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We Asked. They Answered. Brace Yourselves.

Every month our clergy inspire us, challenge us, move us to tears, and occasionally make
us laugh. But how well do we really know them?

This summer- with Rabbi Josh Franklin joining our family on July 1we thought it was
the perfect moment to hit pause on the serious stuff and get a little person&o,we did
what any curious congregation would do: we asked our clergy 20 questions. From the
delightfully silly to the surprisingly profound, their answers will make you smile, make
you think, and maybe even make you see them in a whole new light.

Fair warning: you may never look at Rabbi YarorRabbi JoshRabbi Wendy, and Cantoal
SoloistKaylene the same way again. And that is exactly the point.

This year, one of our greatest goals as a community is deepening the relationships
between our congregation and our clergy team. We believe that knowing your rabbi or
cantor - really knowing them, not just from the bimah but as a persontransforms the
way we experience Jewish life together. When we know their stories, their quirks, their
passions, and their struggles, we show up differently. We connect more deeply. We
become more than a congregationwe become a family.

So read on, get to know them, and then take it a step further. Say hello after services. Ask a
follow-up question. Share your own answer to one of these questions when you see them.
Our clergy want to know you just as much as we want you to know therand that kind of
connection is what Relational Judaism is all about.

Welcome to our summer "Getting to Know You" issue. We hope you love it as much as we
do.



Rabbi Yaron

1. What is a TV show or movie you would be embarrassed to admit you love?

Okay,| will own it: | love IndependenceDay.Yes,it is big and loud and gloriously over the top, but
somethingabout the image of the entire world setting asideits differencesto facea commonthreat
genuinely movesme. Maybethat saysmore about my theology than my tastein film.

Onthe TV side,| was hooked on the first couple seasonsof Love Is Blind. At its best,it wasa
fascinating socialexperiment: could peopletruly connectwithout the distraction of appearance?
Without judgment basedon what they seet felt almostlike a commentary on how we are supposed
to seeone another. Thenit got formulaic and overproduced,and | quietly moved on.

2. If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?

This question is genuinely difficult for me.Growing up in an Argentinian household,a perfectly
cookedsteakis practically encodedin my DNA.I know it is not the healthiest answer, but | cannot
pretend otherwise. Onallighter note, excellenthummuswith fresh warm pita is one of life's great
pleasures,the kind of simple, honestfood that never getsold. And if | am being completely honest,|
could alsomake a very strong casefor sushi.Soyes,| havethree answers.Apparently, | am better at
feedinga congregationthan making decisionsabout food.

3. What is your most useless talent?

| was asniper in the IDF,and | was avery goodone.lt is, safeto say,not a skill I getmany
opportunities to usein my current role. Though! will admit it hasmade me an exceptionally patient
person,and patience,it turns out, is extraordinarily usefulwhen you are arabbi.

4. What is the last thing that made you laugh out loud?

My bestfriend, Ran.It doesnot matter what we are talking about, his perspectiveon life, the way he
seesthe world and finds the absurdity in everything, never fails to make me laugh out loud. Some
friendships are goodfor the soul. This oneis alsovery goodfor the lungs.

5. What is a song you know every single word to?

| haveto be honest:| amterrible at memorizing lyrics. In English,l am hopeless.In Hebrew, only
marginally better. There is, however, one songl know every single word to, and | suspectl always
will: Hatikvah. It may be the easiestanswer an Israeli rabbi hasever givento this question,but it is
alsothe mosttrue. Everytime | singit, whether at aceremony,a celebration, or standingin a crowd
with tears quietly running down my face,it feelslike the first time.



6. If you were not arabbi or cantor, what career would you have chosen?

| loved beingatour guidein Israel and would return to that professionin a heartbeat. Thereis
somethingabout standing in a placewhere history happenedand helping peoplefeelit, not just
know it, that never got old. But if | had to choosesomething entirely new?1 would want to be a chef.
Foodis love,food is culture, food is memory. In many ways, it is not sodifferent from what | do now.
Youtake raw ingredients, you combine them with intention and care,and if you do it right, you
nourish peoplein waysthey did not expect.

7. What is a book that genuinely changed the way you seethe world?

OnePeople,Two Worldsby Ammiel Hirsch and YaakovYosefReinman.A Reformrabbi and an
Orthodox rabbi, eachdeeply committed to his own path, sitting down together to honestly and
respectfully explore what divides them. It was one of the first booksthat helped me truly understand
what Reform Judaismwas all about, not asa watered-down alternative to somethingelse,but asa
serious, principled, and courageousway of being Jewish.It alsomodeled something | havetried to
carry into my own rabbinate: that two people canhold very different truths and still bein genuine
conversationwith eachother.

8. What is something most people do not know about you?

| haveavery long bucketlist. And | believein constantly working through it, checkingthings off and
immediately adding new ones,becausehaving plans,interests, and hopesfor the future is, for me,a
spiritual practice.l do my bestto live in the present,and | genuinely believein that. But dreaming
about the future is part of how | inhabit the present. It keepsme curious, it keepsme moving, and it
keepslife feeling like it still hassomuchin it waiting to be discovered.

9. What is a place in the world that has most shaped who you are?

The JudeanDesert.Specifically,Ein Gedi,where | lived for three yearsasayoungman.lt is one of the
most stark and beautiful placeson earth, aribbon of greenlife pressingup againstancientrock and
endlesssky. It was there that | first discoveredspirituality, not in asynagogie,but in silenceand
solitude and the particular way the desertteachesyou who you are when no one is watching. It was
where | first lived on my own, where | madefriendships that havelasted alifetime, and where | had
experiencesl will never fully be ableto put into words. In many ways, every sermon | have ever
written begansomewherein that desert.

