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We Asked. They Answered. Brace Yourselves.  

Every month our clergy inspire us, challenge us, move us to tears, and occasionally make 
us laugh. But how well do we really know them? 

This summer - with Rabbi Josh Franklin joining our family on July 1 - we thought it was 
the perfect moment to hit pause on the serious stuff and get a little personal. So, we did 
what any curious congregation would do: we asked our clergy 20 questions. From the 
delightfully silly to the surprisingly profound, their answers will make you smile, make 
you think, and maybe even make you see them in a whole new light. 

Fair warning: you may never look at Rabbi Yaron, Rabbi Josh, Rabbi Wendy, and Cantorial 
Soloist Kaylene the same way again. And that is exactly the point. 

This year, one of our greatest goals as a community is deepening the relationships 
between our congregation and our clergy team. We believe that knowing your rabbi or 
cantor - really knowing them, not just from the bimah but as a person - transforms the 
way we experience Jewish life together. When we know their stories, their quirks, their 
passions, and their struggles, we show up differently. We connect more deeply. We 
become more than a congregation - we become a family. 

So read on, get to know them, and then take it a step further. Say hello after services. Ask a 
follow-up question. Share your own answer to one of these questions when you see them. 
Our clergy want to know you just as much as we want you to know them - and that kind of 
connection is what Relational Judaism is all about. 

Welcome to our summer "Getting to Know You" issue. We hope you love it as much as we 
do. 

  



 

Rabbi Yaron  

1. What  is a TV show or  movie  you would  be embarrassed  to admit  you love? 
Okay, I will  own it:  I love Independence Day. Yes, it  is big and loud and gloriously over the top, but 
something about the image of the entire world  setting aside its differences to face a common threat 
genuinely moves me. Maybe that says more about my theology than my taste in film. 
On the TV side, I was hooked on the first  couple seasons of Love Is Blind. At its best, it  was a 
fascinating social experiment: could people truly  connect without  the distraction of appearance? 
Without  judgment based on what they see? It  felt almost like a commentary on how we are supposed 
to see one another. Then it  got formulaic and overproduced, and I quietly moved on. 
 
2. If  you had to eat one food for  the rest  of your  life,  what  would  it  be? 
This question is genuinely difficult  for me. Growing up in an Argentinian household, a perfectly 
cooked steak is practically encoded in my DNA. I know it  is not the healthiest answer, but I cannot 
pretend otherwise. On a lighter  note, excellent hummus with  fresh warm pita is one of life's great 
pleasures, the kind of simple, honest food that never gets old. And if I am being completely honest, I 
could also make a very strong case for sushi. So yes, I have three answers. Apparently, I am better at 
feeding a congregation than making decisions about food. 
 
3. What  is your  most  useless talent?  
I was a sniper in the IDF, and I was a very good one. It  is, safe to say, not a skill  I get many 
opportunities  to use in my current role. Though I will  admit it  has made me an exceptionally patient 
person, and patience, it  turns out, is extraordinarily  useful when you are a rabbi. 
 
4. What  is the last  thing  that  made you laugh out  loud?  
My best friend, Ran. It  does not matter what we are talking about, his perspective on life, the way he 
sees the world  and finds the absurdity in everything, never fails to make me laugh out loud. Some 
friendships are good for the soul. This one is also very good for the lungs. 
 
5. What  is a song you know  every  single  word  to? 
I have to be honest: I am terrible  at memorizing lyrics. In English, I am hopeless. In Hebrew, only 
marginally better. There is, however, one song I know every single word to, and I suspect I always 
will:  Hatikvah. It  may be the easiest answer an Israeli rabbi has ever given to this question, but it  is 
also the most true. Every time I sing it, whether at a ceremony, a celebration, or standing in a crowd 
with  tears quietly running down my face, it  feels like the first  time. 
 



6. If  you were  not  a rabbi  or  cantor,  what  career  would  you have chosen? 
I loved being a tour  guide in Israel and would return  to that profession in a heartbeat. There is 
something about standing in a place where history happened and helping people feel it, not just 
know it, that never got old. But if  I had to choose something entirely  new? I would want to be a chef. 
Food is love, food is culture, food is memory. In many ways, it  is not so different  from what I do now. 
You take raw ingredients, you combine them with  intention  and care, and if you do it  right, you 
nourish people in ways they did not expect. 
 
7. What  is a book  that  genuinely  changed the way you see the world?  
One People, Two Worlds by Ammiel Hirsch and Yaakov Yosef Reinman. A Reform rabbi and an 
Orthodox rabbi, each deeply committed to his own path, sitting down together to honestly and 
respectfully explore what divides them. It  was one of the first  books that helped me truly  understand 
what Reform Judaism was all about, not as a watered-down alternative to something else, but as a 
serious, principled, and courageous way of being Jewish. It  also modeled something I have tried  to 
carry into my own rabbinate: that two people can hold very different  truths  and still  be in genuine 
conversation with  each other. 
 
