 Herbert Frank 
14 Lindsey Kutner 
14 Richard Lesser 
14 Neil Levy 
14 Joelle Sandler 
14 Rebecca Shalloway 
15 Bryan Anderson 
15 Carole Barham 
15 Erin Brock 
15 Terry Oster 
15 Josh Rosenthal 
16 Mitchell Gelsen 
17 Steve Gideon 
18 Carole Foor 
18 Barbara Gideon 
18 Elizabeth Miller 
18 Barbara Neuberg 
18 Deborah Newman 
19 Lauren Arias 
19 Liliana Chane 
19 Charlotte Cody 
19 Chloe Cody 
19 Elaine Garrison 
19 Bill Glassman 
19 Addison Hecht 
19 Alex Rosenthal 
19 Michelle Sanabria 
19 Karen Wanuck 
20 Charlotte Berezin 
20 Linda Epstein 
20 Karen Felder 
20 Blossom Fishmann 
20 Mario Gualano 
20 Jacob Quartell 
20 Lin Roman 
20 Gene Silverman 
20 Douglas R. Tulman 
20 Andrea Uiberall 
20 Gary Yarnell 
21 Gabriel Goodman 
21 Lee Michael Seelig 
21 Irene Venoff 

22 Alex Fauci 
22 Marsha Hills 
22 Oliver O'Connor 
22 Joseph Piotrowski 
22 Jill Rosenstein 
22 Daniel Strickberger 
23 Jill Bowen 
23 Gladys Frankel 
23 Peter Hoffman 
23 Gloria Lipson 
23 Shoshanna Weltman 
24 Brenda Bellowe 
24 Joanne Bernstein 
24 Jordan Brown 
24 Hannah Buchsbaum 
24 Micki Dunefsky 
24 Cameron Feiner 
24 Ellen Lint 
24 Rowan Sales 
24 Denise Schneider 
24 Hawkeye Wayne 
24 Lynne Weiss 
25 Jill Fenster 
25 Amy Flynn 
25 Ira Gansler 
25 Janet Hershfeld 
25 Marlen Kruzhkov 
25 Liz Merker 
25 Jed Rosenthal 
25 Barry Yaffe 
26 Barbara Aschheim 
26 Bobby Lint 
26 Harper Pillersdorf 
26 Martin Spitalnick 
27 Anita Reid 
27 Elaine Rothenberg 
27 Sandra Stull 
28 David Ogrodnick 
28 Ryan Wanuck 
29 Tim Brandt 
29 Deborah Cohen 
29 Lennon Fisch 
29 Brynn Friedman 
29 Felice Hassan 
29 Denise Silverman 
29 Tom Stevens 
30 Maya Arias 
30 Ricki DuRoss 
30 Fred Fields 
30 Chase Miller 

1 Scarlett Axelband 
1 Robert Jacobson 
2 Skye Beja 
2 Josie Lesser 
2 Marcia Rubin 
2 Karen Weinstein 
3 Helene Bell 
3 Herb Denmark 
3 Mollie Gordon 
3 David Storch 
4 Oliver Henry 
4 Brooke Miller 
4 Robert Rosenstein 
4 Sari Steiner 
5 Maddox Aronowitz 
5 Michael Bernstein 
5 Anita Seidemann 
5 Beth Wayne 
6 Stephanie Brooks 
6 Madison Forleiter 
6 Ben Plotkin 
7 John Bell 
7 Sandra Glassman 
7 Lila Kuskin 
7 Sheila Raber 
7 Nadine Sirota 
7 Jamie Steinbock 
8 Norman Bean 
8 Vivian Lieberman 
8 Diane Mittenthal 
8 Ami Steinbock 
8 Geoffrey Wiland 
9 Gary Sterling 
9 Danielle Stevens 
9 Jason Stuhmer 
10 Laurie Miller 
10 Lance Pillersdorf 
10 Daelan Pinsky 
10 Jane Socoloff 
10 Esther Weltman 
11 Penny Beers 
11 Robert Fortunoff 
11 Sharon Nadelson 
11 Rex Rosenthal 
11 Margot Slater 
12 Leonard Abramson 
12 Jeffrey Alperstein 
12 Joyce Bortnick 
12 Ryan Chait 
12 Pamela Comiter 
12 Lisa Glasband 