10. What is the best piece of advice you ever received, and who gaveit to you?

In 2009, | wasworking at the 92nd StreetY in New York, and a colleaguethere, RabbiMilgram,
sharedwith me the ancientstory of "This Too ShallPass.'The legendgoesthat aking askedhis wise
mento give him a phrasethat would be true in every situation, in times of joy and in times of sorrow.
Theyreturned with four words: this too shall pass.What struck me then, and hasnever left me, is
that the phraseworks in both directions. It is not only acomfort in hard times. It is alsoa quiet
reminder in goodtimes not to hold on too tightly. That balance between savoring and releasing,
between hope and humility, hasshapedhow I try to move through the world ever since.

11. What is something you believed at 20 that you no longer believe now?

That | would be forever young.I think most of us at twenty carry that belief somewheredeepdown,
not consciously,but in the way we move,the way we make decisions,the way we assumethere is
always more time. It takesyears,and honestly afew humbling reminders from your own body and
your own mirror, to understand what the young simply cannot: that time is the most precious and
non-renewable thing we have.Gettingolder hassurprised me.Not becauseit is so hard, but because



it is somuchricher than | expected.The foolishnessof youth, it turns out, was mostly just innocence.
And | would not trade what | know now for any of it.

12. What is a hobby or interest of yours that might surprise people?

| haverecently started growing orchids. | realize this may not be the first thing people expectto hear
from aformer IDF paratrooper and sniper, but here we are. There is something deeply meditative
about caring for them. They are patient plants. They do not rush. They bloom on their own schedule,
and no amount of hovering or forcing will changethat. In many ways, they havetaught me more
about letting gothan almost anything elsein my recentlife. Also,when they bloom, they are
absolutely spectacular.l am not ashamedto admit | find that very satisfying.

13. What is a skill you wish you had but do not?

| wish | had a perfect musical ear. The ability to hear a piece of music and simply pick up an
instrument and play it, no sheetmusic,no lessonsjust pure instinct and listening. | am surrounded
by extraordinary musicaltalent in my work, and | amin awe of it every singletime. Musicreaches
placesin the human soul that words simply cannot,and | saythat assomeonewho hasdevoted his
life to words. To be ableto makethat kind of music,to accesghat particular language s agift |
deeply admire and honestly envy a little in the most loving way possible.

14. What is the Jewish text, story, prayer, or idea you return to most often in difficult times?
There is aHasidicteaching,attributed to RabbiSimchaBunim of Peshischathat I return to more
than almost anything else.He taught that every person should carry two notes,onein eachpocket.
Ononenote: "The world was createdfor my sake."Onthe other: "I am but dust and ashes."The
wisdom is not in either note alone.lt is in knowing which one to take out and read at any given
moment. There are times when we needto be reminded of our own worth, our own significance,the
fact that eachof us contains an entire world. And there are times when we need humility,
perspective,the quiet reminder that we are small and the world is large.| havefound that most of
life's hardestmoments askyou to reachinto one pocketor the other. Learning which onetakes a
lifetime.

15. What is a question from acongregant that you are still thinking about?
RabbiJonathanSacksoncesaid that the question congregantsmost want to asktheir rabbi, the one
that sits just beneaththe surfaceof every handshakeand every "good Shabbos,'is simply this: do you
remember my name?It is not really a question about memory. It is a question about whether they
matter. Whether they are seen.Whether, in aroom full of people,someonenoticesthat they are
there. That question hasnever left me.From early in my rabbinate, | madea commitment to myself: |
would know every name.Not becausel havearemarkable memory, but becausel understood that
being known is one of the deepesthuman needsthere is, and that a rabbi who doesnot know your
name hasalready missedthe mostimportant part of the job.

16. What moment in your rabbinate has stayed with you the longest?

| satat the bedsideof ayoung manin his mid-twenties who was dying of cancer.l will not share his
name.But | will tell you that he was one of the most courageoushuman beings| haveever
encountered.Hewas at peace genuinely at peace,in away that I, arabbi who speaksabout faith for a
living, found humbling beyond words. | went to that room to offer him something. Comfort, presence,
aprayer, whatever he needed.What happenedinstead was that he gavesomethingto me. That
conversation hasnever left me.| think aboutit when | am struggling, when | am afraid, when | need
to bereminded what real courageactually looks like. Hewas in his mid-twenties, and he taught me
more about living than most peoplethree times his ageever have.



17. What is something about Jewish life that still fills you with genuine awe?

The sheerdepth of beauty and wisdom that lives inside this tradition. When Judaismis practiced
with opennesswith humility, with love, it is one of the most extraordinary systemsof meaningand
ethics and poetry that human beingshaveever created. That still fills me with genuineawe, even
after all theseyears.And yet | am alsohaunted by the other side of that samecoin: how religion, any
religion, when twisted or weaponized,canbe usedto spread exactlythe opposite. Hatred, division,
cruelty, all dressedup in the languageof the sacred.The sametradition that teaches"love your
neighbor asyourself' hasbeenusedby someto justify its precise opposite. That contradiction does
not shakemy faith. It doessharpenmy senseof responsibility becausereligion doneright is one of
the most powerful forcesfor goodin the world, and that meanswe cannever afford to be careless
with it.

18. Is there a Jewish holiday you find unexpectedly meaningful, and why?

| know YomKippur is supposedto be the obvious answer for arabbi, so perhapsit is not
"unexpected”in the traditional senseBut | want to sayit anyway, becausel meanit completely. Yom
Kippur is the most powerful day of the year for me,every single year without exception.Theidea of
teshuvah,of genuinetransformation, of the possibility that we are not permanently defined by our
worst moments,is one of the most radical and beautiful ideasin all of humanthought. And then add
to that the music,the fasting, the hours of prayer, the entire congregationstanding together in
vulnerability and hope.There is nothing elselike it. | have stood on that bimabh for fifteen yearson
YomKippur, and| havenever oncetaken it for granted. If anything, it getsmore powerful every year.