8. What  is something  most  people  do not  know  about  you? 
I have a very long bucket list. And I believe in constantly working  through it, checking things off and 
immediately adding new ones, because having plans, interests, and hopes for the future is, for me, a 
spiritual  practice. I do my best to live in the present, and I genuinely believe in that. But dreaming 
about the future is part of how I inhabit  the present. It  keeps me curious, it  keeps me moving, and it  
keeps life feeling like it  still  has so much in it  waiting to be discovered. 
 
9. What  is a place in  the world  that  has most  shaped who  you are? 
The Judean Desert. Specifically, Ein Gedi, where I lived for three years as a young man. It  is one of the 
most stark and beautiful places on earth, a ribbon of green life pressing up against ancient rock and 
endless sky. It  was there that I first  discovered spirituality,  not in a synagogue, but in silence and 
solitude and the particular  way the desert teaches you who you are when no one is watching. It  was 
where I first  lived on my own, where I made friendships that have lasted a lifetime, and where I had 
experiences I will  never fully  be able to put into words. In many ways, every sermon I have ever 
written  began somewhere in that desert. 
 
10. What  is the best piece of advice you ever  received,  and who  gave it  to you? 
In 2009, I was working  at the 92nd Street Y in New York, and a colleague there, Rabbi Milgram, 
shared with  me the ancient story of "This Too Shall Pass." The legend goes that a king asked his wise 
men to give him a phrase that would be true in every situation, in times of joy and in times of sorrow. 
They returned with  four words: this too shall pass. What struck me then, and has never left me, is 
that the phrase works in both directions. It  is not only a comfort in hard times. It  is also a quiet 
reminder in good times not to hold on too tightly. That balance, between savoring and releasing, 
between hope and humility,  has shaped how I try  to move through the world  ever since. 
 
11. What  is something  you believed  at 20 that  you no longer  believe  now? 
That I would be forever young. I think  most of us at twenty carry that belief somewhere deep down, 
not consciously, but in the way we move, the way we make decisions, the way we assume there is 
always more time. It  takes years, and honestly a few humbling reminders from your own body and 
your own mirror,  to understand what the young simply cannot: that time is the most precious and 
non-renewable thing we have. Getting older has surprised me. Not because it  is so hard, but because 



it  is so much richer than I expected. The foolishness of youth, it  turns out, was mostly just innocence. 
And I would not trade what I know now for any of it. 
 
12. What  is a hobby  or  interest  of yours  that  might  surprise  people? 
I have recently started growing orchids. I realize this may not be the first  thing people expect to hear 
from a former IDF paratrooper and sniper, but here we are. There is something deeply meditative 
about caring for them. They are patient plants. They do not rush. They bloom on their  own schedule, 
and no amount of hovering or forcing will  change that. In many ways, they have taught me more 
about letting go than almost anything else in my recent life. Also, when they bloom, they are 
absolutely spectacular. I am not ashamed to admit I find that very satisfying. 
 
13. What  is a skill  you wish  you had but  do not? 
I wish I had a perfect musical ear. The ability  to hear a piece of music and simply pick up an 
instrument  and play it, no sheet music, no lessons, just pure instinct  and listening. I am surrounded 
by extraordinary  musical talent in my work, and I am in awe of it  every single time. Music reaches 
places in the human soul that words simply cannot, and I say that as someone who has devoted his 
life to words. To be able to make that kind of music, to access that particular  language, is a gift I 
deeply admire and honestly envy a little  in the most loving way possible. 
 
14. What  is the Jewish text,  story,  prayer,  or  idea you return  to most  often  in  difficult  times? 
There is a Hasidic teaching, attributed  to Rabbi Simcha Bunim of Peshischa, that I return  to more 
than almost anything else. He taught that every person should carry two notes, one in each pocket. 
On one note: "The world  was created for my sake." On the other: "I am but dust and ashes." The 
wisdom is not in either note alone. It  is in knowing which one to take out and read at any given 
moment. There are times when we need to be reminded of our own worth, our own significance, the 
fact that each of us contains an entire world. And there are times when we need humility,  
perspective, the quiet reminder that we are small and the world  is large. I have found that most of 
life's hardest moments ask you to reach into one pocket or the other. Learning which one takes a 
lifetime. 
 
15. What  is a question  from  a congregant  that  you are still  thinking  about? 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks once said that the question congregants most want to ask their  rabbi, the one 
that sits just beneath the surface of every handshake and every "good Shabbos," is simply this: do you 
remember my name? It  is not really a question about memory. It  is a question about whether they 
matter. Whether they are seen. Whether, in a room full  of people, someone notices that they are 
there. That question has never left me. From early in my rabbinate, I made a commitment to myself: I 
would know every name. Not because I have a remarkable memory, but because I understood that 
being known is one of the deepest human needs there is, and that a rabbi who does not know your 
name has already missed the most important  part of the job. 
 