 

November  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to our New Members  

Ruth Bell 

Debra Cooper and Les Gershon 

Sandra and Bill Glassman 

Sari Heitner and Eric Yablonka 

Catherine Korman Altman 

Laurie and Kevin Luskin 

Pninah and Marc Miller and Family 

Ruth and Jerome Schneider 

Lois and Robert Silverman 

Joan Spero 

Marion and Henry Wainer 

Karen Woolf 

  

1 Amy & Desmond Flynn 
1 Linda & Bill Schecter 
2 Kerryn & Jesse Lehman 
2 Ami & Henry Steinbock 
3 Tami Augen Rhodes & Rick Rhodes 
3 Alex & Josh Rosenthal 
5 Sarah & Benjamin Lerer 
5 Amy & Mark Rubin 
7 Alissa & Andrew Loewenstein 
7 Jerome & Ruth Schneider 
12 Diane & Neil Exter 
13 Barbara & Peter Sidel 
15 Michel Martin & Charisse Dunn 
15 Rita & Stuart Zolot 
16 Lindsey & Adam Hecht 
17 Jennifer & Michael Lourie 
20 Penny & Mitchell Beers 
20 Marc & Pninah Miller 
 

20 Marilyn & Ronald Stone 
21 Merrie Singer & James K Winfree 
22 Judith & Lewis Kramer 
22 Aileen & Melvyn Rothbard 
23 Jane & Richard A. Shapiro 
24 Nanette & Jeffrey Berfond 
25 Cindy & Andrew Brock 
25 Chris & Brett Handler 
25 Janet & Alan Maltz 
25 Harriet & Bruce Wallach 
26 Diane & Morton Brill 
26 David Milowe & Gail Nuzzi 
26 Janet & Charles Silverman 
27 Suzanne Comer Fanaroff & Michael Fanaroff 
27 Alison & Jonathan Steiner 
 



Mazel Tov! 

 
 
  

Please join  me in welcoming Jen  Seelaus to  our office  

staff!  Jen comes to us with years of synagogue 

experience and will be with us Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday, primarily supporting Rabbi Wendy and the 

school, as well as handling calls and general member 

questions. 

A native of the western United States, Jen moved to 

Connecticut after college to be with her soon-to-be 

husband, Karl. They married in 1999 and have lived in 

Florida since 2012 with their three children, a dog, and 

two cats. Outside of work, Jen enjoys knitting, 

crocheting, spinning yarn, learning to watercolor paint, 

and writing. She also plays trombone with the Royal Palm 

Beach Community Band, reads avidly (especially fantasy), 

and listens to music of all kinds. 

 

Mazel tov to Beth and Tom Stevens on their daughter Danielle becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, November 15, 2025. 

Danielle is in 7th grade at Duncan Middle School. Dancing since she was 3 years 
old, Danielle is now a member of the Repertory Dance Company at Char Mar 
School of Dance where she performs the Jazz and Contemporary styles of dance 
at regional competitions.  

Danielle enjoys going to concerts, sporting events, the mall, the beach, and 

having fun with friends. In the spirit of Tikkun Olam, Danielle likes giving back to 

the community by sharing her love of dance at local community performances, 

making sandwiches for Temple Judea, and beach clean ups. 

 

Mazel tov to Elizabeth and Frank Alonso on their daughter Stella becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, November 22, 2025. 

Stella Alonso attends Murray Middle School and is in the seventh grade. 