19. What is something you wish more people asked you about?

What more they cando. Not what the temple is doing for them, but what they cando for the temple,
for our local Jewishcommunity, for the wider Jewishworld. | am not sayingthis asa complaint,
becauseour congregationis genuinely generousand deeply engagedBut | do think that sometimes
people underestimate how much their participation matters. A phone call to alonely congregant.
Showingup on a Tuesdaynight for a program, bringing afriend who hasnever setfoot in a
synagoguevolunteering, giving, inviting. Theseare not small things. They are the things that
determine whether Jewishlife flourishes or fades.l wish more people askedme how they could be
part of that, becausel alwayshavean answer,andit is never ascomplicated aspeople expect.

20. What is one thing that always restores your faith in people?

Unconditional love. The moment when someonegives,truly gives,without any expectation of
recognition or reward. Whenthey show up not becauseanyoneis watching, not becauseit benefits
them in any way, but simply becauseanother person needsthem. | have seenit in hospital rooms, at
gravesitesand in quiet actsof kindnessthat no one elsewill ever know about. And sometimesit is
evensimpler than that. Sometimesit is just a hug.Areal one.The kind where you canfeel that the
other person actually meansit. In those moments,all the noise, the cynicism and the hardnessof the
world just falls away,and | remember exactly why | chosethis life.



L &
Rabbi Josh

1. What's a TV show or movie you'd be embarrassed to admit you love?

Nobody Wants This- and yes, | recognize the irony: a rabbi watching a show about a rabbi. People
kept coming up to me saying they thought | reminded them of that rabbi on Netflix, so eventually |
had to see for myself. The show gets plenty wrong. But whsitirprised me is how honestly it captures
something real: how hard it is to be seen as a person when everyone wants to see you only as "the
rabbi." | found myself nodding more than | expected.

2. If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?

New York pizza. Not because I'm biasetkay, maybe a little biased but because there is simply
nothing else on earth that comes close. The thin crust, the fold, the grease. | could eat it every day and
die happy.

3. What's your most useless talent?

| can find a reference to just about any redife situation in a Seinfeld episode. Someone tells me
about a problem at work, a family conflict, an awkward social encounter, and within seconds I've
matched it to an episode. It has never once solved anyosgdroblem, but it does make people feel less
alone, which | suppose is also my job.

4. What's the last thing that made you laugh out loud?

Jewish comedianAntonia Lassar did a bit about what Torah covers look like in Reform synagogues. |
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you to look it up immediately. | watched it with agroup of rabbis, and we were all on the floor. There
is nothing quite like laughingwith colleaguesat somethingonly you would find funny.

5. What's a song you know every single word to?

Most Jewish songs ever writterr occupational requirement- but the one that might actually surprise
people is every single word of Bruce SpringsteenBorn to Run | have no theological justification for
this. But if you think about it, a song about desperately searching for something more, about running
toward an uncertain future with nothing but hope - maybe it's not so far from the High Holiday

liturgy after all.



6. If you weren't a rabbi or cantor, what career would you have chosen?

| was seriously considering getting a doctorate in history and becoming a professor. But somewhere
along the way | realized that academia would have asked me to go deeper and deeper into a
narrower and narrower slice of the world. The rabbinate gave me evgthing | was looking for in that
path: history, language, music, spirituality, text, and then some. But truthfully, | can't imagine being
called to anything else.

7. What's a book that genuinely changed the way you see the world?

Thinking Fast and Slowy Daniel Kahneman. | know you were probably expecting me to say the
Torah. But this book sent me down a rabbit hole of behavioral economics that I'm honestly still
crawling through. What surprised me is how directly it applies to my work as a rabbi. Werstanding
how people actually make decisions, process fear, resist change, and construct meaningne of that
was in my rabbinical school curriculum, but it probably should have been. It changed not just how |
see the world, but how | show up for the pople in it.

8. What's something most people don't know about you?

| was a high school wrestler, and a pretty good one. People are always surprised by that. But what
surprises me, looking back, is how much of it never left me. The discipline, the ability to push through
difficulty, the understanding that the hardest opporent you'll ever face is yourself. For years | had a
recurring dream where I'd step onto the mat, ready to wrestle, only to realize | was no longer in high
school. | used to wonder what it meant. | don't anymore. Wrestling is just part of how | move through
the world. | wrestle with ideas, | wrestle with texts, | sometimes wrestle with God. But don't worry

I've never once put a congregant in a headlock. At least not literally.

9. What's a place in the world that has most shaped who you are?

Jerusalem. | spent a year of my life living there, and it never really left me. It's where | met mwije,
Stephanie $he was traveling through Israel on Birthright, and the rest, as they say, is history. It's
where my favorite restaurant in the world is, a place called Eucalyptus, which | recommend to
anyone who will listen. But beyond all of that, Jerusalem is the plaadere | feel most connected: to
the Jewish people, to our history, to something larger than myself. | exist differently there. I'm not
sure | can fully explain what that means, but anyone who has spent real time in Jerusalem probably
doesn't need me to.

10. What's the best piece of advice you ever received, and who gave it to you?

Someone told me early in my rabbinate and honestly, | can't even remember whethat people don't
remember what you said. They remember how you made them feel. | have probably passed that
along to more people than | can count, and | think about it evesingle time | step into a room. It
shapes how | approach a sermon, a shiva call, a difficult conversation, a wedding toast. The words
matter, of course they do. I'm a rabbi; words are my currency. But at the end of the day, what people
carry with them isn't the sentence you crafted. It's whether they felt seen, heard, and held. That's
what I'm really trying to do.

11. What's something you believed at 20 that you no longer believe now?

At 20, | believed that being the smartest person in the room was something to aim for. | was
ambitious, | was eager, and honestly, | was probably insufferable. Somewhere along the way |
realized that the smartest person in the room is often the least interestingne. Now I'd much rather
be the most curious person in the room. Curiosity keeps you open. It keeps you learning. And in my
experience, it makes you a far better rabbi and a far better human being.