16. What  moment  in  your  rabbinate  has stayed with  you the longest? 
I sat at the bedside of a young man in his mid-twenties who was dying of cancer. I will  not share his 
name. But I will  tell  you that he was one of the most courageous human beings I have ever 
encountered. He was at peace, genuinely at peace, in a way that I, a rabbi who speaks about faith for a 
living, found humbling beyond words. I went to that room to offer him something. Comfort, presence, 
a prayer, whatever he needed. What happened instead was that he gave something to me. That 
conversation has never left me. I think  about it  when I am struggling, when I am afraid, when I need 
to be reminded what real courage actually looks like. He was in his mid-twenties, and he taught me 
more about living than most people three times his age ever have. 



17. What  is something  about  Jewish life  that  still  fills  you with  genuine  awe? 
The sheer depth of beauty and wisdom that lives inside this tradition.  When Judaism is practiced 
with  openness, with  humility,  with  love, it  is one of the most extraordinary  systems of meaning and 
ethics and poetry that human beings have ever created. That still  fills  me with  genuine awe, even 
after all these years. And yet I am also haunted by the other side of that same coin: how religion, any 
religion, when twisted or weaponized, can be used to spread exactly the opposite. Hatred, division, 
cruelty, all dressed up in the language of the sacred. The same tradition  that teaches "love your 
neighbor as yourself" has been used by some to justify  its precise opposite. That contradiction does 
not shake my faith. It does sharpen my sense of responsibility  because religion done right  is one of 
the most powerful  forces for good in the world, and that means we can never afford to be careless 
with  it. 
 
18. Is there  a Jewish holiday  you find  unexpectedly  meaningful,  and why? 
I know Yom Kippur is supposed to be the obvious answer for a rabbi, so perhaps it  is not 
"unexpected" in the traditional  sense. But I want to say it  anyway, because I mean it  completely. Yom 
Kippur is the most powerful  day of the year for me, every single year without  exception. The idea of 
teshuvah, of genuine transformation, of the possibility  that we are not permanently defined by our 
worst  moments, is one of the most radical and beautiful ideas in all of human thought. And then add 
to that the music, the fasting, the hours of prayer, the entire congregation standing together in 
vulnerability  and hope. There is nothing else like it. I have stood on that bimah for fifteen years on 
Yom Kippur, and I have never once taken it  for granted. If anything, it  gets more powerful  every year. 
 
19. What  is something  you wish  more  people  asked you about? 
What more they can do. Not what the temple is doing for them, but what they can do for the temple, 
for our local Jewish community, for the wider  Jewish world. I am not saying this as a complaint, 
because our congregation is genuinely generous and deeply engaged. But I do think that sometimes 
people underestimate how much their  participation  matters. A phone call to a lonely congregant. 
Showing up on a Tuesday night for a program, bringing a friend who has never set foot in a 
synagogue, volunteering, giving, inviting. These are not small things. They are the things that 
determine whether Jewish life flourishes or fades. I wish more people asked me how they could be 
part of that, because I always have an answer, and it  is never as complicated as people expect. 
 
20. What  is one thing  that  always restores  your  faith  in  people? 
Unconditional love. The moment when someone gives, truly  gives, without  any expectation of 
recognition or reward. When they show up not because anyone is watching, not because it  benefits 
them in any way, but simply because another person needs them. I have seen it  in hospital rooms, at 
gravesites and in quiet acts of kindness that no one else will  ever know about. And sometimes it  is 
even simpler than that. Sometimes it  is just a hug. A real one. The kind where you can feel that the 
other person actually means it. In those moments, all  the noise, the cynicism and the hardness of the 
world  just falls away, and I remember exactly why I chose this life. 
  



 
 

Rabbi Josh  

 

1. What's a TV show or movie you'd be embarrassed to admit you love?  
Nobody Wants This - and yes, I recognize the irony: a rabbi watching a show about a rabbi. People 
kept coming up to me saying they thought I reminded them of that rabbi on Netflix, so eventually I 
had to see for myself. The show gets plenty wrong. But what surprised me is how honestly it captures 
something real: how hard it is to be seen as a person when everyone wants to see you only as "the 
rabbi." I found myself nodding more than I expected. 
 
2. If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?  
New York pizza. Not because I'm biased - okay, maybe a little biased - but because there is simply 
nothing else on earth that comes close. The thin crust, the fold, the grease. I could eat it every day and 
die happy. 
 
3. What's your most useless talent?  
I can find a reference to just about any real-life situation in a Seinfeld episode. Someone tells me 
about a problem at work, a family conflict, an awkward social encounter, and within seconds I've 
matched it to an episode. It has never once solved anyone's problem, but it does make people feel less 
alone, which I suppose is also my job. 
 