 
Stella is in her third year of competitive travel cheer, most recently with Palm 
Beach Lightning. We are very proud of Stella as she continues to achieve 
excellence, both academically and athletically. In her free time Stella can be 
found doing backflips in the yard, arts and crafts at her desk or experimenting 
with new recipes in the kitchen. 

 

 



 

 

    

    

    

    

  

TJ GIVES 

General Fund 
Diane Mittenthal and Bruce Arons 

in loving memoryof Mary Schwartz, 

who will be greatly missed 

Barbara Brams 

in loving memory of Vivienne Parness 

Debra and Tim Brandt 

in loving memory of Ron Brandt 

Julie and David Buckner 

in loving memory of Mickey Wollman, 

husband of Nancy 

in loving memory of Shirley Layton 

in loving memory of Donald Buckner 

in honor of Gladys Frankel's 

grandson's birthday 

Neomia Chitlik 

in loving memory of Ruth Ellen Coan 

Naomi and Bill Cody and Family 

in loving memory of Emili Cohen 

Carolyn and Vaughn Cohan 

in loving memory of James Counce 

Judy and Gene Devore 

in loving memory of Paul Devore 

Rhoda and Alan Edelman 

in loving memory of David Glicker, 

grandfather of Rhoda 

in loving memory of Fannie Meyer, 

mother of Alan 

Arline Frish 

in honor of Audrey Kaplan Friedman's 

90th birthday 

The Funt Family 

in loving memory of Harold Funt 

Michael Grossman 

in loving memory of Mickey Wollman, 

husband of Nancy 

Anne and Stuart Heller 

in loving memory of Judy Winer 

Bonnie Patipa and Roberta Hillman 

in loving memory of Louis Black 

Marjorie Janicola 

in loving memory of Lewis Janicola 

eloved father of Jeffrey 

Barbara and Peter Aschheim 

in loving memory of Charles Geilich, 

father of Wendy Capland 

Barbara Bailey and Family 

Phyllis and Howard Kaufman 

in honor of Marilyn Schwartz's 

birthday 

Dina Kramer 

in loving memory of my father, 

Shmuel Ben Zvi 

Judy and Arthur Lehrhoff 

in loving memory of Julius Lehrhoff 

Lois Morse 

in loving memory of Max Morse 

in loving memory of Rebecca 

Weinstein 

Marilyn and George Oremland 

in loving memory of Herbert Weiss, 

beloved father and grandfather 

in loving memoryof Benjamin 

Oremland 

Bonnie and Michael Patipa 

in loving memory of Eugene Patipa 

in loving memory of Miriam and 

Eugene Patipa 

Ann Brown and Ted Poritz 

in loving memory of Sunya Lehrhoff, 

mother of Arthur Lehrhoff 

Ruth and Jerome Schneider 

in loving memory of Stephanie Lubel 

Robert Schull 

in loving memory of Rosalind Schull 

in loving memory of Avraham Schull 

Arden Weinstein 

in loving memory of Gerald H. 

Weinstein 

Donna and Jeff Wenger 

in loving memory of Ruth Wenger 

Carolyn and Michael Yasuna 

in loving memory of Joann Yasuna 

Andrea Tessler and Symour Zises 

in honor of Lynne Weiss' Bat Mitzvah 

Israel Fund 
Judy and Hal Grossman 
in honor of Yonatan's, son of Rabbi 
Yaron, Bar Mitzvah 

 
 

Rabbi Yaron's 

Discretionary Fund 
Mona Bartos 

in loving memory of Sheldon 

Wexler 

Vivian Bliss 

in loving memory of David Bliss 

Barbara and Hal Danenberg 

in honor of Rabbi Yaron 

Susan and Ted Davis 

in loving memory of Jean Luskin, 

mother of Cary 

Shelley and John Day 

in appreciation of Rabbi Yaron's 

kind words and of our Rosh 

Hashanah Aliyah 

Kelly Dell 

in loving memory of Jean Luskin, 

mother of Cary 

Judy and Gene Devore 

in loving memory of Albert Devore 

Vickie Welles and Jay Eckhaus 

in loving memory of Anita 

"Bobbie" Levitan, mother of Vickie 

Claire Eisenstein 

in honor of Lynne Weiss' Bat 

Mitzvah, Mazel Tov on this special 

moment! 