12. What's a hobby or interest of yours that might surprise people?

Darkroom photography. I still shoot black and white filmdevelop and print my own photographs by
hand. | even shoot with my grandfather's Rolleiflex, a 126lm camera with a history that stretches
far beyond my own. There is something about the whole process that | find almost meditative: the
slowing down, theintentionality, the fact that you can't take 400 photos and pick the best one. You
have to commit to the moment before you press the shutter. | haven't had as much time for it
recently, but maybe Florida will give me the chance to find my way back to it.

13. What's a skill you wish you had but don't?

| wish | could play the piano. I'm musicat that's part of my world as a rabbi- but when | watch a

truly gifted musician at work, someone like our own Kaylene, I'm stopped in my tracks every time.
The way she can fill a room, reach inside of you, and m®you somewhere you didn't expect to ge

that feels like its own kind of magic. | can lead a service, | can carry a melody, but that level of artistry
is something | deeply admire and will probably spend the rest of my life being in awe of.

14. What's the Jewish text, story, prayer, or idea you return to most often in difficult times?

The word Hineni. "Here | am."” It appears at some of the most terrifying moments in the Torah.
Abraham, about to sacrifice his son. Moses, standing before a burning bush. Isaiah, called to
prophecy. In every case, the person doesn't know what's coming next. They have namntee of
how the story ends. And yet they answer fully, completely, without reservation - here | am. In
difficult times, that's the answer | try to give. Not that | have all the answers, not that I'm not afraid,
but that | am present. | am here. Whatesr comes next, | am here.

15. What's a question from a congregant that you're still thinking about?

A parent once asked me: how do | raise Jewish children in a world that makes it so easy not to be? |
think about that question constantly. We live in a time of infinite distraction, competing identities,
and a culture that doesn't exactly make Jewish comtment the path of least resistance. And yehere
we are, generation after generation, finding ways to pass something sacred forward. | don't have a
perfect answer. But | think the question itself is one of the most important ones a Jewish parent can
ask, and the fact that they're asking it is alredy half the answer.

16. What moment in your rabbinate has stayed with you the longest?

In my book | coin the word "momenting”- an English translation of the biblical Hebrew | +® .
verb time, to be conscious that you are living inside a profound and holy moment at the very moment
it's happening. | experience that every single time | stand under the chuppah with a wedding couple.
There is something extraordinary about being presnt for a moment that two people will carry with
them for the rest of their lives. They know it. | know it. We are all momenting together. After all these
years, it has never once felt routine. | hope it never does.

17. What's something about Jewish life that still fills you with genuine awe?

Judaism never asked us to stop questioning. The Talmud is essentially thousands of years of
argument, disagreement, and debate, and we called it holy. Two rabbis, three opinions. We didn't just
permit doubt and dissent; we enshrined it in our most sacredeixts. There is no other tradition quite

like it. | have spent my entire adult life inside this argument, and | am still in awe of it. The fact that
asking hard questions isn't a threat to Jewish lifeit is Jewish life- still fills me with genuine wonder
every single time | open a text.



18. Is there a Jewish holiday you find unexpectedly meaningful, and why?

Chanukah. | know, | know it's just a minor holiday. I've heard it a thousand times. And yes, the
presents have taken on a life of their own. But I've never bought the idea that Chanukah is somehow
less than what it is. Every year when we kindle those ligs, something happens that | can only
describe as unexpected grace. The flames don't produce much light, and that's almost the point.
We're not flooding a room. We're pushing back against the darkness, one small flame at a time, at the
very moment of theyear when the world feels its darkest. There is something about that image that
reaches people in a place that no other holiday quite touches. It reaches me. Every single year, | find
myself standing at the menorah thinking: this is exactly what the worleheeds right now. And

somehow, it always is.

19. What's something you wish more people asked you about?

| wish more people asked me about Shabbanhot the rules, but what it actually feels like to live it.
Shabbat was never just about stopping. It's about what you do with the space you create. The dinners
around the table that stretch longer than they show. The conversations that actually go somewhere.
The deliberate leaning into the things that matter most: family, community, friends. Shabbat is
Judaism's answer to the question of how to live. | wish more people knew how to ask it.

20. What's one thing that always restores your faith in people?

This is going to sound cheesy, but a good hug. Not a polite hug, not an obligatory hageal one. A
good hug says everything that's hardest to put into words. It says | see you. I'm present for you. I'm
not going anywhere. No matter what has happened a&re this moment, | am right here. In a world
that often feels fragmented and distant, the fact that two people can communicate all of that without
saying a single word- that restores something in me every time.



Rabbi Wendy

1. What's a TV show or movie you'd be embarrassed to admit you love?
| love vegging out and watchindgemily in Paris

2. If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?
Cheesecake and more cheesecake

3. What's your most useless talent?
| am pretty good at word games.

4. What's the last thing that made you laugh out loud?

A politician came over to our table and told my family the old Jewish joke about how the incoming
USOOAOEAAT 060 *AxEOE 111 A @elldvishkrs irdisA & GeOOR@E T 1
President, by saying (But you know my other son is a doctod

5. What's a song you know every single word to?
Follow your Arrowby Kacey Musgraves

6. If you weren't a rabbi or cantor, what career would you have chosen?
| studied genetics as an undergraduate and have always wanted to help peggle probably genetics
counseling.

7. What's a book that genuinely changed the way you see the world?

My Lifeby Golda Meir. Reading her story about a woman who arrived with almost nothing and helped

build a nation is an incredible model of what one person is actually capable of. It deepened my
commitment to Israel, and it left me with a broader lesson: determin#gon and purpose are more
powerful than circumstance.

8. What's something most people don't know about you?
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9. What's a place in the world that has most shaped who you are?
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cemented my strong Jewish identity.



10. What's the best piece of advice you ever received, and who gave it to you?

In deciding whether or not to apply for a job or explore an opportunity, my husband once told me,
with his British wit, that you can always turn the job down when they offer it to you. This advice
encouraged me to open my mind to opportunities that did noappear to be, on surface, the right fit.