4. What's the last thing that made you laugh out loud?  
Jewish comedian, Antonia Lassar, did a bit about what Torah covers look like in Reform synagogues. I 
ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÕÎÄÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÎÉÃÈÅ ÐÒÅÍÉÓÅ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÂÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÒÕÓÔ ÍÅȟ ÓÈÅȭÓ ÓÐÏÔ ÏÎȢ I encourage 
you to look it  up immediately. I watched it  with  a group of rabbis, and we were all on the floor. There 
is nothing quite like laughing with  colleagues at something only you would find funny. 
 
5. What's a song you know every single word to?  
Most Jewish songs ever written - occupational requirement - but the one that might actually surprise 
people is every single word of Bruce Springsteen's Born to Run. I have no theological justification for 
this. But if you think about it, a song about desperately searching for something more, about running 
toward an uncertain future with nothing but hope - maybe it's not so far from the High Holiday 
liturgy after all . 
 
 



6. If you weren't a rabbi or cantor, what career would you have chosen?  
I was seriously considering getting a doctorate in history and becoming a professor. But somewhere 
along the way I realized that academia would have asked me to go deeper and deeper into a 
narrower and narrower slice of the world. The rabbinate gave me everything I was looking for in that 
path: history, language, music, spirituality, text, and then some. But truthfully, I can't imagine being 
called to anything else. 
 
7. What's a book that genuinely changed the way you see the world?  
Thinking Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman. I know - you were probably expecting me to say the 
Torah. But this book sent me down a rabbit hole of behavioral economics that I'm honestly still 
crawling through. What surprised me is how directly it applies to my work as a rabbi. Understanding 
how people actually make decisions, process fear, resist change, and construct meaning - none of that 
was in my rabbinical school curriculum, but it probably should have been. It changed not just how I 
see the world, but how I show up for the people in it. 
 
8. What's something most people don't know about you?  
I was a high school wrestler, and a pretty good one. People are always surprised by that. But what 
surprises me, looking back, is how much of it never left me. The discipline, the ability to push through 
difficulty, the understanding that the hardest opponent you'll ever face is yourself. For years I had a 
recurring dream where I'd step onto the mat, ready to wrestle, only to realize I was no longer in high 
school. I used to wonder what it meant. I don't anymore. Wrestling is just part of how I move through 
the world. I wrestle with ideas, I wrestle with texts, I sometimes wrestle with God. But don't worry - 
I've never once put a congregant in a headlock. At least not literally. 
 
9. What's a place in the world that has most shaped who you are?  
Jerusalem. I spent a year of my life living there, and it never really left me. It's where I met my wife, 
Stephanie. She was traveling through Israel on Birthright, and the rest, as they say, is history. It's 
where my favorite restaurant in the world is, a place called Eucalyptus, which I recommend to 
anyone who will listen. But beyond all of that, Jerusalem is the place where I feel most connected: to 
the Jewish people, to our history, to something larger than myself. I exist differently there. I'm not 
sure I can fully explain what that means, but anyone who has spent real time in Jerusalem probably 
doesn't need me to. 
 
10. What's the best piece of advice you ever received, and who gave it to you?  
Someone told me early in my rabbinate - and honestly, I can't even remember who - that people don't 
remember what you said. They remember how you made them feel. I have probably passed that 
along to more people than I can count, and I think about it every single time I step into a room. It 
shapes how I approach a sermon, a shiva call, a difficult conversation, a wedding toast. The words 
matter, of course they do. I'm a rabbi; words are my currency. But at the end of the day, what people 
carry with them isn't the sentence you crafted. It's whether they felt seen, heard, and held. That's 
what I'm really trying to do. 
 
11. What's something you believed at 20 that you no longer believe now?  
At 20, I believed that being the smartest person in the room was something to aim for. I was 
ambitious, I was eager, and honestly, I was probably insufferable. Somewhere along the way I 
realized that the smartest person in the room is often the least interesting one. Now I'd much rather 
be the most curious person in the room. Curiosity keeps you open. It keeps you learning. And in my 
experience, it makes you a far better rabbi and a far better human being. 
 



12. What's a hobby or interest of yours that might surprise people?  
Darkroom photography. I still shoot black and white film, develop and print my own photographs by 
hand. I even shoot with my grandfather's Rolleiflex, a 120-film camera with a history that stretches 
far beyond my own. There is something about the whole process that I find almost meditative: the 
slowing down, the intentionality, the fact that you can't take 400 photos and pick the best one. You 
have to commit to the moment before you press the shutter. I haven't had as much time for it 
recently, but maybe Florida will give me the chance to find my way back to it. 
 
13. What's a skill you wish you had but don't?  
I wish I could play the piano. I'm musical - that's part of my world as a rabbi - but when I watch a 
truly gifted musician at work, someone like our own Kaylene, I'm stopped in my tracks every time. 
The way she can fill a room, reach inside of you, and move you somewhere you didn't expect to go - 
that feels like its own kind of magic. I can lead a service, I can carry a melody, but that level of artistry 
is something I deeply admire and will probably spend the rest of my life being in awe of. 
 