Eileen and Averell Eisner 

in loving memory of Herbert 

Goldstein, father of Eileen 

Penny Fierstein 

in loving memory of Helen Singer 

Dale Frey 

in loving memory of Doris Sanger 

Sheree and Cary Friedlander 

in appreciation of Rabbi Yaron for 
his caring and loving prayers 
Joan Gelch 

in loving memory of my father, 

Joseph Kameny 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ina Getzoff 

in loving memory of John Getzoff 

Judith Goldstein and Family 

in loving memory of Mark Goldstein 

Ruth Gonzalez 

in apprecition of Rabbi Yaron for the 

beautiful and meaningtul High Holy 

Days services 

Louise, Connie and Marcie 

Goodman 

in loving memory of Jean Luskin, 

beloved mother of Cary 

Marlene & Don Grad 

in loving memory of Sharon Stern, 

sister of Penny Fierstein 

Sheila and Jerry Grant 

in loving memory of Judy Winer 

Janet Grossman 

in loving memory of my father, Max 

Grossman 

Richard Gurevitz 

thanking Rabbi Yaron for a great 

meeting with my family 

Joan Hermann 

in honor of Yonatan's, son of Rabbi 

Yaron, Bar Mitzvah 

in appreciation of Rabbi Yaron for 

the amazing High Holy Days services 

In loving memory of my father, 

Nathan Silberman 

Janet Hershfeld 

in honor of Susie and Bill Engleman's 

65th wedding anniversary 

Joan and Peter Hoffman 

in honor of Yonatan's, son of Rabbi 

Yaron, Bar Mitzvah 

Bea and David James and Family 

in loving memory of Hannah Safran 

Bruce Kerman 

in loving memory of Harold Kerman 

Dale and Joel Langer 

in loving memory of Lee Polland, 

mother of Dale Langer 

Nancy and Alan Lefkowitz 

in loving memory of Rosalind 

Lefkowitz 

 

Sue and Gerry Levy 

in honor of Yonatan's, son of Rabbi 

Yaron, Bar Mitzvah 

in honor of Rachel's, daughter of 

Robyn and Neil Levy, engagement to 

Ari Kaplan 

Melanie Lipson 

in loving memory of my father, David 

Janover 

Kathy Lisberg 

in honor of Marilyn and Howard 

Schwartz's wedding anniversary 

in honor of Yonatan's Bar Mitzvah, son 

of Rabbi Yaron 

Jennifer and Michael Lourie 

in loving memory of Roger Goldstein 

Lois Morse 

in loving memory of Rose Wahl 

Merle and Steve Noskow 

in loving memory of Sunya Lehrhoff, 

mother of Arthur Lehrhoff 

Sheila Raber 

in honor of my grandson, Ari's, Bar 

Mitzvah 

Susan Rein 

in loving memory of my husband, 

Burton, and in appreciation of Rabbi 

Yaron for a beautiful service 

Rita Robinson 

in honor of Marilyn and Howard 

Schwartz's anniversary and Marilyn's 

special birthday 

Mazel Tov to Shelly and Judd Ettinger 

on their 45th anniversary 

in honor of Chuck Silverman's, a great 

guy, 80th birthday 

The Robinson Family 

in loving memory of our parents, 

Rubin Bernstein and Jeanette 

Robinson 

in honor of Yonatan's, son of Rabbi 

Yaron, Bar Mitzvah 

Annette Schilling 

in loving memory of Edward Garber 

Neil Schlackman 

in loving memory of Harry Schlachman 

 