11. What's something you believed at 20 that you no longer believe now?
At 20, | believed antisemitism was fading across the world. We now know that is not the case.

12. What's a hobby or interest of yours that might surprise people?
| enjoy playing piano, and | play/practice in spurts depending on my motivation and inspiration.

13. What's a skill you wish you had but don't? A o A o o
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mouth the words rather than sing into the microphone.

14. What's the Jewish text, story, prayer, or idea you return to most often in difficult times?

In difficult times, | reflect on the biblical characterRebekahx ET T 1T AA ET NOEOAA 1
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This combination of faith and personal initiative provides me with guidance as to how to persevere
during difficult times.

15. What's a question from a congregant that you're still thinking about?
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today. | find myself returning to this question with parents)young adults, and with myself, and | don't
think any of us have found one clear answer.

16. What moment in your rabbinate has stayed with you the longest?
Reciting thevidui (confessional) with a dying39-year-old mother and spouse in her last moments
when she was barely conscioyyet understood what was happeningas her family sat outside the
room. | have stayed in touch with the family throughout my rabbinate.

17. What's something about Jewish life that still fills you with genuine awe?
The fact that on Friday nights we bless our children with the same priestly blessing that was used at
the time of the First Temple.

18. Is there a Jewish holiday you find unexpectedly meaningful, and why?

Yom HaAtzmaut Israel Independence Day, a modern holiday often overlooked in the spring Jewish
holiday calendar, which celebrates the rebirth of Israel, an event | consider a tangible miracle and a
sign of God's continued presence in our world.

19. What's something you wish more people asked you about?
| love talking about books and country music. But really, | just love talking with people.

20. What's one thing that always restores your faith in people?
My faith is constantly restored by my observation that most people want to do the right thing and
usually just need to be reminded or encouraged to do so.



Cantorial Soloist Kaylene

1. What's a TV show or movie you'd be embarrassed to admit you love?
Love is Blind | rarely watch reality TV, but when | decide te this is my pick!

2. If you had to eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?
Sushi! I'm especially missing it now that I'm pregnant, and my options are very limited.

3. What's your most useless talent?
| am double jointed in my elbows, so | have hyper flexible arms.

4. What's the last thing that made you laugh out loud?

Most likely something my husband Jared said. While we've only been married for almost six years (|
know - very little by TJ standards), | really do think that the key to a successful marriage is to laugh A
LOT!

5. What's a song you know every single word to?
| really have so many. I'm going to embrace levity and my inner millennial for this one and go with a
song from one of the first concerts | ever attended: "Say You'll Be There" by The Spice Girls!

6. If you weren't a rabbi or cantor, what career would you have chosen?

Probably teaching music in a university setting. If | had to choose something outside of music, |
would love to own a bookstore in an adorable town somewhere in Portugal (this would actually be a
great way to spend retirement now that I'm writing it out!)

7. What's a book that genuinely changed the way you see the world?

Man's Search for Meaniny Viktor Frankl instantly came to mind. | read it for the first time shortly
after losing one of my best friends and graduating from graduate schoohavigating a deep grief
while | was also trying to find my footing professionally. It is such a beautif reminder that life will
always happen to us, and we can always choose how we respond.

8. What's something most people don't know about you?
I'm left-handed!



9. What's a place in the world that has most shaped who you are?

As a native Floridian, | would have to choose Florida! While there are many countries and cities that |
have traveled to that have certainly helped shape my world views and perspectives, | have found that
this very special place that | call home has helpexhape who | am. It is a place where the people |

love the most live, where people vacation because of the natural beauty, and where | experience so
much nostalgia time and time again.

10. What's the best piece of advice you ever received, and who gave it to you?

Growing up, my mom would frequently tell me, "When you singyou want to make people feel
something. That is the entire purpose.” It's a good reminder for a perfectionidike me, that every

note on the page does not have to be perfect. That | can show up just as | am, and as long as | am
singing with authenticity and connectedness, it will come through to whoever is listening. Expressing
yourself artistically can be incredibly vuherable and scary. | have always felt such love and
encouragement from bothmy parents surrounding this.

11. What's something you believed at 20 that you no longer believe now?

| felt at 20 that | was frequently eagerly awaiting some grand gesture, that every moment of my life
had to be filled with excitement awaiting what "was next". | find that thinking to be a bit immature
now (and | don't mean that cynically!) | just find such comfort in my everyday routine, in what some
would consider "mundane” I've really realized that | am a creature of habit, and | find such
contentment in that.

12. What's a hobby or interest of yours that might surprise people?
This may surprise some, but | also feel that some know this about me. I'm a registered Yoga Teacher,
and | completed my 20Bhour certification in 2020.

13. What's a skill you wish you had but don't?
| wish | was better at sewing.

14. What's the Jewish text, story, prayer, or idea you return to most often in difficult times?

"Kol ha'olam kulo gesher tzar m'od. V'ha'ikar lo I'fachddhl - (The whole world is a very narrow

bridge. And the main thing to recall is to not be afraid at aJt' Taken from the words of Rabbi

Nachman of Breslov, this always helps remind me that we are bigger than what is making us anxious
or afraid.

15. What's a question from a congregant that you're still thinking about?

| had a congregant recently ask meWhat would your 20-year-old self say if you told them that you
work as a cantor?" To which | responded: | think my 2§ear-old self would first ask "What's a
cantor?" It's still something | think about. My journey to Judaispand my ongoing one to the
cantorate, has quite literally changed my life and continues to do so. | am a big believer in God's
immaculate timing, and I'm grateful every day that this is the plan He has seen fit for me.

16. What moment in your rabbinate has stayed with you the longest?
Because | am very young in my clergy position and will not have as many moments to choose from as
my seasoned colleagues (that is not a dig at their age!), I'm thinking of specific moments on the



Bimahthat truly move me every time. | instantly think of so many moments fron'nei Mitzvah

services in which we witness young Jewish boys and girls becoming men and women before our very
eyes. There is something sacred and magical that happens in that moment. They and their families
feel it, | feel it, Rabbi feels it. They experience their owpersonal "Lech L'chd moment. They become.
It's beautiful.