14. What's the Jewish text, story, prayer, or idea you return to most often in difficult times?  
The word Hineni. "Here I am." It appears at some of the most terrifying moments in the Torah. 
Abraham, about to sacrifice his son. Moses, standing before a burning bush. Isaiah, called to 
prophecy. In every case, the person doesn't know what's coming next. They have no guarantee of 
how the story ends. And yet they answer - fully, completely, without reservation - here I am. In 
difficult times, that's the answer I try to give. Not that I have all the answers, not that I'm not afraid, 
but that I am present. I am here. Whatever comes next, I am here. 
 
15. What's a question from a congregant that you're still thinking about?  
A parent once asked me: how do I raise Jewish children in a world that makes it so easy not to be? I 
think about that question constantly. We live in a time of infinite distraction, competing identities, 
and a culture that doesn't exactly make Jewish commitment the path of least resistance. And yet, here 
we are, generation after generation, finding ways to pass something sacred forward. I don't have a 
perfect answer. But I think the question itself is one of the most important ones a Jewish parent can 
ask, and the fact that they're asking it is already half the answer. 
 
16. What moment in your rabbinate has stayed with you the longest?  
In my book I coin the word "momenting" - an English translation of the biblical Hebrew ˫ ˰˲˧ˢ˪ - to 
verb time, to be conscious that you are living inside a profound and holy moment at the very moment 
it's happening. I experience that every single time I stand under the chuppah with a wedding couple. 
There is something extraordinary about being present for a moment that two people will carry with 
them for the rest of their lives. They know it. I know it. We are all momenting together. After all these 
years, it has never once felt routine. I hope it never does. 
 
17. What's something about Jewish life that still fills you with genuine awe?  
Judaism never asked us to stop questioning. The Talmud is essentially thousands of years of 
argument, disagreement, and debate, and we called it holy. Two rabbis, three opinions. We didn't just 
permit doubt and dissent; we enshrined it in our most sacred texts. There is no other tradition quite 
like it. I have spent my entire adult life inside this argument, and I am still in awe of it. The fact that 
asking hard questions isn't a threat to Jewish life - it is Jewish life - still fills me with genuine wonder 
every single time I open a text. 
 
 
 



18. Is there a Jewish holiday you find unexpectedly meaningful, and why?  
Chanukah. I know, I know - it's just a minor holiday. I've heard it a thousand times. And yes, the 
presents have taken on a life of their own. But I've never bought the idea that Chanukah is somehow 
less than what it is. Every year when we kindle those lights, something happens that I can only 
describe as unexpected grace. The flames don't produce much light, and that's almost the point. 
We're not flooding a room. We're pushing back against the darkness, one small flame at a time, at the 
very moment of the year when the world feels its darkest. There is something about that image that 
reaches people in a place that no other holiday quite touches. It reaches me. Every single year, I find 
myself standing at the menorah thinking: this is exactly what the world needs right now. And 
somehow, it always is. 
 
19. What's something you wish more people asked you about?  
I wish more people asked me about Shabbat - not the rules, but what it actually feels like to live it. 
Shabbat was never just about stopping. It's about what you do with the space you create. The dinners 
around the table that stretch longer than they should. The conversations that actually go somewhere. 
The deliberate leaning into the things that matter most: family, community, friends. Shabbat is 
Judaism's answer to the question of how to live. I wish more people knew how to ask it. 
 
20. What's one thing that always restores your faith in people?  
This is going to sound cheesy, but a good hug. Not a polite hug, not an obligatory hug - a real one. A 
good hug says everything that's hardest to put into words. It says I see you. I'm present for you. I'm 
not going anywhere. No matter what has happened before this moment, I am right here. In a world 
that often feels fragmented and distant, the fact that two people can communicate all of that without 
saying a single word - that restores something in me every time. 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rabbi Wendy  

1. What's a TV show or movie you'd be embarrassed to admit you love?  
I love vegging out and watching Emily in Paris. 
 
2. If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?  
Cheesecake and more cheesecake 
 
3. What's your most useless talent?  
I am pretty good at word games. 
 
4. What's the last thing that made you laugh out loud?  
A politician came over to our table and told my family the old Jewish joke about how the incoming 
U.S. 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÍÏÍ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÁÕÇÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÓ ÔÏ well-wishers praise of her son, the 
President, by saying, ȰBut you know my other son is a doctor.ȱ 
 
5. What's a song you know every single word to?  
Follow your Arrow by Kacey Musgraves 
 
6. If you weren't a rabbi or cantor, what career would you have chosen?  
I studied genetics as an undergraduate and have always wanted to help people, so probably genetics 
counseling. 
 
7. What's a book that genuinely changed the way you see the world?  
My Life by Golda Meir. Reading her story about a woman who arrived with almost nothing and helped 
build a nation is an incredible model of what one person is actually capable of. It deepened my 
commitment to Israel, and it left me with a broader lesson: determination and purpose are more 
powerful than circumstance. 
 