Marilyn and Howard Schwartz 

in appreciation of our Yom 

Kuppur honor 

in honor of Ari Raber's Bar 

Mitzvah, grandson of Sheila 

Raber 

wishing Mike Rosenberg a speedy 

recovery 

Ellie Schweitzer 

thanking Rabbi Yaron for leading 

inspiring High Holy Days services 

and for being an absolute 

"mensch" 

Carol and Steve Shain 

in loving memory of Barbara 

Feingold, Joel Greene and Miriam 

Shain 

Margot and Richard Slater 

in loving memory of Lesley Allen 

in loving memory of Austin James 

Slater 

Stacey and Oliver Stanton 

in loving memory of Ruth and 

Ronald Stanton, parents of Oliver 

Andrea and Stephen Tate 

in honor of Yonatan's, son of 

Rabbi Yaron, Bar Mitzvah 

Irene Venoff 

in loving memory of Matthew 

Ferrugio 

Jill and Michael Weiss 

in loving memory of Jean Luskin, 
mother of Kevin 

Rabbi Wendy's 

Discretionary Fund 
Barbara and Hal Danenberg 

in honor of Rabbi Wendy 

Irene and Elliot Glanz 

in loving memory of Aaron 

Sherman, son of Steven and 

Moira 

in loving memory of Aminadov 

Glanz 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Ruth Gonzalez 
in honor of Rabbi Wendy's 

participation in her first TJ High 

Holy Days services 

Carol and David Maretsky 

in loving memory of Mollie Halpern 

Barbara Neuberg and Neil Roberts 

in honor of Vicki Slotnick's birthday 

in honor of Howard Wallen's 

birthday 

in honor of Steve Berg's birthday 

in honor of Bruce Kerman's 

birthday 

Rita Robinson 

thanking Rabbi Wendy for her 

inspiring stories and wishing her 

and those she loves a Shanah 

Tovah 

Tracy Taback 

in loving memory of my 

grandmother, Harriet Taback 

Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene's Fund 
Sandy and Marty Bascove 

in loving memory of Anna Bascove, 

mother of Marty 

Barbara and Hal Danenberg 

in honor of Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene 

Ruth Gonzalez 

in appreciation of Cantorial Soloist 

Kaylene's incredibly beautiful voice 

Phyllis and Howard Kaufman 

in loving memory of our dear 

grandson, Alex 

Sheila Raber 

thanking Cantorial Soloist Kaylene 

for creating joy with her incredible 

voice 

Barbara Neuberg and Neil Roberts 

in honor of Rabbi Joel Levine's 

birthday 

in honor of Ceil Schneider Randell's 

birthday 

in honor of Susan Levine's birthday 

in honor of Carol Shain's birthday 

The Robinson Family  

thanking Cantorial Soloist Kaylene for 

the beautiful High Holy Days services 

Ellie Schweitzer 

thanking Cantorial Soloist Kaylene for 

sharing her glorious voice with us 

Adult Education Fund 
Susan and Chick Glabman 
in loving memory of Leonard Cohan, 
father of Susan 
Susan and Frederick Silverman 
in honor of Marilyn Schwartz's birthday 
Carol and Steve Wagmeister 
in loving memory of Pearl Yaffe, mother 
of Carol 

Camp Fund 
Marilyn Bubbs 

in appreciation of TJ's camp programs 

Gloria hay Schwartz & 

Calvin M. Schwartz 

Caring Community Fund 
Isabel and Steve Berg 

Mazel Tov to Robyn and Neil Levy on the 

engagement of their daughter, Rachel, 

to Ari Kaplan 

in honor of Shelly and Judd Ettinger's 

45th wedding anniversary 

Mazel Tov to Sue and Gerry Levy on the 

engagement of their granddaughter,  

Rachel, to Ari Kaplan 

Diane and Morton Brill 

in loving memory of Anita Levitan, 

mother of Vickie Welles 

Judith Fleishman 

in loving memory of my niece, Rebecca 

Gross 

Ruth Gonzalez 

in honor of Griffin Wayne's birth, 

grandson of Mindy Rosenberg 

in honor of Rosalee and Bob Savel's new 

great-grandchild 

Sue and Gerry Levy 

in honor of Steve Berg's birthday 

Marcia and Peter Patane 

in loving memory of Frannie Patane 

 