17. What's something about Jewish life that still fills you with genuine awe?

From the very beginning of my journey, | have been completely embraced by the Jewish community. |
have met the biggest cheerleaders and kindest souls. It never fails to amaze me the way that the
Jewish community continually comes together for their own.

18. Is there a Jewish holiday you find unexpectedly meaningful, and why?

Passover is always extremely meaningful to me. | think it's easy to get lost in the cooking, the seder
planning, and the hosting. The obligation to "see yourself as if you personally left Egypt" is such a
powerful one. It is a moment that we not only connet with our enormous history but also an
opportunity to examine where we find ourselves in "Mitzrayim (the narrow place)" and how we can
free ourselves from it. It is aholiday that allows for deep introspection while acknowledging our
incredible communalability to overcome and persevere.

19. What's something you wish more people asked you about?
My dog! And now that you ask, she is perfect and doing great.

20. What's one thing that always restores your faith in people?

There is a beautiful quote by Mister Rogers that | always think of when | need reminding that
kindness and caring is in our human nature: "When | was a boy and | would see scary things in the
news, my mother would say to me, 'Look for the helpers. You walways find people who are
helping.'d1 think it is so easy to get swept away by the seemingly endless barrage of ugliness in the
world that is covered by news and media. If we zoom in, we see beauty in one another all around us.
We see it when someone 8 us into traffic, when someone returns something lost, when we
exchange a smile with a strangerthis always reminds me that we humans are inherently good and
loving.



Executive Directoros Rep

Welcome, Rabbi Josh Franklin!

The day has arrived- and we could not be more excited! Rabbi Josh Franklin officially joined the Temple
Judea family as G&enior Rabbi on July 1. Thank you to everyone who will join us this month to welcome
him and his family- your warmth and enthusiasm will set the most beautiful tone for this new chapter.

Getting to know Rabbi Josh will be easy this summer. He will be hosting open office housgyn up to

stop by, say hello, and share a little about yourself and what matters to you. You can also email Lynne
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is also launching a new class, "Ultimate Questions,"” where he will explore the big ideas and timeless
inquiries that sit at the heart of Jewish thought and life.

Please continue to introduce yourselves and mak@m feel at home- that is what Temple Judea does
best!

High Holy Day Packets

We are deeply grateful for your continued commitment and support as we head into a new year together.
High Holy Day packets will be mailedhe middle of this month. Please watch for yours in the mail and

return it at your earliest convenience. Remember that 50% of your annual commitment needs to be

paid, or a payment plan needs to be in place, in order to receive tickets. Additionally, we might not be
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any questions, please don't hesitate to call the office

A Note on Meal Pricing

Like so many things, the cost of providing our lunches arfshabbatdinners has continued to rise, and we
want to be transparent with you about some updates to our meal pricing effective August 1. Lunch will be
$25 per person and dinner will be $39 per person for members. Noamember pricing will be slightly

higher, as the temple has always subsidized a portion of each member's meal cost. We know price
increases are never welcome news, and we are grateful for your understanding as we do our best to
continue offering quality meals and cherished time together that make our gherings so special.

Summer Office Hours

A reminder that the Temple Judea office is observing reduced summer hours through Sunday, August 31.
We are open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.rn3:00 p.m. If you need to reach us outside of these hours,
please leave a message and we will get back to yowmptly.

Wishing everyone a restful, joyful, and sweet summer!

M orli


mailto:lynne@gotj.org

TJ PRAYS

Shabbat Worship

Fridays, July 3, July 10, July 17, July 24, July 31

5:00 p.m. PreOneg
5:30 p.m. Shabbat Worship

Livestream athttps://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzdlkbg4kymehgq

Beach Havdalah
Saturdays, July 11 and August 8 at 6:00 p.m.
In the event of inclement weather, these services will be cancelled.

Minyan
Mondays at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOMwith Michael Ross
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in per son at TJ or via Livestream
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzdlkbg4kymehgq

Join Us for Pre-Oneg with Rabbi Josh!

What better way to welcome Shabbat than We're organizing by last name so everyone
getting to know your synagogue family a little has a chance to connect in a smaller, relaxed
better? Rabbi Josh is hosting a series of intimate  setting. Come early, grab a bite, and enjoy
Pre-Oneg gatherings before Friday night plenty of time to schmooze before we usher in
services, and we'd love for you to join us! Shabbat together.

Pre-Oneg Schedule:

+ July10 ~ Last Names A-E

« July17 - Last Names F-J

+ July 31— Last Names K-O

+ August 7 — Last Names P-S

+  August 14 — Last Names T-Z

Pre-Oneg begins at 4:45 p.m. - giving you plenty of time to
relax and connect before Shabbat services at 5:30 p.m.
We hope you'll join us for both!

We look forward to seeing you there — Shabbat Shalom!


https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq
https://boxcast.tv/channel/tei9zgzd1kbg4kymehgq

Summer Beach Worship
Havdalah

Saturday, July |

Saturday. August 8

‘th
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UNERDE

JOIN US IN WELCOMING RABBI
JOSH FRANKLIN AND HIS FAMILY
FOR HIS FIRST SHABBAT SERVICE!

5:00 P.M. PRE-ONEG
5:30 P.M. WORSHIP
DINNER FOLLOWING SERVICES

COME DRESSED IN YOUR FESTIVE
PATRIOTIC ATTIRE!




*“PRAYER IS TO THE SOUL WHAT FOOD IS -
- TOBODY” - YEHUDAH HALEVI ~ *

Nourish your soul with these special
Shabbat services featuring meditation,
poetry, reflection, and discussion of the

Torah portions.