8. What's something most people don't know about you?  
)ȭÍ Á ÈÕÇÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÆÁÎȢ 
 
9. What's a place in the world that has most shaped who you are?  
I grew up in Phoenix, Arizona, ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ψπȭÓ ÉÎ Á ÃÁÒÅÆÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÏÓÅ-knit Jewish community that 
cemented my strong Jewish identity. 
 
 



10. What's the best piece of advice you ever received, and who gave it to you?  
In deciding whether or not to apply for a job or explore an opportunity, my husband once told me, 
with his British wit, that you can always turn the job down when they offer it to you. This advice 
encouraged me to open my mind to opportunities that did not appear to be, on surface, the right fit. 
 
11. What's something you believed at 20 that you no longer believe now?  
At 20, I believed antisemitism was fading across the world. We now know that is not the case. 
 
12. What's a hobby or interest of yours that might surprise people?  
I enjoy playing piano, and I play/practice in spurts depending on my motivation and inspiration. 
 
13. What's a skill you wish you had but don't?  
) ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÉÎÇ ×ÅÌÌ ÂÕÔȟ ÕÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙȟ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÄÌÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÏ 
mouth the words rather than sing into the microphone. 
 
14. What's the Jewish text, story, prayer, or idea you return to most often in difficult times?  
In difficult times, I reflect on the biblical character, Rebekah, ×ÈÏ ÏÎÃÅ ÉÎÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ Ȱ)Æ ɉÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇɊȟ ×ÈÙ ÄÏ ) ÅØÉÓÔȩȱ 3ÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÁÎ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÏÏË ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÔÅȢ 
This combination of faith and personal initiative provides me with guidance as to how to persevere 
during difficult times. 
 
15. What's a question from a congregant that you're still thinking about?  
! ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÓËÅÄ ÍÅȟ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÏÕÒ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ *ÕÄÁÉÓÍ 
ÁÎÄ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅȩȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÆÁÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÌ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
today. I find myself returning to this question with parents, young adults, and with myself, and I don't 
think any of us have found one clear answer. 
 
16. What moment in your rabbinate has stayed with you the longest?  
Reciting the vidui (confessional) with a dying 39-year-old mother and spouse in her last moments 
when she was barely conscious, yet understood what was happening, as her family sat outside the 
room. I have stayed in touch with the family throughout my rabbinate. 
 
17. What's something about Jewish life that still fills you with genuine awe?  
The fact that on Friday nights we bless our children with the same priestly blessing that was used at 
the time of the First Temple. 
 
18. Is there a Jewish holiday you find unexpectedly meaningful, and why?  
Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel Independence Day, a modern holiday often overlooked in the spring Jewish 
holiday calendar, which celebrates the rebirth of Israel, an event I consider a tangible miracle and a 
sign of God's continued presence in our world. 
 
19. What's something you wish more people asked you about?  
I love talking about books and country music. But really, I just love talking with people. 
 
20. What's one thing that always restores your faith in people?  
My faith is constantly restored by my observation that most people want to do the right thing and 
usually just need to be reminded or encouraged to do so. 

 



 

Cantorial Soloist Kaylene  

1. What's a TV show or movie you'd be embarrassed to admit you love?  

Love is Blind. I rarely watch reality TV, but when I decide to - this is my pick! 

 

2. If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?  

Sushi! I'm especially missing it now that I'm pregnant, and my options are very limited. 

 

3. What's your most useless talent?  

I am double jointed in my elbows, so I have hyper flexible arms. 

 

4. What's the last thing that made you laugh out loud?  

Most likely something my husband Jared said. While we've only been married for almost six years (I 

know - very little by TJ standards), I really do think that the key to a successful marriage is to laugh A 

LOT! 

 

5. What's a song you know every single word to?  

I really have so many. I'm going to embrace levity and my inner millennial for this one and go with a 

song from one of the first concerts I ever attended: "Say You'll Be There" by The Spice Girls! 

 

6. If you weren't a rabbi or cantor, what career would you have chosen?  

Probably teaching music in a university setting. If I had to choose something outside of music, I 

would love to own a bookstore in an adorable town somewhere in Portugal (this would actually be a 

great way to spend retirement now that I'm writing it out!) 

 

7. What's a book that genuinely changed the way you see the world?  

Man's Search for Meaning by Viktor Frankl instantly came to mind. I read it for the first time shortly 

after losing one of my best friends and graduating from graduate school - navigating a deep grief 

while I was also trying to find my footing professionally. It is such a beautiful reminder that life will 

always happen to us, and we can always choose how we respond. 

 

8. What's something most people don't know about you?  

I'm left -handed! 



9. What's a place in the world that has most shaped who you are?  

As a native Floridian, I would have to choose Florida! While there are many countries and cities that I 

have traveled to that have certainly helped shape my world views and perspectives, I have found that 

this very special place that I call home has helped shape who I am. It is a place where the people I 

love the most live, where people vacation because of the natural beauty, and where I experience so 

much nostalgia time and time again. 