 
 
 

 

Debbie and Steve Paul 

in honor of Steve Berg's birthday 

Ellie Schweitzer 

in loving memory of my husband 

Howard 

L'Dor VaDor 

Endowment Fund 
Myrna and Roger Landay 

in loving memory of Mildred 

Landay 

Bonnie Levy 

in loving memory of Melvin Levy 

Religious School Fund 
Barbara Neuberg 

in loving memory of Peter Neuberg 

Social Action Fund 
Diane Kershenbaum 

in loving memory of my mother, 

Edith Seifer 

Elinor and Barry Schimel 

in loving memory of our mother, 

Jane Schimel 

Jeri Siegel 

in recognition of Temple Judea's 

social action programming 

Youth Group Fund 
Iris and Fred Burke 

in loving memory of Anita Levitan, 

mother of Vickie Welles 

Sybil Michelson 

in loving memory of Philip 

Michelson 

Beryl Schneider 

in loving memory of Stephen 

Feinberg 

The Shalloway Family 

in loving memory of K. Daniel 

Shalloway, husband of Lisa and 

father of Gina 

Judith and Irwin Wrubel 

in loving memory of Bernard Kahn 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Members who donate a minimum 
of $18 per dedication to the 

various funds will be 
acknowledged in the Voice. 

Acknowledgement letters will be 
sent to your friends and loved 

ones. 
Thank you for your generous 

support! 

General Fund 

Rabbi Yaron’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Wendy’s Discretionary 

Fund 

Cantorial Soloist Kaylene’s 

Discretionary Fund 

Adult Education Fund 

Camp Fund 

Gloria Hay Schwartz & Calvin M. 
Schwartz Caring Community Fund 

L'Dor VaDor Endowment Fund 

Religious School Fund 

Social Action Fund 

Youth Group Fund 
 

 

 

Thank you to our Oneg sponsors 

Beth and Tom Stevens in honor of their daughter, Danielle, becoming a Bat 

Mitzvah. 

Liz and Frank Alonso in honor of their daughter, Stella, becoming a  Bat 

Mitzvah. 

Rita Robinson, and her entire family, in loving memory of her husband, 

Allen. 

Dayle Rakowsky in loving memory of her husband Allan. 

Anonymous in thanks to Temple Judea. 

Barbara and Peter Sidel in honor of their 20th wedding anniversary. 

Would you like to sponsor an Oneg in honor of a simcha or to remember a loved one?  

Please call the office to learn more!  

561-624-4633 



 



 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

WILLS, TRUSTS, DEEDS, ESTATE 

PLANNING, PROBATE 

KAREN LEVIN ALEXANDER, P.A. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

4400 PGA BOULEVARD, SUITE 402 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410 

KAREN@KLALAWFL.COM 

Office – 561-629-9929 

Cell- 561-281-5122 

NEXT TO THE EMBASSY SUITES ON 

PGA BOULEVARD 

Member of Temple Judea  

since 1990 
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4311 Hood Road 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 

www.gotj.org 
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 "Who is rich? One who is happy with their portion."  

- Pirkei Avot 4:1  

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, we are reminded that true wealth is found not in what we 

possess, but in our ability to appreciate what we have been given. 

We are deeply grateful for the blessing of our congregants - our sacred family. Your 

presence, your voices in prayer, your acts of kindness, and your commitment to our 

community enrich us beyond measure. Together, we create a home where souls are 

nourished, traditions are cherished, and every individual matters. 

Wishing you and yours a joyous Thanksgiving filled with gratitude and peace.  

 

 

http://www.gotj.org/