Friday, July 24™ in honor of Tisha B'Av

®
Friday, July 31° in honor of Tu B'Av




{

~ AN

';

anEarly Shabbat Service
4 qard, Lol

COME MEET RABBI JOSH!!
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14™ 11:00 A.M.
LUNCH IS FREE BUT YOU MUST RSVP!
RSVP TO THE OFFICE AT 561-624-4633 m

Honoring our members who are 85+ years wise!

The Torah teaches us that people that have reached a certain stage in life are deserving of
honor. Temple Judea wishes to honor all its members who have been blessed to reach
85 years of age....and we recognize that for some driving at night is challenging so we have
created this special early Friday worship
JUST FOR YOU!




Ave you veady?
Eled) iy Heve!

Elul is the last month of the Jewish year and the final month prior to Rosh
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. This is a month in which to spiritually prepare
for the High Holy Day season of reflection and repentance. Elul is traditionally a
time of introspection and personal stock-taking, known in Hebrew as cheshbon

hanefesh — literally “an accounting of the soul.” This process is conducted in
preparation for Rosh Hashanah when, Jewish tradition teaches, all of humanity is
called to account and a divine judgment is issued.

Elul Minyan - Join us on August 20, August 27, September 3, and September 10 for
special introspective minyan. These four gatherings are designed as a spiritual .
journey leading up to the High Holy Days. Each week builds upon the previous,

creating a meaningful path of personal and communal introspection as we prepare

our hearts and minds for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Opportunities for Spiritual and Personal Growth Leading up to Rosh Hashanah
as we approach the Jewish New Year. We invite you to join us for a special series
of Elul programs designed to nurture your spirit, deepen your sense of self, and
, prepare your heart for the Days of Awe. This year, as we explore the theme of
¥ “Love Your Neighbor As Yourself,” we begin where that commandment asks us to
' begin — with ourselves. True care for others flows from a place of inner
wholeness, and these offerings are designed to support your wellness — mind,
body, and soul — as you reflect, renew, and ready yourself for the journey ahead.
Each session offers a meaningful opportunity to connect with yourself, your
community, and our traditions during this sacred season of introspection and
new beginnings. . . PLEASE RSVP. CALL THE OFFICE AT 561-624-4633.

{




Thursday, August 20 at 10:30 a.m.

Kintsugi - Kintsugi is a traditional Japanese art form that involves repairing
broken pottery with gold, silver, or lacquer — rather than hiding the cracks, it
highlights them. Kintsugi has become a popular metaphor in wellness and mental
health spaces — the idea that our struggles, wounds, and healing are not things to
be ashamed of or hidden, but are actually what give us depth, resilience, and
beauty.

Thursday, August 27 at 10:30 a.m.

Gong Sound Bath - A gong bath is a form of sound therapy that involves
participants lying down comfortably while a practitioner plays one or
more gongs. The term “bath” refers to the immersion in sound waves

rather than water. During the session, the gong produces a rich
spectrum of sounds and vibrations that envelop the participants,
creating a deeply relaxing and meditative experience.

Thursday, September 3 at 10:30 a.m.
Kabbalah Yoga - Explore the profound connection between body and soul
through our Kabbalah Yoga session. The session will begin with an ‘,
introduction to Kabbalistic concepts that relate to the High Holy Day season, i
including the themes of renewal, introspection, and spiritual awakening.
Participants will then engage in a mindful yoga practice designed to open
both body and heart in preparation for the Days of Awe.

Thursday, September 10 at 9:30 a.m.
An Elul Immersion (Mikveh) Ritual at Coral Cove Park, 1600 Beach Road,
Tequesta 33469 (we will meet in the parking lot)
We gather at the water to immerse ourselves in the renewing and

rejuvenating embrace of mayim chayim, living waters. We will enter the
water together and engage in a special rejuvenation ritual. Minyan songs

and prayers will connect us to the themes of introspection, repentance,

and renewal.
Please wear a swimsuit or water-friendly clothing and bring a towel,

sunscreen, and a hat. In the event of inclement weather, this event will be
cancelled.



HIGH HOLY DAYS 2026/5787

Saturday, September 5th
7:30 p.m. Havdalah and Selichot Service

Selichot is our chance to begin our spiritual
preparation for the High Holy Days. The mood of
month of Elul — to its crescendo with Selichot. The

effect of a Selichot service can be quite moving and the
prayers in the service are full of longing and inspire us
to move thoughifully into Rosh Hashanah.
We hope you will join us to deepen your
‘High Holy Day experience!



High Holv Davs
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High Holy Day Location

We are grateful to the Maltz Jupiter Theatre for hosting our High Holy Days again this year. We
had initially planned to return to the Eissey Campus Theatre however they experienced a serious
sprinkler malfunction and notified us they are closed for renov  ations through December 2026. It
is our intention to go back to the Eissey Theatre in 2027 as the Maltz Jupiter Theatre had
previously scheduled commitments for one of the 2027 High Holy Days.

High Holy Day Tickets

Ticketing is available for members and those ages 2 4 and under listed on your account. You must
have paid 50% of your annual commitment and/or have a payment plan in place to receive
tickets.

Guest tickets and non -member tickets are limited. Guest tickets are for your immediate family
members only. They are $180 for both holy days and $136 for one holy day.

Non-members who have never worshipped with us before, and who live in our service area, are
invited to join us free of charge for their first time with TJ. They must personally call the office
and provide their contact information for registration and sec urity purposes.

Non-members who have worshipped with us before must purchase a ticket to attend services.
They are $500 for both holy days and $360 for one holy day.

As a reminder, tickets are NON -TRANSFERRABLE. We kindly ask that you honor this policy.

Request for service time is done on a first -come first -served basis. Please return your packet in a

timely manner to ensure you receive your preferred service time.
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of the complete Yom Kippur spiritual journey. Viewing it as a stand -alone service minimizes the

holiness of the day and treats it as an isolated transaction. Because we offer a ticket to the entire

High Holy Day, we are honoring the interconnected nature of Jewish worship and ensuring that

those who come to remember their loved ones also experience the transformative power of the

entire Yom Kippur servic e.