 

10. What's the best piece of advice you ever received, and who gave it to you?  

Growing up, my mom would frequently tell me, "When you sing - you want to make people feel 

something. That is the entire purpose." It's a good reminder for a perfectionist, like me, that every 

note on the page does not have to be perfect. That I can show up just as I am, and as long as I am 

singing with authenticity and connectedness, it will come through to whoever is listening. Expressing 

yourself artistically can be incredibly vulnerable and scary. I have always felt such love and 

encouragement from both my parents surrounding this. 

 

11. What's something you believed at 20 that you no longer believe now?  

I felt at 20 that I was frequently eagerly awaiting some grand gesture, that every moment of my life 

had to be filled with excitement awaiting what "was next". I find that thinking to be a bit immature 

now (and I don't mean that cynically!). I just find such comfort in my everyday routine, in what some 

would consider "mundane." I've really realized that I am a creature of habit, and I find such 

contentment in that. 

 

12. What's a hobby or interest of yours that might surprise people?  

This may surprise some, but I also feel that some know this about me. I'm a registered Yoga Teacher, 

and I completed my 200-hour certification in 2020. 

 

13. What's a skill you wish you had but don't?  

I wish I was better at sewing. 

 

14. What's the Jewish text, story, prayer, or idea you return to most often in difficult times?  

"Kol ha'olam kulo gesher tzar m'od. V'ha'ikar lo l'fached klal - (The whole world is a very narrow 

bridge. And the main thing to recall is to not be afraid at all.)" Taken from the words of Rabbi 

Nachman of Breslov, this always helps remind me that we are bigger than what is making us anxious 

or afraid. 

 

15. What's a question from a congregant that you're still thinking about?  

I had a congregant recently ask me, "What would your 20-year-old self say if you told them that you 

work as a cantor?" To which I responded: I think my 20-year-old self would first ask, "What's a 

cantor?" It's still something I think about. My journey to Judaism, and my ongoing one to the 

cantorate, has quite literally changed my life and continues to do so. I am a big believer in God's 

immaculate timing, and I'm grateful every day that this is the plan He has seen fit for me. 

 

16. What moment in your rabbinate has stayed with you the longest?  

Because I am very young in my clergy position and will not have as many moments to choose from as 

my seasoned colleagues (that is not a dig at their age!), I'm thinking of specific moments on the 



Bimah that truly move me every time. I instantly think of so many moments from B'nei Mitzvah 

services in which we witness young Jewish boys and girls becoming men and women before our very 

eyes. There is something sacred and magical that happens in that moment. They and their families 

feel it, I feel it, Rabbi feels it. They experience their own personal "Lech L'cha" moment. They become. 

It's beautiful. 

 

17. What's something about Jewish life that still fills you with genuine awe?  

From the very beginning of my journey, I have been completely embraced by the Jewish community. I 

have met the biggest cheerleaders and kindest souls. It never fails to amaze me the way that the 

Jewish community continually comes together for their own. 

 

18. Is there a Jewish holiday you find unexpectedly meaningful, and why?  

Passover is always extremely meaningful to me. I think it's easy to get lost in the cooking, the seder 

planning, and the hosting. The obligation to "see yourself as if you personally left Egypt" is such a 

powerful one. It is a moment that we not only connect with our enormous history but also an 

opportunity to examine where we find ourselves in "Mitzrayim (the narrow place)" and how we can 

free ourselves from it. It is a holiday that allows for deep introspection while acknowledging our 

incredible communal ability to overcome and persevere. 

 

19. What's something you wish more people asked you about?  

My dog! And now that you ask, she is perfect and doing great.  

 

20. What's one thing that always restores your faith in people?  

There is a beautiful quote by Mister Rogers that I always think of when I need reminding that 

kindness and caring is in our human nature: "When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the 

news, my mother would say to me, 'Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are 

helping.'ȱ I think it is so easy to get swept away by the seemingly endless barrage of ugliness in the 

world that is covered by news and media. If we zoom in, we see beauty in one another all around us. 

We see it when someone lets us into traffic, when someone returns something lost, when we 

exchange a smile with a stranger - this always reminds me that we humans are inherently good and 

loving. 

 

  



Executive Directorõs Report 

Welcome, Rabbi Josh Franklin!  

The day has arrived - and we could not be more excited! Rabbi Josh Franklin officially joined the Temple 

Judea family as Co-Senior Rabbi on July 1.  Thank you to everyone who will join us this month to welcome 

him and his family - your warmth and enthusiasm will set the most beautiful tone for this new chapter. 

Getting to know Rabbi Josh will be easy this summer. He will be hosting open office hours - sign up to 

stop by, say hello, and share a little about yourself and what matters to you. You can also email Lynne 

)ÍÈÏÆȟ 2ÁÂÂÉ 9ÁÒÏÎȭÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÂÂÉ *ÏÓÈȭÓ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔor, at lynne@gotj.org to schedule an appointment.  He 

is also launching a new class, "Ultimate Questions," where he will explore the big ideas and timeless 
inquiries that sit at the heart of Jewish thought and life.  