High Holy Day Clergy

Our High Holy Day services will be led by Rabbi Yaron Kapitulnik, Rabbi Josh Franklin and Cantor

Suzanne Leventhal. As previously shared in the May/June Voice, Cantor Suzanne will join Temple

Judea full-time from mid -August through the end of November as Cantor in Residence. Cantor

Suzanne comes to us from Washington Hebrew Congregation where she has served as an Assistant

Cantor since June of 2022, and she brings exceptional credentials and experience. She holds a

Bachelor of Arts in Vocal Performance fro m The Boston Conservatory , A | AOOAO8 O AACOA
San Francisco Conservatory of Music, and she is an ordained graduate of Hebrew Union College.

She also served as a cantorial intern at Yozma in Israel under Rabbi Nir Barkin.  She plays guitar

and violin, which will be a wonderful addition to our worship experience.
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DINNER

FRIDAY, JULY 3*° - WELCOMING RABBI JOSH FRANKLIN AND FAMILY!
RSVP TO THE OFFICE AT 561-624-4633 BY JUNE 30™ AT NOON.
GRILLED BEEF BURGERS AND KOSHER HOT DOGS

BBQ CHICKEN

GRILLED VEGGIE BURGERS FOR VEGETARIANS

CLASSIC COLESLAW

PASTA SALAD

BAKED BEANS

ISRAELI SALAD

WATERMELON AND APPLE PIE A LAMODE

DINNER IS AFTER SHABBAT WORSHIP SERVICE
$36 / ADULT AND $20/ CHILD AGES 5-12.
NON-MEMBERS $43/PERSON.

CHILDREN UNDER 5 ARE FREE.
*PLEASE NOTE THAT WE CANNOT ISSUE ANY REFUNDS ONCE THE HEADCOUNT
FOR THE DINNER HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE CATERER.
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DESSERT
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$39/ADULT; $25/CHILD
$48/NON-MEMBER ADULT

DINNER IS AFTER SHABBAT WORSHIP...
RSVP TO THE OFFICE AT 561-624-4633
BY AUGUST 5'"" AT NOON.

WE CANNOT ISSUE ANY REFUNDS AFTER THE HEADCOUNT HAS BEEN
GIVEN TO THE CATERER.



Starting in July!

Rabbi Josh is opening his doors and would love to
connect with you one-on-one. Whether you want
to share what's on your heart, ask a question, or

simply introduce yourself, this is your

opportunity to sit down together in a relaxed,
personal setting.
Office hours are available
Tuesdays from 1:00-3:00 p.m. and
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Sign up for a 30-minute spot at
calendly.com/joshf-templejudeapbc
or email lynne@gotj.org or
call 561-624-4633 and ask for LYNNE

EHe cant wait to. meet, you!




LEARNING TO LOVE
OURSELVES

WITH RABBI WENDY
SESSION 2 & 3

Ty 8 ana, August 12

Do Jews love being Jewish? It's a question that might make us a little
uncomfortable - which is exactly why it's worth asking. This three-session course
traces the complicated, often ambivalent relationship Jews have had with their
own identity - from the biblical Israelites who longed to return to Egypt, to the
self-deprecating humor of Woody Allen, to the Jews who change their names
and drift from their communities. Together, we will explore what it truly means to
embrace who we are - and what gets in the way. Honest, thought-provoking,
and perhaps surprisingly personal.

Session 2: From Egypt to Enlightenment - A History of Jewish Ambivalence The
Israelites had barely crossed the Sea of Reeds before they wanted to go back.
That impulse - to retreat, to assimilate, to distance oneself from Jewish identity -

has echoed through Jewish history ever since. This session traces that thread
from the biblical narrative through the Enlightenment, from Jews who converted
under persecution to those who shed their Jewish particularity hoping to earn
acceptance in the wider world. We will ask not who or when we felt ambivalent
- but why, and what those conditions reveal about the enduring question of
Jewish belonging.

Session 3: Jews in Modern Media - Why Do We Love and Watch Them? Jewish
characters are everywhere in contemporary television - and they are rarely
flattering. They're anxious, self-absorbed, socially awkward, and often oblivious.
So why are these portrayals so wildly popular - with Jewish and non-Jewish
audiences alike? What does it say about us that we keep writing these
characters, and keep watching them? This session brings our conversation into
the present, asking what the stories we tell about ourselves reveal about how
much - or how little - we have learned to love ourselves.

Lunch and Leawwn at 1145 am.

825 pendon. RSUP nequired to
507-624-4653
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WITH RABBI JOSH
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WHOSE ANSWERS YOU CAN'T
GOOGLE

WE LIVEIN A WORLD WHERETALMOSTF ANYTHING CAN BE ANSWERED
INSTTANTLY: BUT THE MOST IMPORITANT QUESTIONSH INFLIFE REFUSE TO! EIT INITO©
A'SEARCHIBAR:

WHAT HAPPENSI AFTER W DIE?
=< IS GOD REAL?
WHY: DO BAD THINGS HAPREN!TIO GOOD PEOPLE?

DIDTHE STORIES OF THE BIBLE REALLY ©CCUR?
ARE THE JEWISHI PEOPLE DISAPPEARING—OR EVOLVING?
WHENWILL THETMESSIAH COME?
HOW WILL ARTIEICTAL INTELLIGENCE RESHARE JUDAISM?

AND PERHAPS MOST URGENTLY:IWHAT MAKEST A LIFEEMEANINGEUL?
JUDAISM HAS NEVER AVOIDED BIGIQUESTIONS: IITTWASIBUILT ON THEM:
THISICLASSIIS'FOR SKEPTICS ANDIBELIEVERS ALIKE, FOR THE CURIOUS AND THE
SEARCHING:

NO PRIOR BACKGROUND REQUIRED—ONLY A WILLINGNESS TO THINK DEEPLY
AND WRESTTLE
WITH WHAT MATTIERS MOST.

JULY 21 AND AUGUST 18
2:00 P.M.