Please continue to introduce yourselves and make him feel at home - that is what Temple Judea does 

best! 

High Holy Day Packets 

We are deeply grateful for your continued commitment and support as we head into a new year together. 

High Holy Day packets will be mailed the middle of this month. Please watch for yours in the mail and 

return it at your earliest convenience.   Remember that 50% of your annual commitment needs to be 

paid, or a payment plan needs to be in place, in order to receive tickets.  Additionally, we might not be 

ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÃËÅÔ ÂÙ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ρτȟ ςπςφ.  If you have 

any questions, please don't hesitate to call the office. 

A Note on Meal Pricing   

Like so many things, the cost of providing our lunches and Shabbat dinners has continued to rise, and we 

want to be transparent with you about some updates to our meal pricing effective August 1. Lunch will be 

$25 per person, and dinner will be $39 per person for members. Non-member pricing will be slightly 

higher, as the temple has always subsidized a portion of each member's meal cost. We know price 

increases are never welcome news, and we are grateful for your understanding as we do our best to 

continue offering quality meals and cherished time together that make our gatherings so special. 

Summer Office Hours  

A reminder that the Temple Judea office is observing reduced summer hours through Sunday, August 31. 

We are open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. If you need to reach us outside of these hours, 
please leave a message and we will get back to you promptly.  

Wishing everyone a restful, joyful, and sweet summer! 

 

Morli  

  

mailto:lynne@gotj.org
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Shabbat Worship  

 
Fridays, July 3, July 10, July 17, July 24, July 31 

 
5:00 p.m. Pre-Oneg 

5:30 p.m. Shabbat Worship 
Livestream at https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq  

 

 
Beach Havdalah 

Saturdays, July 11 and August 8 at 6:00 p.m. 
In the event of inclement weather, these services will be cancelled.  

  

Minyan  

Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOM with Michael Ross  

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in per son at TJ or via Livestream  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq  

 

 

TJ PRAYS  

https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq


  



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



High Holy Day Location 

We are grateful to the Maltz Jupiter Theatre for hosting our High Holy Days again this year.  We 

had initially planned to return to the Eissey Campus Theatre however they experienced a serious 

sprinkler malfunction and notified us they are closed for renov ations through December 2026.  It 

is our intention to go back to the Eissey Theatre in 2027 as the Maltz Jupiter Theatre had 

previously scheduled commitments for one of the 2027 High Holy Days.  

High Holy Day Tickets 

Ticketing is available for members and those ages 2 4 and under listed on your account.  You must 

have paid 50% of your annual commitment and/or have a payment plan in place to receive 
tickets.  

Guest tickets and non -member tickets are limited.  Guest tickets are for your immediate family 

members only. They are $180 for both holy days and $136 for one holy day. 

Non-members who have never worshipped with us before, and who live in our service area, are 

invited to join us free of charge for their first time with TJ.  They must personally call the office 

and provide their contact information for registration and sec urity purposes.  

Non-members who have worshipped with us before must purchase a ticket to attend services.  

They are $500 for both holy days and $360 for one holy day.  

As a reminder, tickets are NON -TRANSFERRABLE.  We kindly ask that you honor this policy.  

Request for service time is done on a first -come first -served basis.  Please return your packet in a 

timely manner to ensure you receive your preferred service time.  

&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ 4ÅÍÐÌÅ *ÕÄÅÁȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÔÏ ÎÏÔ ÓÅÌÌ ÓÔÁÎÄ-alone Yizkor tickets.  Yizkor is an integral part 

of the complete Yom Kippur spiritual journey. Viewing it as a stand -alone service minimizes the 

holiness of the day and treats it as an isolated transaction. Because we offer a ticket to the entire 

High Holy Day, we are honoring the interconnected nature of Jewish worship and ensuring that 

those who come to remember their loved ones also experience the transformative power of the 
entire Yom Kippur servic e. 

High Holy Day Clergy 

Our High Holy Day services will be led by Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik, Rabbi Josh Franklin and Cantor 

Suzanne Leventhal.  As previously shared in the May/June Voice, Cantor Suzanne will join Temple 

Judea full-time from mid -August through the end of November as Cantor in Residence. Cantor 

Suzanne comes to us from Washington Hebrew Congregation where she has served as an Assistant 

Cantor since June of 2022, and she brings exceptional credentials and experience. She holds a 

Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Performance fro m The Boston Conservatory , Á ÍÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 

San Francisco Conservatory of Music, and she is an ordained graduate of Hebrew Union College. 

She also served as a cantorial intern at Yozma in Israel under Rabbi Nir Barkin. She plays guitar  

and violin, which will be a wonderful addition to our worship experience.  



 

  



 
 



 



 



 



 


